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From the Chair if%%%é

| have been feeling rather disturbed lately because of both natural
and human-made disasters.

At the end of 2004, a devastating tsunami triggered by a mega earth-
quake off the coast of Indonesia destroyed a region around the In-
dian Ocean in the blink of an eye. Many victims struggled to survive
in the rapid current, and many lives were taken effortlessly by the
waves. The number of deaths had reached 220,000 at the time of
writing. Many who survived, however, have lost their homes. It is
sorrowful, and has caused a ripple of lasting distress in my mind.

Although natural disasters are frightening, they only happen over a
limited period of time. Human-made tragedies, on the other hand,
are far more threatening, since they can continue, and are often more
destructive than natural disasters.

While governments and people from different nations are combining
their efforts to put together resources to help those victims in need,
showing the kindness of human beings, some people are revealing
the evil side of it. There are rumours that children were kidnapped
from hospitals and were likely to be taken by traffickers in order to
make money out of them. There are also rumours about some women
who survived from the disaster, but suffered acts or threats of sexual
abuse.

As a human rights group, Amnesty International is monitoring the
rescue programmes, and requests that all governments and
organisations involved in the rescue take heed of the basic values of
human rights, set no differentiation in race, colour, sex, language,
religion, religious beliefs and political views, and treat victims equally
and distribute the rescue supplies according to their needs. Amnesty
International also urges the concerned governments and
organisations to protect those victims left destitute after the tsunami
and earthquake from further harm.

The death of the former Communist Party leader Zhao Ziyang has
deepened the feeling of sorrow and powerlessness in my already
disturbed mind. Zhao’s unfinished wish — to rectify the Party’s ver-
dict of the 1989 Tiananmen democracy demonstration and hunger
strike that ended with the June 4 massacre - is shared by many
Hong Kong and mainland Chinese. Zhao has finally obtained a para-
doxical freedom from his 16 years of house arrest through his death.

Zhao impressed me the most with his speech on May 19, 1989 to
the students who were protesting for democracy in Tiananmen Square.
He said, “Fellow students, we have come too late! So sorry ...."

His words gave me hope that the issue could be resolved. And |
somehow believed that those students who were on hunger strike
fighting for democracy would finally come out of the situation with
grace. However, the later development proved that | was naive. At
the break of day on June 4, 1989, bullets went through the bodies of
those citizens of Beijing, and tanks crushed the dreams of those
dreamers of democracy.

This anti-corruption campaign and demonstration for democracy took
place in Beijing during the transitional period from Spring to Summer
in 1989. This event might be considered as “political turbulence” by
current China officialdom. |, however, would call it a turning point of
political awareness. It sowed a seed in my heart to work for human
rights.

Apart from mourning for the former General Secretary Zhao Ziyang,
Amnesty International demands that the Chinese government fol-
lows its constitutional law which states that human rights shall be
respected and safeguarded, that all political prisoners of conscience
be released, and that an independent, thorough and just investiga-
tion of the June 4 massacre be instigated.

Si-si Liu
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éWOmen and war

Women patients at Panzi Hospital, Bukavu, eastern DRC. The hospital treats up to 200 rape survivors a month, many of whom require
mmnsmu,tm, surgery. Only two hospitals in eastern DRC - are able to pmde this treatment. © Al
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Lives Blown Apart, a new Amnesty International report, reveals
a systematic pattern of abuse occurring in conflicts worldwide.
Despite promises, treaties and legal mechanisms, governments
are failing to protect women and girls from violence.

Rape, often accompanied by extreme brutality, is used in war
to intimidate, control, and torture. Even those mandated to pro-
tect civilians — aid workers and UN peacekeepers — have sexu-
ally abused women and girls under their care.

In the Indian state of Jammu and Kashmir, widespread rapes
by the Indian and Pakistani army have been reported. After 20-
year-old Gulsham Bano and her mother, Raja Begum, were
gang-raped by members of the Indian security forces in 1999,
they filed a complaint. They were told that unless they with-
drew their complaint, members of their family would be killed.

