Oct 2004 Vol 1

NKE P =5 . e
OREPY ok pER”
ay vy ORE PER

A - EVERY " ONE PER” e

{4 ONE 1 " -aq Everyy OREPEP
- [l ./ EVERY NI
y = ONEPEY EVE




Amnesty International is ...

BIRRKTRUIERE - ..

. The largest human rights organisation in the world,
with around 1 million members and supporters in 140
countries and territories.

. A democratic, membership-based organisation that
has been promoting human rights, as enshrined in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and other inter-
national standards, for the past 40 years.

. A campaigning organisation which works to fight

discrimination; free prisoners of conscience; ensure fair |

and prompt trials for political prisoners; abolish the death
penalty, torture and other cruel treatment of prisoners;
end political killings and “disappearances”; and oppose
human rights abuses by oppaosition groups.
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was
founded in 1976. The Human Rights Education
Charitable Trust was established wth the Hong
Kong Section and registered as a charity in Hong
Kong in 1993. Our activities include:

Human Rights Education

Lobbying Governments

Campaigning

Fundraising
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H R stands for human rights, the protection
of which is the core ideal that Amnesty Interna-
tional fights for. We have therefore decided to
use it as the name of this bi-monthly newsletter
of the Hong Kong Section. We hope the news-
letter will be an effective means to communicate
with our members and the public. You are most
welcome to send any comments to us on its con-
tent or the work of Amnesty International at any
time. Please email admin-hk @ amnesty.org or
write to us at the address on the right.
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A record high number of voters have taken a step to decide
who should be representing them in the legislature in the
coming four years in the September 12 election. The right to
universal suffrage and equal access to public service is out-
lined in Article 21 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. While Amnesty International believes the composi-
tion of Legco has yet to be reformed to achieve this principle,
it is important for the people to create opportunities to push
forward this agenda. Power's people is not an alien idea to
the people in Hong Keng, especially after July 1, 2003.

Steps should also be taken to stamp out massive involuntary
and enforced disappearances worldwide. This is a crime com-
mitted by the state that places hundreds of thousands of indi-
viduals outside of the protection of law, and denies their rights
as human beings.

Family members of those who have disappeared suffer en-
during grief and helplessness when fruth, justice and redress
cannot not be sought through institutionalised legal
procedures. This issue’s feature (p.4) provides more infor-
mation on the situations of enforced disappearances in some
countries in Asia, and the recent development of a drafted
convention.

Steps also need to be taken to stop using rape as a weapon
of war. In Darfur, Sudan, women and girls have been system-
atically raped, abducted for sexual slavery, or even killed. Their
suffering goes far beyond this, as rape has a devastating and
ongoing impact on the health of women and girls. Survivors
face a lifetime stigma and marginalisation from their own fami-
lies and communities. Women and girls are being attacked
simply because they are women, and they are being used to
humiliate, punish, control and inflict fear on the community to
which they belong. The Amnesty International High Level
Mission in Sudan reveals the bigger picture. (p.7)

Steps should alse be taken to break the silence of violence
against women. The Hong Kong section has joined the six-
year global campaign that was launched in March this year.
Running between November 25 (International Stop Violence
Against Women's Day) to December 10 (International Human
Rights Day), a series of campaigns and educational activities
will be organised to highlight viclence against women as hu-
man rights violations, and to push the government respon-
sible to exercise due diligence. If you are interested in
participating, please contact the office for information on how
you can help.

Si-si Liu
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| é "Disappearance"
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Women whose relatives have

Throughout the world, people whao |

have “disappeared” have been ar-
rested or abducted by state agents,
but the governments of these coun-
tries deny holding them, thereby plac-
ing them outside the protection of the
law. Often they are tortured — or
killed, New cases are recorded in
dozens of countries each year

Notorious for their oceurrence
in Argentina, Chile and other coun-
tries in the 1970s, “disappearances”
are more than just a "Latin American
problem"”. Hundreds of thousands of
people have “disappeared” all aver
the world. The stories on this page
illustrate the continuing widespread
nature of “disappearances”, the
agony suffered by relatives, and
some of the moves being taken to
address this issue.
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disappeared’

in Sri Lanka show the photos of their missing loved ones

Thousands of ‘disappearances’ in Sri Lanka

Since 1980 more than 12,000 cases of “disappearances” have been reported to the United Na-
tions in the context of the conflict in Sri Lanka. Four presidential commissions of inquiry investigat-
ing “disappearances” between 1987 and 1994 found evidence of more than 20,000 cases. The
actual figure is likely to be higher. While it has taken some measures to account for the thousands
of “disappearances”, Sri Lanka continues to have one of the highest levels of such unresolved
cases in the world.

