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Amnesty International is ...

* “The largest human rights organisation in the world, with around 1
rrillion members and supporters in 140 countries and termitories

e

A democratic, membership-based organisation that has been pro-
maoting human rights, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Hunan Rights and oticr international standands, for the past 40 vears
A campaigning organization which works to fight discrimination; free
prisaners of conscience, ensure fair and prompt mals for political
priseners; abolish the death penalty, torture and other cruel meat-
ment of prisoners, end political kilings and " disappearances”; and
oppose human rights abuses by opposition groupe.
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was founded in
1976. The Hurnan Rights Educaton Charitable Trust was established
wih the Hoeng Kong Section and repistered as a chanity in Hong Kong
in 1993. Our activities include:

Human Rights Education

Lobbying Governments

Campaigning

Fundraising
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HR stands for human rights, the protection of
which is the core ideal that Amnesty International
fights for, We have therefore decided to use it as
the name of this bi-monthly newsletter of the
Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will
be an effective means to communicate with our
members and the public. You are most welcome
to send any comments to us on its content or the
work of Amnesty International at any time. Please
email admin-hk @amnesty.org or write to us at the
above address.
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"Amnesly International welcomes the government's reasons for introducing a bill, i.e. to
prevent and combat racial discrimination and to fulfill Hong Kong's obligations under
ICERD. However, Al does not believe the consultation paper is specific enough to accu-
rately reflect the actual legislation, and considers the consultation incomplete.”
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Founder
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It was with great sadness that we heard the news of the
death of Mr. Peter Benenson, founder of Amnesty
International. On behalf of ATHK, I would like to express
our deepest sympathy to the family of Mr, Benenson and
pay tribute to the wonderful legacy he gave to the world -
Amnesty International, this inspiring human rights
movernent, We are all very proud to belong to the big
Amnesty International family and feel a great responsibility
to prevail against those who deprive others of their rights. In
this issue, you can find more on Mr Benenson’s legacy and
his commitment to bring justice to the world,

Earlier in March, I was part of Al’s delegation to
Beijing+10, the review of the implementation of the Beijing
Platform for Action adopted during the Fourth World
Women’s Forum in 1995, Apart from describing the work of
AIHK on the Stop Violence Against Women Campaign
and the sitvaton of women in Hong Kong and the
Mainland, T also met people from all over the world, and
heard about their experiences and, sometimes, sadly, stories
of women’s human rights abuses. In one workshop on the
mental health of women, the women worker described the
situation of internally displaced women living in a refugee
camp on the Kenyan border. The majority of the women
living there have been raped, some at a very young age, and
many became pregnant as a result. [ had to be mentally
strong just to listen to the presentation, not to mention the
accounts of the women who have gone through all those
traumatic experiences. Beijing+10 may have been a
platform for governments to show off what they have done
during the past 10 years to promote women's human rights,
but to me it was a reminder that more needs to be done to
make human rights a reality.

In the Hong Kong Section, there have been some
changes in personnel. I have the pleasure o introduce the
new Fundraising Manager, Manfred Chan. Manfred has
extensive local fundraising experience, The Fundraising
Manager is a new position and we are glad to have
Manfred on board to take the program, working
hand in hand with our campaigns, to another level.

Sadly, Jason Chan, our Human Rights Education
Officer left us at the end of February. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank him for his service
over the past three years and wish him all the best
for the future. His position will be changed to
Campaign Officer by adding elements of
campaigning into human rights education,
We will soon kick off the recruitment of
the Campaign Team, including new
positions like the Campaign Manager, and
the recruitment advertisement will be sent
to all members, If you know anyone who
you think would be good for these positions,
please pass the message on.

Si-s1 Liu
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It has long been claimed that people from ethnic minorities in Hong Kong
encounter discrimination arising from cultural, linguistic and racial differences.

In 2004, Oxfam Hong Kong commissioned a survey on the “Perceptions and
Attitudes of Hong Kong People Towards Ethnic Minorities”. More than 60% of
respondents admitted the public had a negative view of ethnic minorities.
Around 20% believed Hong Kong Chinese people should be given priority in
education, social welfare and housing, areas that minority groups claim they are
often denied access to.
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he Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance

condemns racial discrimination by the
Government and public sector, but there is no
legislation covering individuals or the private
sector.

In 2003, urged by non-government
organisations and ethnic minority cormnmunity
groups, the Hong Kong SAR Government
agreed to enact legislation against racial
discrimination, and the Home Affairs Bureau
{HAB) released a consultation paper on the issue
on September 15, 2004,

The Government plans to introduce the bill to
the Legislative Council during the current
legislative year and intends the new law to be
broadly similar to the existing anti-discrimination
ordinances: the Sex Discrimination Ordinance,
the Disability Discrimination Ordinance and the
Family Status Discrimination Ordinance.

Al ’s Position

The AIHK Lawyers' Group has been involved
in ongoing dialogue with the Hong Kong
Government about race discrimination. In
February, the group submitted [ormal feedback

on the proposed anti-race discrimination

AMEHR | 4 | www.amnesty.orghk
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behalf of AIHK.

legislation 1o the Home Affairs Bureau on E %ﬁﬁmﬁm fi{m ﬁgﬁ
7 — H [ E e ik

1

Amnesty International welcomes the
government’s reasons for introducing a bill, i.

e. to prevent and combat racial discrimination

iy A ) th{adEEm

and to fulfill Hong Kong's obligations under
the International Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Racial
Discriminaton (ICERD).

However, Al does not believe the
consultation paper is specific enough o
accurately reflect the acrual legislation, and
considers the consultation incomplete. Al
sugeests further dialogue when the proposed

legislation is released.