Many rape victims, particularly the very young, do not survive.
Those who do may be infected with HIV and suffer serious re-
productive problems. They also suffer from the strong cultural
stigma attached to rape.

Cherifa Bouteiba, a young Algerian woman, was abducted by
seven armed men and repeatedly raped before she managed
to escape. She fell pregnant as a result and then had a
miscarriage. Her husband divorced her because she had “soiled
his honour", and she subsequently became homeless as her
relatives feared that her presence would put them in danger.

Attacks on women sometimes focus on their role as mothers of
the next generation. During the 30-year conflict in Guatemala,
soldiers told Al that they had destroyed foetuses and mutilated
wormnen's sexual organs to “eliminate guerrilla spawn”,

Bearing the brunt

The destruction of war weighs particularly heavily on women
because of their role as carers, combined with higher levels of
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poverty. Healthcare, childcare and education spending is
often cut in favour of “national security” programmes. Ac-
cording to US NGOs, the cost of funding one F-22 fighter
plane for one year could pay the annual healthcare ex-
penses for 1.3 million women in the USA.

Impoverished and disinherited

Once fighting starts, bereavement is inevitable. In societ-
ies where a woman's status is determined by her relation-
ship to a man, widowhood or separation has dire economic
and social conseqguences, particularly if a woman cannot
obtain official recognition that her partner is dead. In Gua-
temala and in Jammu and Kashmir, the widows of the “dis-
appeared” have been unable to obtain state benefits.

The struggle to survive

The destruction of communities, land, resources and infra-
structure hits women particularly hard. For example, women
suffer if distribution systems have been polluted or
destroyed. They have to go further in search of supplies,
often entering minefields or areas where they risk assault.

Women's traditional activities are often no longer possible
because of destruction, environmental pollution or because
they have had to abandon their homes. They may then be
forced into illegal activities.

The toll on women’s health

War-related injuries; vulnerability to disease aggravated by
fatigue, malnutrition and displacement; damage to the
healthcare system; inaccessibility of health centres and
hospitals; and widespread sexual violence and the atten-
dant transmission of HIV and other diseases all affect women
in wartime. Health services may be under-resourced and
access to treatment may be manipulated for political
reasons.

Fear and flight

Women fleeing without the protection of their communities
are at increased risk. Women and girls in flight may be forced
to offer sex in return for safe passage, food, shelter or
documentation. In war-torn regions, they are sometimes
trapped in areas where no aid can reach them. In the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo approximately 2.7 million people,
mostly women and children, have been internally displaced.
Many have no external support.

Camps - haven or horror?

If they reach a refugee camp, women and girls often find
that resources are in short supply, and what is available is
not distributed equitably. The UN Development Fund for
Women, UNIFEM, warns that women and girls face dis-
crimination in camps in the distribution of everything from
food to plastic sheeting. Women and girls are also vulner-
able to sexual exploitation by those who control access to
supplies.

“l have to sleep with so many men to make 1500
so that | can feed myself and my child. They pay
me 300 each time, but if | am lucky and | get an
NGO worker, he can pay me 1500.” Young refu-
gee mother in Guinea, 2002.

The barriers to justice

One of the key factors that allows violence against women
to continue is the failure to hold those responsible account-
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é Women and war

able for their deeds. Rape and other forms of gender-based
violence are rarely prosecuted. Rape has cne of the lowest
conviction rates in the world — around 10 per cent — during
peacetime. In conflict situations, the prospect of justice being
served is even more remote.

Fear, intimidation and the stigma associated with sexual vio-
lence also deter women from pursuing justice. Women from
marginalised communities may feel alienated from the legal
system, and in some areas, the legal system may have bro-
ken down as a result of conflict.

Even when countries have legislation, they may not imple-
ment it. The issues of sexual slavery and the rape of war vic-
tims have been incorporated into Colombia’s new Penal Code,
for example, but no cases had been brought forward by the
beginning of 2004, despite the submission of copious
testimonies.