Since 1994, the government in Sri Lanka has taken several initiatives to try to address the problem,
including the creation of a National Human Rights Commission and commissions of inguiry. It has
also created special units in the Attorney General's department and the police department to
investigate and prosecute perpetrators of people who have “disappeared”. In 2001 it set up the
Central Police Registry of arrests and a telephone hotline for relatives to locate those who have
gone missing.

Still, few security force personnel in Sri Lanka have been prosecuted for the illegal arrest, torture
and kKilling of people who have "disappeared”. Successful prosecutions have been obstructed by
the fact that the police are mainly responsible for investigations, and are reluctant to gather evi-
dence against their colleagues.

Furthermore, members of the government in Sri Lanka have put pressure on the Attorney General's
department not to proceed with investigations and prosecutions. Meanwhile, the government has
still not passed a law making “disappearances” a punishable criminal offence.
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Wives of those who have ‘disappeared’
in India face poverty and hardship

Years after their relatives “disappeared”, hundreds of In-
dian families still do not know what happened to them. With-
out effective legal redress, families continue to experience
frustration and helplessness as well as grief. The UN Hu-
man Rights Committee considers that the suffering by rela-
tives of those who have “disappeared” can amount to tor-
ture or ill-treatment.

Unlike other widows, wives of the “disappeared” often have
problems with inheritance and property rights, and may be
denied a widow's pension. The resulting poverty can often
lead to their children being denied adequate medical care
and basic education.

In India, “disappearances” have mainly taken place in states
where there have been secession movements. Thousands
of people, for instance, “disappeared” at the hands of the
security forces during a period of armed insurgency in the
Punjab between 1983 and 1994,

According to the Jammu and Kashmir government, around
3,750 “disappearances” have taken place in the state since
the outbreak of armed militancy in 1989. Despite hundreds
of families pursuing habeas corpus and other petitions
through the courts, only a handful of cases have been
resolved. For more than a decade, Al has been urging the
government of India to ensure that those responsible for
“disappearances” face justice for their crimes.
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Bill to criminalise ‘disappearances’ proposed in
Mexico

Over the last 30 years, Guerrero State has seen more “dis-
appearances” at the hands of state authorities than any other
state in Mexico. In a recent development, the governing state
Congress has been considering a bill to criminalise “forced
disappearances” to bring the state legislation in line with in-
ternational human rights standards.

Current legislation in Guerrero State prohibits the crime of
kidnapping for ransom, but does not address “disappearances”
by the authorities or their agents. Because of this, the of-
fence is more difficult to investigate and to punish those
responsible.

Relatives of people who have “disappeared” such as Faustino
Jiménez Alvarez, last seen on 17 June 2001 when five police
officers dragged him out of his house, remain in perpetual
distress, receiving neither justice nor redress.

The “Bill of Law to prevent and eradicate the forced disap-
pearance of persons in Guerrero State” was proposed by lo-
cal non-governmental organisations and the State Human
Rights Commission. It would be a key mechanism for pre-
venting and punishing those responsible for this crime in
Guerrero, and would set an important precedent in Mexico.

However, the bill is not supported by the congressional Jus-
tice Commission, which must give its approval before the bill
can be put to a vote in the Guerrero Congress.

Al is also concerned that members of Guerrero's Congress
have failed to commit themselves to a specific timetable to
vote on the bill.
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New UN treaty set to combat ‘disappearances’
worldwide

“Less than 50 years ago, people were not
internationally protected from torture, but in
1984 the UN adopted an international
Convention against Torture. The importance
of this legal instrument in the fight against
torture is now widely recognised. It is now time
for governments to take concrete action
against ‘disappearances’ by adopting a similar
treaty against this egregious form of human
rights violation.”

On a more optimistic note, after more than two decades of campaign-
ing by relatives and human rights organisations, a UN working group —
meeting in Geneva from 4 to 8 October 2004 — has been charged with
drafting an international treaty against enforced “disappearances”.