AI's Main Concerns
The AIHK Lawyer’s Group spoke at a

February press conference with nearly 20

other Hong Kong NGOs about the laws in

- the government’s proposed legislation. Their
» IMain CONncerns are:
1 1. "New arrivals, including persons from the

Mamnland, should be mcluded and

protected under the proposed law,

The consultation paper states that
“discrimination against new arrivals from
the Mainland by local Chinese s naot
considered a form ol racial
diserimination”, and therefore they will not
be protected as a distinet group under the
proposed law

However, as the consultation document

states,  new arrivals {and others) [rom the ! i &=
B IfFRE e [ 7E & R

AR b (o AR

Mainland do sometimes face discnmination S ETHME £ GNE8 T RS IR B A Meb it
by Hong Kong’s Chinese Dooee oo B] B R AE (L HEE 0 E O 4

majority . This discrimination BT -ee o ST B 1 1) 55 S 030 R ) 2 2
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is clearly based on their

orgmn.
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Al proposes that prohibited grounds for

discrimination should include “origin from
any Chinese territory outside the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region .

2. Immigration legislation must be subject to the
principles of the proposed law.

“that the Bill

should not affect any immigration legislation

The government proposes
governing ... entry into, stay in and departure
from Hong Kong, or the application of any

such legislation .

If immigration schemes are not subject to
the ant-racial discrimination law, some
potental claimants would be unable to file a
complaint and see their case to completion.
Foreign domestic helpers comprise more than
50% of the non-Chinese population in Hong
Kong. They must leave Hong Kong within 14
days of their employment contract being
terminated and therefore cannot stay in Hong
Kong long enough to see through a claim.
Employers could dismiss them on race-related
grounds, knowing they would have only 14
days to seck redress.

3. The special exception regarding application of
the law to small companies and small-scale
employers should be limited to a tme
reasonable to adapt to the new law,

The government proposes * an exception
from the ant-discriminatory provision in the
field of employment should be made in the
case of an employer who has less than six
employees ... [This excepuon would expire
three years after the Bill is enacted mto law
and becomes operative

Three years is an unacceptable period of
non-compliance-small companies already have
experience in implementing and complying
with the existing diserimination ordinances.

Al believes the three vear exception should
he scaled back and any adjustment period not
characterised as an exempton. Instead, small
businesses should within a reasonable period
adapt their policies to ensure discrimination is
eradicated. They should be offered - and
accept if they need it - support from the
government,

L “ . ‘. " ‘ L1}
indirect discrimination

ofa

. The definition of
offered by the government would benefit from
a review of legislation developed in other
States.

The government proposes that indirect
diseriminadon has occurred when one person
applies
persons of a different racial or ethnic group

i . ‘. 1]
a requirement or conditon o

that is essentially a substitute for race. The

Hong Kong government should consider

AMHR | | www.amnesty.crg.nk

legislation from other jurisdictions that offers
more complete protecion,

The government’s definition is likely to be

narrowly interpreted, and may deny protection

to some who have been discriminated against,
Some jurisdictions have abandoned the

“requirement or condidon  language because

the burden on complainants to prove their case

is too great.

The Race Directive of the Council of the
European Union in 2000 recognised the
drawbacks of a narrow definition and put
forward & broader definition of indirect
discrimination including the phrase
“provision, criterion or practice”,

The government should consider the
relevant legislation of other states before

finalising Hong Kong's legislation.

Race Discrimination Education

Al feels the government has a continuing
responsibility to educate the public about race
ven of ICERD,

discrimination, Under Article Se

the sovernment mwust underiake measores
speeifically education, “with a vicw to
combanng prejudices which lead (o racial
nndlerstancing

diseriminavon and to promotng

tolevance and friendship among nations and

vacial or ethinical groups .

Public education should cover all companies
and employers, regardless of the number of
people they employ, as well as parties in other

protected areas.

The ATHK Lawyers' Group will continue to

campaign for protecdon from race discmimination,

Lawyers interested in joining are encouraged to

contact the group at admin-hk{@amnesty.org B
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This year marks the 10th anniversary of
the Beijing Platform of Action (BP{A),
adopted during the Fourth World Women'’s
Conference held in Beijing i 1995.

y adopting BPA, 189

governments have committed
to promoting the rights and well-
being of women and girls. Ten
years after this far-reaching
document on women was adopted,
reviews at national and regional
levels were conducted to examine
the implementation of BPfA and to
identify emerging issues and
obstacles. This 10th anniversary
review - better known as
Beijing+10 - was conducted at the
40th session of the United Nations
Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW) from February 28
to March 11 in New York.

Amnesty International’s
delegation to Beijing+10 comprised
18 colleagues from the Stop
Violence Against Women (SVAW)
Campaign Team and Legal Team.
It also included the Campaign
Manager from Al Spain, a human
rights defender in Nigeria, and the
Chairperson of ATHK.

More than 5,000 actvists
registered to participate in the
event, where hundreds of meetings
and events took place, including
official, parallel and NGO side
cvents. Themes ranged from
different age groups of women,
situations in different countries and
regions, different forms of violence
against women, poverty and
education, to women's roles in
peacckeeping, sexual and
reproductive rights.

Unlike the previous review

which produced a lengthy Outcome |

Document, the main result of
Beijing+10 was a Political
Declaration. The negotiations
around this declaration started a
few weeks before the CSW session,
and Al colleagues briefed

governments in
capitals with Al's
main objectives —
namely that the
declaradon reaffirms
the Beijing
Declaration and
Platform for Action;
that governments
devise and implement
national action plans, and establish a
clear link between the Beijing
Declaration, Platform for Action,
and 2000 Outcome Document, and
the Millenniuvm Declaration and
Millennium Development Goals, by
ensuring implementation of these
commitments within a human rights
framework.