Where the accused are government soldiers, a complaint may
fall within military jurisdiction — an additional source of impunity.
Prosecuting members of armed opposition groups is even more
difficult.

Women from across Asia who were used as sex slaves by the
Japanese Imperial Army during the Second World War have
campaigned for justice for years. Their demands include a
public apology from the government and prosecution of their
abusers. To date, Japan has neither acknowledged legal liabil-
ity nor prosecuted anyone in the matter.

Genuine justice

Justice is the key to stopping the vioclence, and when the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) begins its first prosecutions, it
will open a new avenue for women to access justice. Justice
confirms that rape and sexual violence are crimes, restores
dignity, and delivers redress. Justice also sends a signal to
those thinking about committing violence that it will not be
tolerated.

However, the success of an ICC prosecution depends on the
co-operation it receives from governments, including their as-
sistance during investigations, the sharing of evidence, and
the protection of withesses who may be at risk.

Building for peace

Despite the impact of conflict on women and girls, they are still
excluded from peace negotiations. It is vital that women are
made active participants in the decisions that affect their lives
before, during and after conflicts. This is the only way to en-
sure that women'’s concerns get priority.

“Women have a crucial role to play in re-building
secure communities and countries. All over the world
women are challenging violence, discrimination and
silence. Without women’s active involvement in any
peace process there can be no security, no justice
and no peace.” Irene Khan, Secretary General, Al.

Women’s organisations, often working in dangerous
circumstances, are involved worldwide in countering discrimi-
nation and violence. Their activism has changed the interna-
tional agenda and helped countless women and girls. Amnesty
International’s campaign to Stop Violence against Women aims
to support and bolster the continuing efforts to stop crimes
against women in conflict, To see how you can help, visit http:/
/web.amnesty.org/actforwomen/index-eng

A HR 6 www.amnesty.org.hk

An lndonesian waman protests in Jukarta m May 2003 against the internal
conflict in Nanggroe Aceh Darussalom. © Evelyn Hocksiein/ Polaris
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Amnesty 1in action é

“Having seen the cost in human suffer-
ing of innocent men, women and
children, in conflict in Africa and around
the world, | believe that it is time the
global community establish an interna-
tional framework on arms confrol. This
will help limit the number of arms sold
and used in wars and conflict and assist
in mopping up the arms that are already
in the community. We all need to sup-
port Amnesty International, IANSA and
Oxfam in their Control Arms Campaign
and help make the world safe from con-
flicts and armed violence.” — Archbishop
Desmond Tutu (Right)

The Control Arms Campaign coalition (Al,
Oxfam and IANSA) is calling for a legally
binding international Arms Trade Treaty
(ATT). An ATT would prevent weapons
being sent to destinations where they un-
dermine human rights, fuel crime and gen-
der-based violence, or exacerbate
poverty.

One year after the launch of the campaign,
over 200,000 people in more than 90
countries have joined the Million Faces
Petition calling for tough arms controls.

Governments around the world, including
Finland, Mali and Cambaodia, and some
significant arms exporters like the UK,
have indicated their support for an ATT to
control international arms transfers.

UK Foreign Secretary Jack Straw recently
announced the UK's support saying, "We
will start to work soon with international
partners, drawing on experience from the
EU, to build support for an international
Arms Trade Treaty, further to extend the
international rule of law”. The UK is the
fourth largest exporter of weapons in the
world, and this statement signals a huge
success for the campaign.

Other successes of the campaign so far
include:

® police firearms control is now on the
agenda of the UN’s human rights sub-com-
mission

L] regional bodies, such as the EU and
the Organization of American States, are
considering international human rights and
humanitarian law standards to control arms
supplies

L] growing pressure in many countries
to strengthen the UN's 2001 programme of
action on small arms and light weapons, es-
pecially to make UN embargoes effective,
to mark and trace illegal weapons, to curb
illicit arms brokering and to encourage na-
tional arms control action plans.