“A draft text circulated in June contains many innovative features. The
danger is that some of these may be watered down because of oppo-
sition by states which oppose a treaty on disappearances,” says Mar-
tin Macpherson, Director of International Organisations at Amnesty
International.

Al is calling on all governments to support the speedy adoption of a
strong treaty, which would help human rights workers and victims' rela-
tives in their efforts to combat “disappearances” worldwide.

The current draft provides that no one shall be subjected to “enforced
disappearance”, and that victims and their relatives have a right to the
truth regarding this matter.

States party to the treaty must incorporate a specific crime of “en-
forced disappearance” in their national laws. States must investigate
complaints and reports of “enforced disappearance” and bring those
responsible to justice, including suspected perpetrators from other
countries present in their territory.

States must also establish preventive safeguards for people in custody.
They must provide for an urgent judicial remedy which relatives can
invoke to discover victims’ whereabouts and ensure their well-being.

States would be required to make reparation to the victims, and to take
remedial measures regarding children of those who have “disappeared”.

People must not be forcibly returned to a country where they are at
risk of “disappearing”.

An international expert monitoring body will have the power to search
for those who have “disappeared” in states party to the treaty, and to
hear complaints from individuals alleging that their rights under the
treaty have been violated.

As Mr. Macpherson comments, “Less than 50 years ago, people were
not internationally protected from torture, but in 1984 the UN adopted
an international Convention against Torture. The importance of this
legal instrument in the fight against torture is now widely recognised. It
is now time for governments to take concrete action against
‘disappearances’ by adopting a similar treaty against this egregious
form of human rights violation.”
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Amnesty in action

Distress. denial and disappeirtment in Darfur

ld 1 Kalma IDP camp

near Nyala

The picture is one of distress of people
whose Iives and livelihood have been
destroved, denial of responsibility by the
Sudanese government and disappoini-
ment at the slow progress to resolve this
Crisis.

An Amnesty International delegation
headed by Secretary General Irene
Khan visited Darfur from 14-21 Septem-
ber 2004.The visit confirmed Al's earlier
analysis of attacks on villages by gov-
ernment supported Janjawid militia, in
some cases backed by the Sudanese
armed forces, the killing of civilians, and
the looting and burning of homes.

The delegation heard first hand accounts
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The Al delegates visited displaced
people from nomadic tribes now in Musai
camp near Nyala, where they heard “mir-
ror image” accounts of killings and of

rapes.

“People are still being uprooted from
their homes by fighting as well as by
deliberate attacks on civilians,” stated Bill
Schulz, Al USA Executive Director, de-
scribing the recent arrival of 3,000 refu-
gees at Kalma camp.

Although the government had increased |

the number of police in Darfur, Al noted

. that they were not properly equipped.

of atrocities from those in camps and \

villages in western and southern Darfur
and saw villages either burnt to the
ground or abandoned.

Two women described how, in Febru-

ary 2004, their village in western Darfur |

was attacked, leaving some 130 dead.
So many men had been killed that the
women buried as many of the dead as
they could before nightfall, placing the
rest of the bodies in a shelter. But the
Janjawid returned in the night to burn
those bodies.

Also, displaced persons said that police
did not investigate their complaints and

that some Janjawid had been absorbed |

into the police and government militia.

“Because of rampant insecurity and the
failure to address past abuses, those
who have suffered say they do not trust
the government. They say they don't feel
safe in the camps... [and] they do not
feel safe enough to return to their
villages,” said Samkelo Mokhine, Chair
of Al South Africa.

The Al delegation also found that the
Government “safe areas” were not pro-
viding real safety, but instead were act-

ing as a disincentive for restoring secu-
rity elsewhere.

“The UN must persuade the Govern-
ment of Sudan to abandon this concept
and instead put its weight behind the al-
ready agreed Plan of Action to enhance
safety throughout Darfur by stopping
violations of human rights and interna-
tional humanitarian law, respecting the
ceasefire, disarming and disbanding the
militia, and ending impunity.”

Al welcomed the request by the United
Nations Security Council for the rapid
establishment of an independent Inter-
national Commission of Inquiry to inves-
tigate war crimes and crimes against hu-
manity and establish whether genocide
has taken place.