One incident which drew much
attenton during Beijing+10 was the
proposed amendment prepared by
the United States delegation. The
amendment stated that, “the
Beijing Declaration and Pladorm did
not create new rights and that
abortion is a matter of national

| sovereignty . This proposal goes

totally against the spirit of BPfA, and
challenges the batle which women’s
rights advocates won 10 years ago.
NGOs and friendly governments
focused on rejecting this horrendous
US amendment, and finally
succeeded in forcing the US to drop
it,

The global NGO community was
well-organised, meeting cach
morning to discuss the status of the
Political Declaration, resolutions and

| government positions on both, and

collaborating on a commaon
approach. NGOs also organised into
regional and issue-based caucuscs,
some of which Al was a part of,
including the diverse sexualities
caucus, (rafficking resolution caucus
and different regional caucuses,
During the session, Al organised
several events including co-
convening a panel on Women
Human Rights Defenders, co-
organising a workshop with the
Centre for Women's Global
Leadership on due diligence, and the
launch of the report “Impact of
guns on women’s lives” in New
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If you would like to know more about Beijing+10,
please visit the UN Division for the Advancement of
Women website (http:/www un.org/iwomenwatch/daw/

Review/)

MAEESEM LT | ERaE RS
EiEER LR ML (http://www.un.org/
womenwatch/daw/Review/}
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An Ammnesty International AT

delegartion visited Nepal m February
2005 to gauge the impact of the current
state of emergency and the nanonmwide

strike by Maorst rebels,

Secretary General Irene Khan. leading

the delegation, said, "We are here to
express owr solidarvity and support (o
them [the people of Nepall, and o
explore practical means of ensuring

their protection and

eroups at risk, "

MEHR | 8 | www.amnesty.org.hk

BACKGRO

v 1996, the Communist Party of Nepal

Maaist) (“CPNA™, declared the "people’s
war", with the intention of overthrowing the
monarchy, The ensuing conflict with the Royal
National Army (RINA) has resulted in massive

human rights abuses.

STATE OF EMERGENCY

On | February 2005, King Gyanendra took
dircct control of government and declared a state
of emergency. This has heighrened militarizaton,
uncertainty and fear,

The long-running conllict has already eroded
the security and human rights of the rural
populaton. The state of emergency is now
undermining the rights of the urhan population,
which hiad been largely untouched by the abuses
in the countrysice.

The King's new ministers are mostly hard-
lincrs from the Panchayat (the autocratic state
overthrown in 1990), leading to concemns of a
return o oppression.

* During the first frw days of the state of
emergency, hundreds of political Jeaders, trade
unionists, journalists, students and human
rights workers were detained under the Public

Security Act, apparently 1o prevent protesis.

Protestors against the siate of emergency have
been immediately arrested and detained,

although some have since been released.
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Amnesty International delegaiion meets the mid western com-
mander of the Royal Nepalese Army © Al
EESHASCENERAHESERTASEEEEE

ke AT AR & SR Sl Sidls (NHRC), is a statutory body reporting on

EeBEdicoosF e A 12 HAEHERMRETL - human rights. Gurrently the press cannot
o ERBCERAARTNSE  E—SRE report any NHRC criticism of the government
AHERR o or security forces, only NHRC criticism of the

o BRTHIM - ATEEE A FRIEE BINE L RN CPNIM;.

- = Extrajudicial killings, llegal detentions and
- b "disappearances” have increased.
* There have been reports of sexual violence by
o FTEER TSI AR A SR [ IR A B B security forces against local women, including
o IEFRESTHEE  LELRTER those in camps for internally displaced people
HHEIMTEM - {IDPs).
o WH T — e L ETEAYEIT® | * There have been widespread reparts of abuses
T WapskE piea AR AR BN A - by the CPN(M). The Al delegagon met

o SEEREN NSRS GFEHHNR families of those killed by the CPNIM], and
a2 E B E AR AOHEAT ; BRESIERAIA those who had fled CPNIM) violence and were
iR AR B R LD LRI e living in IDP camps.

LM S S - The delegation also met children who had

s AFAEEZE &R RRAENENEER been forced to participate in CPN(Mj
- HET . R AEREER )\ EZE a5 activities.

Y B (R BD B A (R AL AT HAEH R
NEZ B @8R WM AT - NO WIN SITUATION

o BEAhERHR - JFEEMIANE TR D9EA Ordinary Nepalis are caught between the
= armed lorces and the CPN{M).

o HAERE (R b A M LIPERE | o In Nepalgunj, local human rights workers told
07 o LR AR B I R B T Al that, after the declaration of the state of
I EERE R - emergency, the RNA commander told them

o A7 BKFE I 3L MR AL AKESY I IZ B9 - they must cooperate with security forces. The
PRrEt AR AR AR e R IR E local CPN{M) commanders then summaoned
TSR FE R - BRI I the same group and told them they must
S AR ) i Wl A 2 U T AR LR B P AR S B cooperate with the CPN(M],

* The press has been censored. Initially all

communications were cut for seven days,
apparently to prevent the CPNOM] accessing

information. Some journalists have been

arrested, and a leading editor threatened with RS REAH AL - * Trade union leaders told Al about threats to
"disappearance” by palace stafl o [ PR RS AR et 4, 7 IO L LR O R AT their members. For example the CPN{M) told
Hail e HEEmRE - bus drivers they would cut the drivers’ hands

CPN RETAI_.IATION m - ofl' if they drove during the strike. The secunty
AN

The CPNM) leadership denounced the King's o R forces then told the same drivers thml they
seizure of power, announcing they would not — BRI AERRERRE B A IR would do the same if they did nor drive.