To join the campaign and take action go
to http://www.controlarms.org
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Werld Congress Against the Death Penalty £k RIEFIZ#

The Second World Congress Against |

the Death Penalty (WCADP) held on
QOctober 9, 2004 in Montreal, brought

together a range of groups and individu- |

als with the shared objective of highlight-
ing the death penalty as a flawed mea-
sure of penal policy.

The event, attended by AIHK Death
Penalty Group co-ordinator and secre-
tary of the section, Hugh Whitby, was
also held to draft a text consolidate and
international coalition against the death
penalty, to boost public awareness of
the issue, and to promote co-operation
between different groups on the matter.

The congress also aimed to serve as a
forum where Canadian and European
experiences of abolition could be
shared. While North America and Eu-
rope were well represented, delegates
from Africa and Asia were not. As a
consequence, there was an inevitable
a bias towards the American experience.

Dominant themes and points of
interest

®  The current global situation con-
tains much scope for optimism

® Despite “terrorism”, there has
been no corresponding increase in the
application of the death penalty

® A more aggressive campaigning
stance needs to be taken

® The movement should set the
agenda and terms of the debate when
it comes to the media

®  “Unusual suspects” such as celeb-
rities and professionals such as doctors,
lawyers and politicians could help gen-
erate public interest in the issue

® The death penalty should be
linked to broader human rights issues
for effective campaigning

®  Linking the death penalty issue to
questions of legal procedures could also
be effective on the road to abolition

® As could co-operation between
different human rights organisations

Discussions on Asia

® An Al delegate from the Philip-
pines explained the importance of cam-
paigning which is aimed at the general
public to provide politicians with evi-
dence of public support

®  InJapan, legal groups are increas-
ingly active, and legislative pressure is
mounting for a review

®  Adepressing picture of wide-scale
corruption and injustice combined with
massive public antipathy was reported
fram Thailand

® [ndia has little sense of a coher-
ent abolitionist movement. Government
secrecy is still a problem, but execution
figures remain low

AR HR 8 www.amnesty.org.hk

® The movement should plan to find
and build on a growing consensus within
the academic community in China in a
bid for a reduction in the scope of the
death penalty

® Specific information on cases
needed to be brought to the PRC
government’s attention

® The WTO and the Beijing Olym-
pics present an opportunity to exert in-
ternational pressure in China

Conclusions and implications
for AIHK

The combination of experiences, infor-
mation and enthusiasm made this a very
successful event. It was interesting to

| learn from experiences even if they

seemed remote from the situation which
AIHK faces.

| In the run-up to the Beijing Olympics,

AlHK is in a key position to raise its pro-
file on the death penalty issue. Raising
awareness should be a priority.

Hong Kong’s strategic position with
China affords the possibilities of can-
vassing local politicians, lawyers and
professionals to join in the opposition
to the death penalty in China.

The Issue extends beyond China and
throughout Asia. AIHK should aim to
build more bridges with sympathetic
groups throughout Asia — support adds
credibility and motivation to everybody
involved.
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Amnesty in action

sudan: Time to catch the criminals
T REFIFEIRVSET

Despite 21 years of war crimes
and crimes against humanity
not one single perpetrator has
been brought to justice in

Sudan.

21 years of conflict. More than 2 mil-
lion dead. 6 million forced to leave their _y
homes. Thousands of women and chil-
dren abducted and/or raped. Hundreds
of villages destroyed and relatives still _
missing. v -
The whole world knows the horror of ¥ :g}
Sudan, yet despite these appalling 7 A i CPWke :
figures, not one single perpetrator of war /' \ )
crimes or crimes against humanity has .y ‘.k‘ e
been brought to justice in Sudan. v i -

Wormm with child in Kalma IDP camp near Nyala. South Darlur, Sudun. © Evelyn Huckstein/Polaris
If the perpetrators of war crimes, crimes e : e
against humanity and other crimes un-

der international law are not broughtto  REBIBTFITRE ABROTEE 215 » BE—IRERESE

account, they and others will be encour-

aged to commit further crimes. AR LUE

The UN Security Council knows that its
calls for suspgcted perpetrators in ﬁ%ﬁﬁj%:—k_g , ﬁégﬁg.*%_&l_ ! ﬁgfﬁﬁ)\%ﬁﬁ,ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ & ﬂ?@ ﬁkgﬂi

Sudan to be brought to justice have EZ|##%e70/ HiER - SHEETTHEY  EPEIFEOBADRBMHE -

been ignored, yet it has failed to act.