The delegation concluded that the situ-
ation remains precariocus. “The region
does not have the infrastructure to al-
low a humanitarian operation of this
scale to be run for a long period of time.
If displacement continues, access is lost,
international assistance and attention
drops, there is still a possibility that the
crisis could turn into a catastrophe.”
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Rape as a weapon of war
in Darfur

“Some 15 women and girls were raped in
different huts in the village. The Janjawid
broke the limbs of some women and girls to
prevent them from escaping.

“Five to six men would rape us,
one after the other, for hours dur-
ing six days, every night. My hus-
band could not forgive me after
this, he disowned me.”

Describing the systematic viclence against
women, Al's report, Rape as a weapon of
war, concludes that the mass rapes in Darfur
are war crimes and crimes against human-
ity and that litlle is being done to stop them.

The report, based on hundreds of
testimonies, reveals how women and girls
as young as eight are being raped, abducted
and forced into sexual slavery by the
Janjawid.

' Despite promises by the Sudanese govern-
ment to disarm the Janjawid there is still no
protection for women and girls. Indeed, in
almost all attacks recorded by Al, the
Sudanese army was either directly involved

|in or witnessed the atrocities.

| “The suffering and abuse endured by these
|women goes far beyond the actual rape.
| Rape has a devastating and ongoing impact
| on the health of women and girls and survi-
|vors now face a lifetime of stigma and
| marginalisation from their own families and
| communities,” says the report.

| The report concludes that “Women and girls
| are being attacked, not only to dehumanize
the women themselves but also to humiliate,

punish, control, inflict fear and displace |

women and to persecute the community to
 which they belong,"

Amnesty International is
calling for:

® Trained medical professionals io
be sent immediately to care for
SUrvivors

® Al parties to the conflict to stop
and publicly condemn the use of
rape as a weapon of war and to
put adequate mechanisms in
place to ensure the protection of
civilians.

® The Janjawid militia to be dis
armed and disbanded and
placed in a position where they
may no longer attack the civilian
population.

Amnesty in action

® Aninternational Commission of
Inquiry to be established imme
diately to examine evidence of
war crimes, crimes against
humanity and other violations of
international humanitarian law
including rape, as well as allega
tions of genocide.

® The perpetrators of attacks on
civilians, including sexual vio
lence against women, to be
brought to justice in trials that
meet international standards of
fairness,

Amnesty International's global campaign to
Stop Violence Against Women is working to
end human rights violations against women
in Sudan. However, to strengthen the hu-
man rights situation now in Darfur, a com-
prehensive approach to the situation in the
whole of Sudan is needed. Impunity for grave
human rights violations, the lack of freedom
of expression or association, harsh condi-
tions of detention, unfair trials and an
unreformed judiciary as well as the use of
militias to kill and displace civilians, and arms
proliferation — all are issues that need to be
urgently addressed throughout Sudan.

To read the full report and see the video of
Irene Khan in Drafur, visit: http://web.
amnesty.org/pages/sdn-index-eng
To find out what you can do, visit: hitp://web.
amnesty.org/pages/sdn-toolkit-eng
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AIHK’s action on Darfur

In light of the massive women’s human
rights abuses in Darfur, an e-mail petition
was started in July and signatures for a let-
ter to the Sudanese President were also col-
lected from passers-by at the Tsim Sha Tsui
Star Ferry pier on August 15. Your help is
still needed in putting more pressure onto
the Sudanese government to fulfill its ob-
ligations to protect the human rights of
women. Please write to the President to ex-
press your concern and e-mail the letter to
us at (ai_svaw @yahoo.com.hk) so that we
can send the letter to the Sudan representa-
tive in Beijing.
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é Amnesty in action

TiIMOR-LESTE: FIVE YEARS ON, INDONESIA STILL DENIES JUSTICE TO VICTIMS OF

FRAEGFORMAAKRIZEENRER

SEXUAL VIOLENCE X % 3

Graffiti on a wall in Manatuto, Timor-Leste

HEOEMBEEE RIS LEEEFN

Five years ago, the population of Timor-Leste
(East Timor) voted in a UN-organized ballot
for independence from Indonesia. In the run-
up to the ballot and immediately afterwards,
the Indonesian security forces and Indonesia-
backed militia groups opposed to indepen-
dence embarked on a campaign of murder,
destruction and intimidation. Around 1,400
people were killed, an unknown number
tortured, and women were raped and sub-
jected to other forms of sexual violence.

