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What is the police ffgideline on the use of force”?

The use of force and firearms by the police is
restricted under Police General Orders and the so-
called “guideline on the use of force” is set out in
Chapter 29 of the Police General Orders — which
covers “use of force and firearms”. The chapter
includes principles and limitations on the use of
force, including, for example, the circumstances
under which firearms may be deployed or which
parts of the body the police officer in question
should avoid targeting.

The HKPF continues to insist that several of the
chapters of the Police General Orders (including
chapter 29) are restricted police documents for
internal use only. The HKPF is concerned that
by publishing the full set of Police General Orders,
it may hinder or prejudice the efficient conduct of
the Force’s operations. (Legislative Council Paper
No. CB(2)235/02-03(05))

If the general public is not aware of the boundaries

of police power, it also implies that the general
public is not aware of the boundaries of their
own rights (including, for example, under certain
circumstances, an individual is protected from
being subdued with a baton). The lack of such
information in the public domain ultimately affects
the extent to which individuals are in a position to
discuss their rights, and thus indirectly affecting
their freedom of expression.
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If another “Occupy Central”
movement comes in to being, how

will the police handle it?:>

We would handle incidents with force
to the minimum extent required. &

So what is the definition of force to
the minimum extent required? *
Under what circumstances would
deploying water cannon and rubber °

bullets*#, be considered as the

application of force to the minimum

extent required?(3) G3
2% The answer to your question

is included in our internal guidelines,

p [_] but we cannot disclose these

to the general public@, because

publishing the guidelines would
affect the efficient conduct of our

operations... g,

Normally, everyday operations
of the HKPF do not violate the

guidelines %, , so why are you afraid
of publishing the guidelines in their
entirety? s
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How are we able to know if the police
have violated the guidelines, if you do

not publish them?:== Nas

(The above content is fICtItIOEUS )o

+ enforcement officials should avoid the use of force or
- where that it is not practicable, shall restrict such force

to the minimum extent necessary. Such use of force
should also satisfy principles of proportionality. With
this in mind, on 2014.9.28, the deployment of riot police

~ wearing full riot gear and quick use of pepper spray and

tear gas clearly constitute excessive use of force.

In the dispersal of assemblies that are unlawful
but non-violent, law enforcement officials
shall avoid the use of force or, where that is
not practicable, shall restrict such force to the
minimum extent necessary.
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Governments and law enforcement agencies
shall ensure that all law enforcement officials
are provided with training and are tested
in accordance with appropriate proficiency
standards in the use of force.

In the dispersal of an unlawful but non-
violent assembly where protestors do
not show any form of physical or violent
resistance, police should deploy force to
the minimum extent, such as dispelling

" the crowd with mill barriers, roadblocks

or a human chain of police officers.
Police should also try to employ all
other possible means before deploying
pepper spray and using batons.

@\.l