£k F % 7 {] 25 $56 v 7R (RS IR LE g| =
We, as members of the international =L FBA BRI A REMBHLRE - AT - BEALLEEEENKANE
community must take action to ensure EEHEREE—EHPRLARAEBFILHELENS -

that the perpetrators of the worst pos- . . o . 5 . r
sible crimes in Sudan are held individy.  MRTERBBIRIL « XA BRILAKIER BESEFIAEREENE - MER

ally criminally responsible. MEUREMAMREZIGBMERNE -

ACT NOW!

Write to Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People’s Republic of China, urging the UN Security Council to ensure that
perpetrators of grave crimes in Sudan are now brought to justice.

[Sample letter]

i

Dear Minister,

I'm writing to you to express my concern about the continuing failure to bring to justice those Send your appeal to:

responsible for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Sudan. Impunity has fuelled insecurity

in Sudan for more than 21 years. Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
People's Republic of China

I therefore uri our rnment ber of the UN Securi I, to: :
erefore urge your government, as a member o urity Council, to L} Zhaoxing Buzhang

o Ensure the Sudanese government implements all human rights it has committed to re- Minist f Foreian Affai
spect under the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, 5 g;_? *o ore:gﬁ da|lr_s
o Ensure a comprehensive reform of Sudanese criminal law and the justice system in con- Sy aNgman nancope

Beijingshi 100701

formity with international human rights and humanitarian law. Legal provisions that give immunity People’s Republic of China

to the securily forces must be abolished;

o In view of Sudan'’s lack of compliance with previous Security Council’s resclutions and the
failure of the Sudanese legal system to bring to justice those responsible for serious crimes
under international law, the Security Council should refer the situation in Sudan, including Darfur,
to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court, according to Article 13 (b) of the Rome
Statute;

L4 Give full consideration to the findings and recommendations of the UN Commission of
Inquiry on Darfur, created under Security Council Resolution 1564 and mandated to investigate
reports of crimes commifted by all parties and to identify the perpetrators of such crimes, with a
view to ensuring that those responsible are held individually criminally responsible.

E-mail: webmaster @ mfa.gov.cn
Telegram: Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Beijing, China

Yours sincerely,
AdE HR 9 www.amnesty.arg.hk
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W) webmaster@mfa.gov.cn
EE: PEIEEHAEN Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Beijing, China

Human Rights ABC

ARRBLRA

1. How many language versions of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights can be found on the website of the
United Nations?
a. over 100
d. over 400

b. over 200 c. over 300

2. Do you know which three documents constitute the
International Bill of Rights?

3. When were the ICESCR and the ICCPR adopted by the
United Nations?

4. When were the ICESCR and the ICCPR ratified to Hong
Kong?

5. Which article of the Hong Kong Basic Law guarantees
the ICESCR and the ICCPR remain applicable to Hong
Kong?

Please find the anwers at the back of this magazine
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ZMEBESTRA ?
a. @i 100 b. #B58200
c. #BiB 300 d. #Bi&400
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The annual general meeting held on
December 13, 2004 was well attended.
The Executive Committee discussed
major events of the section that took
place during 2004, and also provided its
financial forecast. A detailed annual re-
port was given to the members in
attendance, and a printed version of the
report will be sent to members and do-
nors at a later stage.

Some highlights of the meeting included
the announcement that AIHK's member-
ship has increased more than 10 times
since 2003 to 1,772. The budget has
also doubled, and most importantly, the
organisation has seen growth in
activism.