The violations were so wide-spread and sys-
tematic that they are considered to be crimes
against humanity, and over 350 people have
so far been indicted in a UN-backed justice
process in Timor-Leste. Some 280 of them are
believed to be at large in Indonesia. However,
Indonesia has investigated just five cases and
brought only 18 people to trial, and has failed
to hold accountable a single member of the
security forces for the human rights violations
committed during this period.

Among the hundreds of cases not investigated
in Indonesia is the rape of three women in
Lolotoe Sub-district. In Timor-Leste, three men
have been sentenced to terms of imprison-
ment in connection with this case. However,
two remaining suspects, an Indonesian mili-
tary officer and a militia member, are believed
to be in Indonesia. Indonesia has refused to
transfer them and around 280 others to Timor-
Leste to stand trial.

Because of Indonesia’s failure to ensure that
members of its security forces are held
accountable, Amnesty International is calling
on the UN to establish an International Com-
mission of Experts to ensure justice for the
three women in Lolotoe Sub-district, and the
hundreds of other victims of human rights vio-
lations in Timor-Leste in 1999.

ABE HR 10 www.amnesty.org.hk

Take action!
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Please send appeals immediately to the governments of the
US and the UK, asking them to act in their capacity as per-
manent members of the UN Security Council.

WIEP{TE !
BIEBRES TREMBARA - ERMEMRHSHEZ 2ESE
EREREROSHERTE -

(English sample letter)
Dear,

{ am writing to express my concein about the failure
to bring to justice the perpetrators of crimes against hu-
manity and other serious crimes in Timor-Leste in 1999,

Trials in Indonesia have been so limited and flawed
that neither truth nor justice has emerged.

Two suspects indicted for crimes against humanity
including imprisonment or other severe deprivation of physi-
cal liberty and rape in Lolotoe Sub-district, Timor-Leste, are
believed to be among around 280 persons indicted for
crimes against humanity in Timor-Leste who are af large in
Indonesia.

Given the failure of Indonesia to bring the perpetra-
fors to justice and the limitations of the process in Timor-
Leste, including Indonesia’s failure fo cooperate with it, |
urge you to support the establishment of an International
Commission of Experis to review the processes so far and
to make recommendations for an effective judicial process
to bring to justice the perpetrators of crimes against hu-
manity and other serious crimes.

The victims of sexual violence, torture, and murder
have been denied justice for five years. Flease help them
to find it.

Yours sincerely,
(Name and signature)
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Please send appeals to EifARES:

Colin L. Powell
Secrelary of State

U.S. Department of State
2201 C St NW
Washington, DC 20520
United States

The Honorable (Ret) Jack Straw
Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs

King Charles Street

London SW1A 2ZAH

United Kingdom

Fax: (+1) 202 261 B577




Amnesty International, Oxfam and the Inter-
national Action Network on Small Arms
(IANSA) have launched a campaign calling
for a global Arms Trade Treaty, and for local
action to protect civilians from armed
violence.

According fo the campaign report, the arms
trade is dangerously unregulated, allowing
weapons 1o reach repressive governments
and criminals. Arms proliferation fuels hu-
man rights violations, poverty and conflict.
Every minute, someone is killed by armed
violence, and many more people suffer se-
rious injury.

National arms export controls are riddled
with loopholes. The availability of arms trig-
gers conflicts and prolongs wars once they
break out, Conflict and armed crime prevent
aid from reaching those who need it, and
often leads to the denial of health care and
education.

The 11 September 2001 attacks and the re-
sulting “war on terror” have fuelled weap-
ons proliferation and arms exports, particu-
larly by the United States and Britain, to new-
found allies such as Pakistan and Indonesia,
regardless of human rights or development
concerns.

"Each year, hundreds of thousands of people
are unlawfully killed, tortured, raped and dis-
placed through the misuse of arms,” said
Irene Khan, Secretary General of Amnesty
International.

“With the '‘war on terror' dominating the in-
ternational agenda, there should be renewed
interest in arms control. Yet the reverse has
occurred. The vicious circle of arms
transfers, conflict and abuse can and must
be stopped.”