MO E - Al has several recommendations
* 7E Nepalgunj » BRI AFE THEE H3FER | including:

[ fedrias - KEAEAZEBELRER 2 * Urgent mcasures are needed to protect the
FEBMEEE M P aRRE population and end the gross human rights
poplulation and further croding human rights, RS A - fE Tﬁﬁﬁﬁg{}&%%?ﬁ}ﬂ'ﬁmﬁ abuses by both sides, or the human rights

* Civilians may have been killed by the GPNIA WelFl —REA  BHBFFRS LR R crisis in Nepal may deteriorate into a
WAL AE - catastrophe in which many more people will
o T TR AR X TERME suffer.

ABUSES BY BOTH SIDES T g e FIENRIH AL EH P+ F48% | » Given the importance to Nepal of its
A% ot P fE R T HAMI B EL - (EErir T international image and its dependence on

participate in peace negotiations in the

circumstanees, They called an indefimte strike
beginning 12 February 2005,
¢ The strike is adding to the terror of the rural

during the strike .

* The government and the CPN{M) adopr a

*with us or against us’ approach that increases MG - {RE B A RE — R A W international assistance, the international
thie \1:In£tr.'1hiiiw ol Silians andimakes { A BT - (E e F - community’s stance is critical in shaping the
independent civil society impossible, W PR A SR ST AR 0 B Nepal government’s policy. The international

s FEFRBSHHEREAR  WERERE community, when sending a sirong message
AAEEFAE - TRIRIAR AR Al EE about the importance of restoring democracy,
LM s EELEATE - should also stress that this must be a

o ERRANEEEEEE . HEEENE democracy with human rights and protection
i B g A OIS T 2 A MO for a pluralist civil society.

| HETEALEE ERELeTEAERR m

the morale of the security forces or bolster that FHEBEE 2 WEREARERLARSR

of the CPNAD, A TAMRBEEZTIENARE -

* The Natonal Human Rights Commission

* Neither side investigates human rights abuses
or punishes those responsible,

* Reporting restrictions have been imposed on:
criticisms of the King or the state of |
emergency; the loss of life among the security
forces; and any information that may reduce

www.amnesty.orghk | 8 | AMEHR




Amnesty in action

BEITE

O

International Action Network on Small Arms

n the eve of International Women’s Day,

Amnesty International, Oxfam and

issued a new report: that women are paying an
increasingly heavy price for the dangerously
unregulated mult-billion-dollar trade in small

4rms.

There are now an esimated 650 million small
arms in the world, most of which are in the
hands of men, and nearly 60% are in the hands
of private individuals, Women and girls suffer
directly and indirectly from armed violence:
® An atack with a gun is 12 times more likely

to end in death than an attack with any other

Wf'.iip[]l'l;
¢ In South Africa, a woman is shot dead by a

current or former partner every 18 hours;

¢ [n the United States, a gun in the home
increases the risk that someone in the
household will be murdered by 41%,; but
increases the risk for women by 272%;

e [n France and South Africa, one in three
women killed by their hushands are shot; in
the United States, this rises to two in three;

& Family killings are one category of homicide
where women outnumber men as victims with
4 partner or male relanve being the most likely

murderer,

"Women are particularly at risk of certain
crimes because of their gender - crimes such as
family violence and rape. Given that women are
almost never the buyers, owners or users of small
arms, they also suffer completely
disproportionately from armed violence, Tt is
often claimed that guns are needed to protect
women and their families but the reality is totally
opposite. Women want guns out of their lves",
said Denise Searle, Amnesty Internagonal’s
Senior Director of Communications and
Campaigning.

The report examines a wide range of gun
control measures adopted by countries around
the world, usually as a result of the campaigns
women are spearheading against gun violence,
® Between 1995 and 2003 when Canada

tightened its gun laws, the gun murder rate for

women dropped by 40%;

o Five years after the gun laws 1n Australia were
overhauled in 1996, the gun murder rate for
female victims had dropped by half;

ASEHR | 10 | www.amnesty.org.hk
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Juts women in the firing line

ISR Rvis

-
3

| national law as a criminal offence, with the

# Brazil has recently banned access to
ownership of weapons before the age of 25
because young men and boys are most likely
to commit crimes with guns,

What needs to be done?
® Compulsory national gun hicences for anyone
wanting to own a gun in accordance with
strict criteria that exclude all those with a
history of family violence;
# The prohibition of violence against women in

laws fully implemented, effective penalties for
perpetrators, and remedies for survivors;

® The specific training of law enforcement
organisations ta ensure they respect women's
rights and that those who do not are brought
to justice;

® The equal participation of women in all
peace processes as well as in demobilisation,
reintegration and disarmament programmes
to ensure the ellective collection and
destruction of surplus and illegal weapons;

¢ The establishment of an Arms Trade Treaty

to prohibit arms exports to those likely to use
them for violence against women and other
human rights violations;

® The banmng of private individuals from
owning military specification assault weapons,
other than in the most exceptional
circumstances consistent with respect for

human nghts.

Sandra Stasenka holds a photo of her son Alex, a
’ victim of gun violence, during a rally for addit‘-onall

gun control regulations in Washington DC, USA.
©AP Photo/ J. Scolt Applewhite

Sandra Stasenka TR FAlexBESNELE
EEENET  ERENEAOES - Alexiﬁﬁl

L e mm—— e - m— ROINEEE -

FlAMFIRT o EEEEHEETLS - ML
SEEMELL A MME  EEEFEAEEEEDR
i

AEBBE TRE S RELEEY
WA ARE » SPIEARSE AT L ARG
s s
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R E B g

AU kB B A » 25k DA T AR LER]
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Tty

BILERA LA EES IR BT
TTEEE AR Z B2 R - ]

‘6 There was one point that

he took our a gun, he had a little
pistol, and scared me half to
death. I was shaking all over and
he was looking for it and I had
hidden it. He was looking through
all my drawers and threw out
everything... and he was looking
for his pun. And so, after that
episode, I just didn’t dare, you
know. I would just go through
with it [sex], there was no way I
was going to say no."Ellen, a 53-
year-old woman, describing life

with her former husband

[t 89 40— K HR HY 28— F
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ﬂ mnesty International Hong Kong's
campaign to Stop Violence Against

Women (SVAW) continued in full force in March
with a signature campaign addressing injustices
faced by a Gujarati Mushm wormnan who had
been raped when her village was attacked.