The new Executive Committee was
elected. Si-si Liu stands for another year
as Chairperson, with Dominique Muller
as Vice-Chair. Peter Mok also stands
for another year as Treasurer, and Hugh
Whitby will serve as Secretary.

Non-office bearers include Melissa K
Neher, Tan Kong Sau, Medeleine Mok,
Raguel Amador and Sarah Carmichael.
A vote of thanks is due to all those out-
going Executive Committee members
who have devoted themselves to the
work of AIHK for many years. The new
Executive Committee’s term will be for
one year (2005). They will do their best
to develop the human rights work of the
section and to serve AIHK members.

It was an honour to have Sister Ann Gray
as guest speaker at the AGM. Sister
Gray is the Research and Documenta-
tion Officer of Action For Reach Out, a
non-governmental organisation that pro-
vides health and legal advice, particu-
larly on HIV/Aids prevention, to local and
migrant female sex workers. Sister Gary
shared the difficulties and discrimina-
tions which sex workers face when deal-
ing with customers and policemen. A
vote of thanks is due to Sister Gray.
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The Death Penalty Group staged two
events presenting two photographers’
depictions of death rows in the United
States. In November, Toshi Kazama dis-
played his photos and gave an enthral-
ling account of his travels across Ameri-
can death rows. The talk was well
attended, and Toshi's personal style was
greatly appreciated.

In December the work of Lucinda Devlin
went on display at the HK Arts Centre.
On the opening night, the film ‘From the
Queen to the Chief Executive’ was
shown to an enthusiastic audience. Leg-
islative Councillor Leung Yiu-chung was
also there to host a lively Q&A session.

&

There have been mixed reports of de-
velopments on the death penalty issue
in Asia recently. Moves in China to make
the Supreme Court the body of ultimate
appeal in capital cases have been wel-
comed by AIHK. However Sri Lanka has
reinstated the death penalty after 26
years, and a recent decision in Pakistan
may lead to minors as young as seven
years old being executed.

This year the Death Penalty Group aims
to raise the profile of the issue, and
seeks to build bridges with similar
groups in Hong Kong and throughout
Asia. It also hopes to organise more di-
verse campaign activities. We hope to
encourage greater participation in these
activities from AIHK members in order
to ensure a greater impact.

Toshi’s talk and photo exhibition
Toshi Kazama RYSEEERAEH B
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PREEREMNERA . 11 B Toshi
Kazama I if 4558 FE B R H it 4948 A7 4E
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i Toshi Kazama B91E A BLAE th X =%
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Lawyers ’ Group tHEHEA

The Al Lawyers’ Group continues to
grow, and the scope of its activities is
expanding. Group members include
barristers, solicitors, academics and stu-
dents interested in international human
rights issues.

Most recently, members of the group
joined the Al International Lawyers Net-
work campaign to bring attention to the
plight of Guantanamo Bay detainees.
Hundreds of individuals are detained in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, by the United
States government, and held under
questionable living conditions with no
access to legal representation. Al sup-
ports the most basic tenets of interna-
tional law which require due process for
the individuals being detained, and the
Lawyers’ Group will continue to write
letters in the coming months to
emphasise this position.

Members of the group also participated
in the recent “Refugee and Migrant Is-
sues Workshop” sponsored by the In-
ternational Secretariat of Al, AIHK and
the Centre for Comparative and Public
Law at the University of Hong Kong.

— ¥

The Refugee and Migrant Issues Workshop
BEREBEEFHIIFS

Over the three day event, participants
gained a broad understanding of refu-
gee and migrant issues both locally and
internationally. During the interactive
element of the workshop, participants
examined the issues more closely, and
developed strategies to address the
needs of asylum seekers and migrants
in Hong Kong. The workshop served
as a starting point for collaboration and
action, and much work still needs to be
done.

On the local legislative front, lawyers in
the Al Group are currently developing
an official submission in relation to the
HKSAR government's proposed anti-
race discrimination legislation. AIHK is
dedicated to promoting the objects and
purposes of the International Conven-
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (ICERD), and is
addressing the government proposals

AME HR 12 www.amnesty.org.hk

with ICERD values in mind.