In addition to an Arms Trade Treaty, the cam-
paign is calling for;

® Governments to develop and
strengthen regional arms control.

o Governments to rigorously control
national arms exports and dealers, and do
more to prevent law enforcers misusing their
weapons, and to protect citizens from armed
violence.

L ] Local authorities and community lead-
ers to help improve safety at a community
level by developing projects to reduce the
local availability and demand for arms.

The Human Cost

2 There are 300,000 child soldiers in-
volved in conflicts.

L] Women and girls are raped at gunpoint
during armed conflict — for example, 15,700
in Rwanda and 25,000 in Croatia and Bosnia.

® Mearly half (42 per cent)
of countries with the highest
defence burden rank among
the lowest in human
development. For example,
Eritrea spends more than 20
per cent of its GDP on defence.
] In Africa, economic
losses due to war are about
$15 billion per year.

For more information visit:
www.controlarms.org
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lost the use of her legs in 1998 when she
was hit by a stray bullet in a shoot-out be-
tween thieves and private security forces

| while walking home from school
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é Amnesty in action

Human Rights ABC

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is
the must-know document for when you talk
about human rights. Here are 5 questions to
test your basic knowledge of the declaration.

£10e, youl raadly 1. (HRARSES) BOHEBILRMRE ?
1. When was the Universal Declaration of

Riean ights passed and adoptedt 2. {RABEREEHSBHMBBLRER (ERA
2. Which UN body passed and adopted the ~~ BES) B ?

declaration?

3. How many members were there on the 8. (ERARES) NERE[E-RFTIDS
drafting committee for the declaration? BER ?

4. Where were these committee members

from? 4. FEERESSHRNERSEMLEEIRIE ?

5. How many articles does the declaration
have? 5. (HRAEEE) 52VDHEEX?

Please find the answers on page 18 EEPBISR

M HR 12 www.amnesty.org.hk




DP GROUP FETURRESA

The Death Penalty Group held an event on
10 October 2004 to commemorate World
Day Against the Death Penalty. The day is
aimed at forging solidarity between the many
groups working towards abolition and is a
focus for awareness raising and campaign-
ing around the world. AIHK leafleted and
collected signatures for two petitions in Cen-
tral as part of the event.

Five countries are known to have executed
juvenile offenders this century, although only
the USA openly admits to and claims the right
to execute offenders under eighteen at the
time of the offence.

The first petition calls on the governments
of the five countries — the USA, China,
Pakistan, Iran and the Democratic Republic
of the Congo — to stop these executions.

Although in 1997 China amended its crimi-
nal law to abolish the death penalty for de-
fendants who were under eighteen at the
time of the offence, there have since been
cases of juveniles facing the death penalty.
The second petition therefore calls on the
Chinese authorities to respect the law and
make every effort to ascertain the age of of-
fenders where there is doubt.

The petitions are ongoing and can still be
signed. If you are interested in signing them
or joining this vibrant and active group of
AIHK members then please contact Liz at
lizwhite @ netvigator.com or Dominique at
melody_chaussant @yahoo.com.hk
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HRE EXPRESS AR#EHRA

The winning |

Schools:

We received 17 invitations for talks and 6
workshops before the new academic year
started. For these talks and workshops, the
coverage of human rights issues includes
Basic Human Rights, Discrimination, the
Death Penalty and Women's Rights.

Since the Children’s Edition Urgent Actions
{CEUA) were launched last year, 43 second-
ary schools have registered with the service.
The CEUA is a good way for English teach-
ers to teach their students to write appeal
letters. Currently, CEUA cases are sent
quarterly.

Human Rights Day:

It is almost time to prepare for Human Rights
Day, which is on 10 December. As well as
the usual carnival-style celebrations, the
Preparatory Committee, which is AlHK's
current convening organisation, has decided
to host a competition for students which in-
corporates human rights issues into their
project learning. The theme this year is ar-
bitrary detention,

Exhibition:

The winning photoegraphs of this year's Hu-
man Rights Press Awards will be exhibited
outside the communal area of the Rayson
Huang Theatre, the University of Hong Kong,
from 25 to 30 October 2004,

"5 Human

Rights Press Awards
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Talk by Irene Fernandez
BRVE - B BETHES
[ S T b
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
HONG KONG .