On March 13, ATHK’s SVAW group
collected signatures and passed out leaflets in
Causeway Bay to urge the Gujarat government
to take proper action in the case. Signatures were
also collected at the REM rock concert on March
20.

In 2002 in the west Indian state of Gujarat
more than 2,000 people were killed in anti-
Muslim riots. Three years after the frenzy,
virtually none of those responsible for the rape
and murder of these citizens have been brought
to justice.

Bilgis Yakoob Rasool was five months
pregnant when a Hindu mob captured her [amily
as they fled the violence in their home village on
March 3, 2002. Bilgis was gang raped, and
witnessed at least three other relatives being
raped. She also witnessed her three-year-old-
daughter being killed in front of her.

Fourteen members of her family were kalled
during this attack. Bilgis reported the incidents to
police, but the case was closed in January 2003,
In December 2003 the Supreme Court directed
the Gentral Bureau of Investigation (CBI) to
reinvestigate the case. It found evidence of police
failure and attempts to cover up the crime. LThe
CBI has since arrested several of the accused and
six police officers. In August 2004, the Supreme
Court ordered the case to be tried in Mumbai.

If you would like to join ATHK’s SVAW
group, or for details on our progress and on
future actions, please e-mail:

AIHK SVAW@yahoogroups.com

AMHR | 12 | www.amnesty.org.hk
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The Human
Rights Press
Awards -ten

years
promoting
human ngits
inthe media

AIRRER — &
AREHIAEE
THEXA

LGBT Group

S ince the adoption of the UDHR, the
concept of human rights has entered
international law and popular consciousness in
much of the world. At the same time, leshian,
gay, hisexual, and transgender (LGBT) people
are subject to human rights abuses in countrics
in every region of the world, The violations
LGBT people face include killing, imprisonment,
harassment, torture, and abuses such as practices
aimed at foreibly "changing” their sexual
orientation. In Hong Keng things are a lot better
than in most places but the LGBT community
still doesn’t have many of the rights taken for
granted by the rest of the population,

The LGBT group are currently campaigning
to gain an anti-discriminanon  ordinance on
sexual orientation for Hong Kong and to this
end the group coordinator attends the Home
Affairs Bureau forums to give our input on thewr
plans to conduct a public opinion survey. We
also plan o lobby approachable Legislative
Councillors. Geiting this ordinance will be a first
step in ohtaining equal rights for violations
LGBT people. The ardinance will make it illegal
to discriminate in areas of employment,
education and services.

An important aspect of our campaign is
carrecting the misinformation that is being given
to the general public.

The ordinance doesn’t limit free speech,
which means that people will sill be able o
disapprove of homosexuality, but it wall,
hopefully, stop people being fired or passed over
for promotion purely because they are gay.




ﬁ mnesty International aims to bring

light into the darkness of prisons,
torture chambers and death camps around
the world, and journalisis play an
indispensable role in helping Amnesty to
shine that light by reporting on human
rights. Indeed, Al was founded in 1961
after the publication of a newspaper
articles, "The Forgotten Prisoners".
Exposing human rights abuses carries risks
and Amnesty has ofien found iself campaigning

on behalf of journalists who have heen persecuted

or imprisaned for reporting on injustice or abuse,
Every year, the Human Rights Press Awards
recogmises outstanding contributions made by
Hong Kong journalists reporting on human
rights in the Asian region, The event is
organised by Amnesty International, Hong Kong
Section; the Foreign Correspondents” Club of
Hong Kong and Hong Kong Journalists
Association. Judges for the awards include

7 oF

HUMAN RIGHTS '
PRESS mv,mnm N\ e i 82
Cn B

prominent figures [rom human rights
organisations, the media, academia and the legal
profession.

This year marks the [0th anniversary of the
Human Rights Press Awards and we hope to
make the [0th anmiversary an even bigger and
better celebration of the important contribution
that journalisis continue to make (o the defence
and promotion of human nghts in Asia,
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he Direct Dialogue Program (DDFP) has

T hecome the majm' source of income for the
Hong Kong section. A large portion of the
section resources have heen devoted to
eatablishing a [undraising program

ATHIEK has contracted the recruitment ol
members o an ageney. The agency puts trained
recruiters an the street to talk to people and to
invite them w suppont the work of Al by signing
up lor a monthly donation program, So far the
agency has recruited an average of 200 monthly
donors for the section.

By the end of March 2005, we had nearly 3,
000 doners on our books with average monthly
donation amount being HK#160.

Direct
~ Dialogue
"' Program

EfiFRE

(DDP) A fundraising ambassa-
dor is recruiting an Al mem-
ber on the street
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f:ﬂ Section news

Amnesty Intemational and REM

T he well known United States rock band REM performed in Hong Kong on
March 20 to an enthusiastic crowd at the HKCEC, Amnesty International was
invited by the band to attend the concert to publicise our work and to collect signatures
for our petitions.

Signatures were gathered in support of an end to child executions, the release of
prisoners of conscience in Burma, and an end (o violence against women in India.

Many concert-goers were interested to hear more about our ca mpaigns, our work
and our participation, and the event was successful in giving AIHK greater exposure 10
the wider public.