Legal practitioners with an interest in in-
ternational human rights issues are en-
couraged to participate in this group.
For more information, please contact the
Amnesty International Hong Kong office
at admin-hk@amnesty.org
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Campaign for
Human Rights Education
FRETSEHITAEES

The UN General Assembly launched the
proposed World Programme for Human
Rights Education on Human Rights Day,
December 10, 2004, Amnesty Interna-
tional supports the draft Plan of Action
developed by the OHCHR and
UNESCO. The main objective of the first
phase of the World Programme (2005-
2007) is to achieve comprehensive hu-
man rights education in primary and sec-
ondary schools,

Amnesty International produced a post-
card which students can send it to the
education minister to demand human
rights education be taught in schools. In
Hong Kong, you can send your posicard
to: Professor Arthur K. C. Li, Secretary
for Education and Manpower, 15/F Wu
Chung House, 213 Queen’s Road East,
Wan Chai, Hong Kong. If you want a copy
of the following postcards, please con-
tact the AIHK office.
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16 Days of Activism against Gender Violence

ﬁﬂﬂhﬂﬁﬁ#ﬂg 16 Zi7Hh

The signature campaign in Tuen Mun
I o P B 17y 2 -4 3 D

Violence against women, whether per-
petrated in public or in private, is a form
of human rights violation. The dates
chosen for the campaign symbolically
indicate this link: November 25 marks
International Day Against Violence
Against Women, and December 10 is
International Human Rights Day. The
Hong Kong Section organised the fol-
lowing activities:

November 25, 2004: Signature cam-
paign

2,800 signatures were collected de-
manding an end to violence against
women on both a local and international
level. Co-organised with the Justice &
Peace Committee of the Hong Kong
Catholic Diocese and Kwan Fook Asso-
ciation of Survivors of Domestic
Violence, members of the three
organisations toured around Tuen Mun
distributing pamphlets and collecting sig-
natures for:

1. Local advocacy: the setting up of a
hotline specifically for handling domes-
tic violence (currently, the SWD hotline
handles all kinds of inquiries which
makes incoming calls difficult to be put
through), and requesting the Hong Kong
government to review the mechanism
of handling domestic violence.

2. International advocacy: to continue
the petition on Darfur, Sudan.

December 5, 2004: Human Rights
Day Carnival

The Hong Kong section manned a stall
at Sai Yeung Choi Street South pedes-
trian precinct in Mong Kok. We had a
game for children in order to convey
messages about the issue of violence
against women. We also collected sig-
natures for the two appeals above, and
distributed leaflets covering cases of
violence against women.

December 10, 2004: Talk by Mabel Au
Mabel Au is an activist for women's
issues, and was an observer of the re-

cent elections held in Afghanistan. She
is currently a freelance researcher for
Asian women groups and labour groups.
She gave an inspiring talk about vio-
lence against women in armed conflict
or post conflict situations.
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Human Rights Day
Carnival

AMBEFES

This event marked the 56" anniversary
of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights being adopted by the United
Nations. AIHK and other NGOs
organised a carnival on Sunday, De-
cember 5 at Sai Yeung Choi Street
South pedestrian precinct in Mong Kok,
Our theme was Stop Viclence Against
Women. We had booth games, petition
signing, and an introduction to the case
of Irene Fernandez who disclosed ille-
gal foreign workers who were being ar-
bitrarily detained by the Malaysian
government. Two Pakistani nationals
were invited to atiend a racial discrimi-
nation legislation forum. And nine CCC
Fung Leung Kit Memorial Secondary
School seventh formers doing Liberal
Studies participated in a student project
competition.