The Malaysia Group invited Malaysian hu-
man rights defender Irene Fernandez to give
a talk about human rights and freedom of
expression in Malaysia on 4 September
2004. Irene was convicted of “maliciously
spreading false news" under Malaysia's re-
strictive Printing Press and Publications Law
for exposing human rights viclations occur-
ring in detention camps for undocumented
migrants in Malaysia and sentenced to one
year's imprisonment in October 2003. She
is currently on bail and waiting for an appeal
date. Irene gave an inspiring speech in which
she linked the human rights violations suf-
fered by undocumented migrant workers to
the larger issues of corruption, globalisation
and the lack of freedom of expression in
Malaysia.

The Malaysia Group campaigns against re-
pressive laws, such as the Internal Security
Act (ISA), which allows detention for long
periods without charge or trial and the Print-
ing Press and Publications Act (PPPA),
which effectively stifles freedom of expres-
sion in Malaysia. We campaign on behalf of
individuals who suffer human rights viola-
tions as a result of these laws. We also cam-
paign against police brutality and for the
basic human rights of undocumented mi-
grants and asylum seekers in Malaysia to
be respected.
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Call for nominations
RB0ES

The AIHK Nominating Committee is
now seeking nominations for Execu-
tive Committee (Exco) members for
2005. AlHK needs committed, ener-
getic and knowledgeable members to
join the organization’s leadership.
AlHK is undergoing major changes
and growth and we need leaders with
diverse skill sets to help guide the or-
ganization into the future.

Exco members will be elected from
nominations at the AIHK Annual Gen-
eral Meeting scheduled for 13 Decem-
ber 2004. If you are interested in join-
ing this dynamic leadership group
please submit:

® your current CV/Resume;
and

L a covering letter signed by
you and at least one other current
AlHK member stating:

P why you wish to join AIHK's
Executive Committee; and

o your experience in human
rights work and in governing not-for-
profit organizations.

Submissions should be sent to the
AlIHK office no later than 12 Novem-
ber 2004,
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Lawyers’ Group {ZBf#E

The AIHK Lawyers' Group provides le-
gal practitioners interested in interna-
tional human rights with an opportunity
to come together. Members’ interests
span a broad range of human rights
issues. Most recently the group has
participated in a worldwide campaign to
pressure the US government to abolish
the death penalty for children. In the
coming months, the group will be ana-
lyzing the anti-race discrimination leg-
islation proposed by the HKSAR
government. Group members assist
other arms of AIHK when a lawyer's
perspective is needed. The group con-
tinues to grow, and interested individu-
als are encouraged to learn more by
contacting Melissa K Neher at admin-
hk@amnesty.org.
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Transparence %FH

AIHK is committed to making itself as trans-
parent as possible. Therefore, members are
welcome to view the minutes of the monthly
Executive Committee meetings on request,

BB MEEE R ERES BC8AMAE
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Get Involved Z2Ed

Even if you are not interested in joining Exco,
please remember that we always need vol-
unteers and that involvement in organizing
campaigns and activities can be meaningful

as well.
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Worldwide issues ++R=E (@

Lan quash@s the right  of Israeli Arab citizens te famllg life

A woman and her daughter join a demonstration in July against the Citizenship and Entry into

,._- Far N | ' ' )} "L\}]

Families face being torn apart by the Citi-
zenship and Entry into Israel Law, which dis-
criminates on the basis of ethnicity and na-
tionality

Thousands of Israeli Arab citizens continue to be denied the right to
live as a family by a controversial law which was extended in July.
The Citizenship and Entry into Israel Law bars Israelis married to
Palestinians from the Occupied Territories from living together in
Israel. They have no alternative but to live with their spouses “ille-
gally” or have their families torn apart. For most, leaving the country
altogether is simply not an aption.

"At the Interior Ministry they told me to either get divorced or to go
live in the West Bank,” said Salwa Abu Jaber, 29, from northern
Israel. Speaking to Al, she explained how her husband, Mahmoud
al-Hader of Jenin, was repeatedly refused “family unification” - the
authorization required of all Palestinians wishing to join their fami-
lies in Israel. Faced with little choice, Mahmoud al-Hader has been
forced to live illegally in Israel with his wife and their children. As a
result, says Abu Jaber, “my husband is like a prisoner here; he can-
not go anywhere for fear of being arrested and expelled again”.
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