ATHK members who have ideas about other events where AIHK might also be

welcome should please get in touch,

%ﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁi REM

% HE 7 T R EM A4 = 1 1 A 7 e o R R b O 0 BT A T HE TR RS
ST mwhmmm%immmraMﬁ H 9 7E 0 H RE R M THE
(REM) The AIHK members for the REM concert \_‘-E;‘F—.!;aﬁlﬂl_ﬂ'ﬁ,‘f]ﬂi{%%?:ﬁ?f e s
REM SR HENEHESEEIREE At W e RS AN RS IR B ERITIER ¢ (2 R R L
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MaIaNa Em“n (Malaysia Group) The event on 6 March 2005 2005 £ 3 A 6 B Z5&E

O n Sunday 6 March 2005, Amnesty

International joined migrant workers™ groups

and local women'’s groups at an event to celebrate
International Women's Day. Al collected pettion
signatures calling for the Malaysian authoritics to
respect basic human rights in the mass deportation
of undocumented migrants now taking place in
Malaysia. The petition campaign continued until 30
March. Al will present the petition to the Malaysian
Consulate in Hong Kong.

In July 2004, Malaysian Home Minister Azmi
Khalid announced plans to forcibly expel more than
one million “illegal immigrants’ from the country
by the end of 2005, Up to 400,000 migrants are
believed to have rerumed home voluntanly. Amnesty
Intermational is concerned that the government’s

current mass deportation plans may result in serious

T
human rights violations, z
Asylum seckers and refugees are in danger of 4 I +

being caught up in the expulsions and deported to

Myanmar or Aceh, where they are at risk of serious HeHEMB - (R P A A SR G ] — 2L S 5 T EH A b bt L S AR R AT T — il 5 i B

human rights abuses. There have already been many 0 P Lo B+ A S 00 2 4 U G ke G e R BRI M T Y O R A

reports of asylum seekers heing prevented from FErEEAN - S4THEBMNE 3 A 30 B RAGMEEZHFHEMBENESES

entering the United Natons High Commission for I -

Refugees (UNHCR) in Kuala Lumpur. 22004 4F 7 A+ 5P S BB FAF Azmi Khalid i 7£ 2005 4F E A 238 SEIE
Some groups of deportees face special dangers. BR—TEE TFEBR] WS 220 SLBRIEE A BUIRME - B RS

Following the tsunami, Al is extremely concerned 368 5 70 17 0 R 01 5 ) T M R AR o

about the welfare of all returning Acehnese . Also, HE Ffﬂ-‘*fl‘tfpcuﬁf R R R - PR R R AR E I ARERY I - A

the unstable political situation in Nepal, where a BT « AL SRR AR EA S SRR EREN B LT

nationwide state of emergency was declared on | BEAE o

February 2005, places deported Nepalese at greater — o W GEVE S 0 A IF (81 B B A0 TR R - NIRTE - BIERATRCASE WIS T A A

risk of serious human rights violations, including MR« BIIMR2A 1 HEHEEEAR 2NE - BUREE - BiliRAZIAMERE

extrajudicial executions, torture and arbitrary arrest. | FE 2R RSN - ET R -
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Worldwide issues

Good news came from the United States Supreme Court
in March when they ruled that executing offenders
under the age of 18 at the time of the crime was
unconstitutional, This decision finally brings this
practice to an end in the United States as the court now
considers such punishment “cruel and unusual .

KBRS FE=HME » IEFCTLIERFAR i 18
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{2 {58 5 [ 55 1| e HE B Bk -

he vuling acknowledges similar trends
T globally as well as in individual American
states. Worldwide the countries which continue to
execute minors incluce Iran, Pakistan and the
Democratic Republic of Congo.

In China the law has been changed to prevent
the execution of offenders who were under the
age of 18 when they committed a cnme. But
such executions apparently continue to take place
because insufficient carc has been taken to
establish the exact age of the offenders. Hopefully
the power to review all death penalty cases will
retrn to the People” s Supreme Court, and with
this move, greater attention will be paid to the
age of the offenders.

The United States Supreme Court” s decision
is undoubtedly a response to the mtense and
sustained campaign by Amnesty International

and other human rights groups to end the

execulion of juveniles,

Much attention has been
paid to the issue of
responsibility, and it seems
widely accepted now that
juvenile offenders should
not be held fully

because of their immaturity.

An equally compelling
argument is that juveniles
have a greater (‘.apacit}.‘ for
reform and rehabilitation,

It is now up to the governments who support
the death penalty to explain why adults (aged for
instance 19 or 21} are considered incapable of
such rehahilitation. While age specifications may
be useful in making distinctions, they are
nevertheless simplistic.

Advocates of state killing need to justfy the
criteria which determine why a person 15
incapable of reform and unfit to live.

The ATHK death penalty group is launching a
new website this year to provide information on
this issue in Asia, While we have a number of
ideas about what to include in the website, we
would like AIHK members to share their views.

If you have questions about the death penalty
issue or any suggestions for the website please
contact Hugh by e-mail: elhugh@cityu.edu.hk or
tel: 9836-4163.

accountable for their crimes |
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Worldwide issues

ecurity Council must act

gainst child soldier recruiters

6

he Coalition to Stop the Use of Child

Saldiers unites national, regional and
international organisations and Coalitions in
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the
Middle East. Amnesty International is one of the
founding organisations.

The Security Council should impose concrete
sanctons against governments and armed groups
that use child soldiers in armed conflict, said the
Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers, in
advance of UN Security Council debate on
children and armed contflict in February.

The Secretary-General's recent report to the
Security Council on children and armed conflict
identifies 42 parties in 11 countries for violating
international laws which ban the recruitment
and use of child soldicrs. Of these, 30 have been
listed at least once previously, and 21 have been
listed in each of his last three reports.