The representatives of Al Hong Kong speak for
the case of Irene Fernandez
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R bitter wind in Bhopal

Bhopal reside
Supreme Court |
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Twenty years after the catastro-
phe in Bhopal, India, thousands
of survivors are still struggling for
justice and fair compensation

“There were thousands of bodies,” said
Mohammed Owais, a volunteer at a lo-
cal hospital in Bhopal. “There were bod-
ies everywhere. And people were dy-
ing all round.” The Bhopal gas leak of
December 1984 is acknowledged as
one of the worst industrial disasters of
the 20th century. More than 7,000
people died in the immediate aftermath
of the incident, and a further 15,000 died
in the following years. Some 100,000
continue to suffer from associated
ilinesses, including respiratory disease,
breast and cervical cancer, and anxiety
and depression.

The leak devastated Bhopal's poorest
communities. Its impact reverberated
across the globe, raising guestions
about government and corporate re-
sponsibility for large-scale industrial
accidents. But two decades later, survi-
vors of the tragedy have yet to receive
fair compensation or proper medical
assistance and support. The plant site,
polluted since the 1970s, still has not
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been cleaned up, leaving toxic waste
seeping into the earth and contaminat-
ing water. No one has been held to ac-
count for the damage.

Union Carbide Corporation (UCC), then
owner of the pesticide factory in Bhopal,
and Dow Chemicals, which merged with
UCC in 2001, have publicly denied all
responsibility for the leak and the result-
ing damage. Attempts by survivors’ or-
ganizations to bring the company to jus-
tice through US and Indian courts
proved fruitless.

In 1989, the Indian government, backed
by the Indian Supreme Court, cut short
any further attempts to pursue UCC
through the courts by agreeing a settle-
ment of US$470 million with the
company. The agreement was made
without any consultation with survivors,
and the amount, nominal given the ex-
tent of the catastrophe, still has not been
fully distributed. About 30 per cent of
claims for injuries have been rejected
by the government while around 16,000
are still outstanding. Successful claims
have resulted in minimal payments
which began only in 1992. As late as
September 2004, around US$330 mil-
lion remained held by the Reserve Bank
of India.

In return for a small financial payment,

UCC bought itself civil and criminal
immunity, despite its mismanagement
of the site. The company's decision to
store bulk quantities of ultra-hazardous
material (methyl isocyanate or MIC) in
Bhopal without introducing correspond-
ing safety precautions undermined any
possibility of effectively managing a
breech. Residents in the surrounding
area were not warned of the possibility
of a leak, even though the company was
aware, as early as two years prior to the
incident, that the plant was unsafe. Af-
ter the event, UCC refused to divulge
any information about the chemical con-
tent of the leaked substances making it
very difficult to properly treat victims.

The Bhopal disaster is a case not only
of corporate negligence, but also of the
failure of the Indian government to stand
up for the concerns of its blighted
citizens. Neither the local nor central
government appear to have taken the
necessary steps to evaluate the risk
posed to local communities by the UCC
plant. UCC was not required to review
its safety procedures. A decade after the
disaster, the government ceased all
medical research on the effects of the
Bhopal disaster without explanation, and
has refused to publish any results.

Although the government has taken
steps to support victims, these have
proved ineffective. Shamshad Bi was a
trainee at a state-supported training
centre set up for women victims of the
Bhopal gas leak in 1985. She earned
Rs320 (US$7) a month until the centre
was closed in 1992. She told Al: "My
husband is sick and is incapable of do-
ing his carpentry regularly and the com-
pensation money is already spent on
treatment and other domestic expenses.
Where do | go? And how does the gov-
ernment expect us to survive?”

In its report, Clouds of injustice: Bhopal
disaster 20 years on (ASA 20/015/
2004}, Al is calling for the immediate
clean-up of the groundwater and af-
fected areas of the Bhopal site by UCC/
Dow, a detailed assessment of the dam-
age to health and the environment
caused by the leak, and the payment of
full and fair compensation to survivors.

Al also recommends the implementa-
tion of an international human rights
framework, based on the UN Norms for
Business, that can be applied to com-
panies directly. Al considers such a
framework essential to guarantee vic-
tims effective access to justice.





