Among the three-ime repeat offenders named
by the Secretary-General are the governments of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
and Myanmar and armed political groups or
government-allied militias in Burundi, Nepal,
Philippines, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan and
Uganda.

The Coalition is calling on the Security
Council to impose arms embargoes and ather
targeted sanctions specifically for the recruitment
and use of child soldiers. Of the five countries on
the Security Council’s agenda that were listed in
the Secretary-General’s latest report, four (Cote
d'lvoire, DRC, Somalia, and Sudan) already
have sanctions in place. Only Burundi does not.
Of the five, three have committees (o monitor
and report on implementation. The DRC and
Somalia also have special expert or monitoring
groups to carry out further investigations,
including in the field.

The Coalition further called on the Security
Council to ensure more effcctive implementation
of dialogue with listed parties to develop concrete
plans of action for ending the use of children as
soldiers, In April 2004, the Security Council
called for such dialogue with violators in
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countries on the Security Council’s agenda.
However, the Secretary-General has admitted
that lite dialogue has actually occurred, due to
security problems, non-cooperation of parties and
the lack of systematic monitoning and reporting
al country level.

In November 2004, the Coalition released a

| comprehensive global report on children

recruitment policies and practices, covering 196
countries around the world, including two dozen
situations of armed conflict where children are
currently fighting. The full report can be found at
www.child-soldiers, org.
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CPN-Maoist combaiants in Rukum District, Nepal,
April 2004, Some of them are child soldiers,
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Myanmar’s longest serving prisoner of conscience, U
Win Tin, turns 75 on 12 March 2005. Since his arrest
in July 1989, he has spent more than one fifth of his

life in prison, and is serving a 20-year sentence.

2005 4 3 H 12 H 140 ) IR I G 09 I U Win Tin #9-CF 7
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O n the occasion of U Win Tin's h'lrthday,
Amnesty International renews long-
standing calls on the State Peace and
Development Council (SPDC, Myanmar's
military government) to put an end to the
ongoing imprisonment and harassment of
peacefil dissenters, and immediately and
unconditionally release 1) Win Tin and all other
prisoners of conscience,

U Win Tin was imprisoned because of his
senior position in the National League for
Democracy (NLD), and was sentenced to further
years in prison for his attempts to inform the
United Nations of ongoing human rights
violations in prisons in Myanmar, He has been in
a poor state of health, exacerbated by his
treatment in prison, which has included torture,
inadequate access to medical treatment, being
held in a cell designed for military dogs, without
bedding, and being deprived of food and water
for long periods of time.

Among the more than 1,300 political prisoners
in Myanmar, there are many prisoners of
conscience who are elderly or infirm, or who
have been given such lengthy prison sentences
that they are not scheduled (o be released until
they are in their 70s or 80s. The authorities
continue to arrest and hold polidcal acovists
incommunicado, deny them access to lawyers and
due process of law, and to harass former political
prisoners and activists, |
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Obtilia Eugenio Manuel, an
indigenous rights activist, has
received numerous death
threats and fears that her
family is also in danger.

Obtilia Eugenio Manuel 2
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:Indigenous ng
activist threatened

- ﬁ leading member of the indigenous

organization Organizacion del Pueblo
Indigena Tlapaneco, AC (OPIT), she has
documented human rights viclations comritted
by the military against indigenous communities in
the southern state of Guerrero, She criticized the
government’s failure to properly investigate the
cases of Valentina Rosendo Cantu and Ines
Fernandez Ortega, from the Tlapaneca
indigenous group, who were reportedly raped by

| soldiers n 2002,

Obtilia Eugenio Manuel reportedly received a
letter in December 2004, threatening her family
and warning ***'soon you will rest in peace’, It
accused her of lying about the rape of the two
women saying: ~ We've had enough of the
stupidities you accuse us of. We were already
going to get you but now you are really in
trouble”. She has received threats before but has
not reported them for fear of reprisals against her
fammily.

Since receiving the letter, men have been seen
watching her house and the OPTT offices,
making notes and taking pictures.

In 2002, the Mexican army investigated the
two rape cases but the allegations were dismissed.
As with other investigations inte human rights
violations carried out by the military, they lacked
impartialiry.

Indigenous communities report frequently
being intimidated by soldiers investigating drug
trafficking in Guerrero state. The
authorities rarely investigate such
incidents leaving the communities afraid
to report them, The impunity for the
rape of the two women has left women
in the indigenous communities of
Guerrero living in fear.

Please write, calling on the
authorities to ensure the safety of
Obtilia Eugenio Manuel and her family.
Call for an impartal investigation, in
the civil justice system, into the death
threats and alleged rape by soldiers of
Valentina Rosendo Cantu and Ines
Fernandez Ortega. |

President of the Republic

Lic. Vicente Fox Quesada

Presidente de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos
Residencia Oficial de
Col. San Miguel Chapultepec
Mexico D.F.

C.P. 11850

Mexico

Fax:+ 5252772376
T e T o e Tl SV G T
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Good News

- ﬂmﬁ

Rebiya Kadeer, Chinese prisoner
of conscience released

RER[ JU%B,,“ Ltﬁﬂﬁ%@

ebiya Kadeer, a prominent Uighur

the world of course welcome the release of
Rebiya Kadeer,”

Asia Director of Amnesty International. "He

businesswoman from the northwest region said Catherine Baber, Dep
of Xinjiang, should never have been in prison in
the first place. She was detained, tried and
imprisoned for eight years in 2000 on charges of
"leaking state secrets”, having sent newspaper
husband in the USA,

Amnesty International welcomes Rebiya

region, as well as secure reforms to the laws
clippings to her
Rebiya Kadeer's release comes around a
Kadcer’s release from prison on medical

parole, but notes with skepticism the timing.
to the United States where she will receive

On the same day, the US announced it wall

not seek to sponsor a resolution on China at medical reatment and be reunited with her
the ongoing UN Human Rights Commission. fFamily,
US Secretary of State Condaleezza Rice is also “We are beyond happy. We have waited
due to visit China shortly, creating the
impression that once again the Chinese to thank everyone who werked toward this
¥ On the day of Rebiva Kadeer’s

release, 17 March 2005, her daughter issued

government is using political prisoners to play joviul day.
"hostage polities".

"Amnesty International members around the above staternent.

release will cncourage their efforts to secure the

release of other prisoners of conscience in the
that put them behind bars in the first place.”

year and a hall before she was due to complete

her sentence. According to reparts, she is flying

this moment for five and hall a vears and want
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| want to support human rights
RUSTHAHE

Payment {REN A&

O Cheque payable to Amnesty Interna-

Name K5 : (Mr. 56 /Ms 32+ Mrs. X X) tional Hong Kong Section Ltd.
T AR ERRHERSESR
Tel Wi : Email BF B4 BRAA
O Credit Card fE B F :
Profession A% - Year of birth {4 %143 : {optional T EAF4) O VISA 0 MasterCard
Cardholder's name
E+E AR : (Please print [E4)

Mailing address kit :
Card number

O Yes! | want to support Amnesty O 1 would like to become a member of Amnesty In- BRTHN:

International’ s human rights work monthly ternational Hong Kong Expiry date

REE A RO EIR S ME M ATt DEABEMEHARE LT QAR TR

Monthly donation 4 B 185 88 HKS: [ Family member RE® & HK$350/yr 3

2 O General member B #® 8 HK$250/yr L

o . O Student/Retired member Cardholder’s signature

(Please pay by credit card. All donations B4 RS E HKEBS/yr BFA®ES:

over HK$100 are tax deductible. : : : .

Ol Id lik I HK$:
S5 LU IR « SRR — B T bl F would like to make a single donation HK$ Date _
%) R~ —REHR HKS: HA

Please post entire form to; D3, Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street Kowloon, Hong Kong

HiRREER - FEAMEAME 32-36 MEFRMEXE 3D

Any personal data provided in this form will only be used for the purpose of organisational communication and for issuing receipts
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Death of Amnesty Intemational Founder

eter Benenson was born into a world

without the United Nations. The
Universal Declaration of Human Rights had
yet to be written and not a single interna-
tional human rights treaty or major human
rights organization was in existence.

He left behind a world radically changed.
Nearly a hundred human rights treaties and
other legal instruments are now in force.
Over 90 percent of countries are now party

to the most comprehen-
sive - the twin interna-
tional covenants on civil/
political and economic/
social rights.

Women's rights,
children's rights,
minority rights, workers’
rights, the rights of
disabled persons - all
have been
strengthened. Torturers
have become interna-
tional outlaws and more
than half the world's
countries have rejected
the death penalty.

However, the most
extraordinary change
has been the birth of
“civil society”. Today,
over a thousand
organizations work to
protect human rights. Of
these, Peter Benenson's
brainchild Amnesty
International, is one of
the best known, with
almost two million
supporters in more than

64 countries and territories.

Historians may locate the origins of
“civil society” in any combination of social
changes after the Second World War. But
there is one event that will incontestably be

included.

It is the story of a man in a bowler hat
reading his newspaper on the London
underground in late 1960. He reads a small
item about two Porluguese students being
sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment for
raising their glasses in a toast to freedom.
Outraged, he decides to go to the Portu-
guese embassy to protest - but changes his
mind. Instead he goes to the church of St
Martin's-in-the-Fields in Trafalgar Square,

where he sits and thinks.

As he said after, "l went in to see what
could really be done effectively, to mobilize
world opinion. It was necessary to think of a
larger group which would harness the
enthusiasm of people all over the world who
were anxious to see a wider respect for

human rights."

When he came out of the church, Peter
Benenson had his idea. Within months, he

P L R RU AR i3 i

newspaper.

Peter Benenson, the man whao lit the
fuse of lhe human rights revolution,
died on 25 February 2005, aged 83.
@Al
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difference.”

the words:

launched his Appeal for Amnesty with a for."
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front page article in The Observer

The idea was simple: a network of letter
writers was set up to bombard governments
with appeals on behalf of prisoners jailed
and ill-treated in violation of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

The response was overwhelming, as if
people worldwide were waiting for exactly
such a signal. Newspapers in over a dozen

countries picked up
the appeal. Over a
thousand letters
poured in within the
first six months. And
the post-bags of the
world's heads of state
changed forever.

Today we take the
power of charities,
voluntary groups and
people’s campaigns
for granted. But before
that day in 1960 - the
day on which a single
newspaper reader
decided it was time for
a change - that power
had yet to shake the
world.

As Peter Benenson
said in 1961, lighting
the first Al candle, "I'm
reminded of the words
of a 16th century man
sentenced to death by
burning: We have
today lit such a candle
as shall never be put
out.”

Secretary General of Amnesty Interna-
tional Irene Khan said Peter Benenson's life
was a courageous testament to his
visionary commitment to fight injustice
around the world. He brought light into the
darkness of prisons, the horror of torture
chambers and tragedy of death camps
around the world. This was a man [...] who
believed in the power of ordinary people to
bring about extraordinary change and, by
creating Amnesty International, he gave
each of us the opportunity to make a

Famously modest, he refused all
honours. His mind was always fixed on
what had not been accomplished and the
countless victims still to be rescued.

At a ceremony to mark Al's 25th
anniversary, he lit the organisation's symbol
— the candle entwined in barbed wire - wilh

"The candle burns not for us, but for all
those whom we failed to rescue from prison,
who were shot on the way to prison, who
were tortured, who were kidnapped, who
‘disappeared’. That is what the candle is
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