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Ava Taperendy'i, son of the |late Guarani-Kaiowa leader, Marcos Veron,
stands next to a memorial to his father in Takuara, Mato Grosso do Sul.
Marcos Veron was killed in January 2003 while attempting to peacefully
reoccupy ancestral land. © Al

Detail stories in p. 8
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Amnesty International is ...

*

The largest human nights arganisation in the world, with around |
millicn members and supporters in 140 countries and (emtones

*

A democratic, membership-based organisation that has been pro-
mating huran rights. as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Hurnan Rights and other interatiznal standards, for the past 40 years
A campaigning organisation which works to fight discrimination: free
prisoners of conscience; ensure [mir and promp trials for polincal
prisoners; abolish the death penalty, torture and other cruel rreat-
ment of prisoners: end political killings and “disappearances . and
oppose human rights abuses by oppasition groups
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was founded in
1976, The Hurnan Rights Education Charitable Trust was established
wth the Hong Kong Section and registered as a charity in Hong Kong
n 1993, Cur activities inchede:

Human Rights Education

Labbying Governments

Campaigning

Fundraising
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HR stands for human rights, the protection of
which is the core ideal that Amnesty International
fights for. We have therefore decided to use it as
the name of this bi-monthly newsletier of the
Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will
be an effective means to communicate with our
members and the public. You are most welcome
to send any comments to us on its content or the
work of Amnesty Intemational at any time. Please

email admin-hk@amnesty.org or write to us at the
above address,
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"Governments are betraying their promises on human rights. A new agenda is in the

making, with the language of freedom and justice being used to pursue policies of fear

and insecurity. This includes cynical attempts to redefine and sanitise torture," said
Irene Khan, Secretary General of Amnesty International.
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Many sections of Amnesty International are busy preparing
for the International Council Meeting (ICM), the highest
governing body of Al, to be held in Mexico in August. Guided
by the principle of mternal democracy, Al movement plans and
other major decisions that affect the organisation as a whole are
decided at the ICM where representatives from all Al sections
gather every two years. Your views are invaluable in guiding us
as a voice from ATHK at the ICM, Please make yourselves
heard and send us your feedback.

In preparation for the ICM, I attended a consultation meeting
on sexual and reproductive rights in mid-June in London,
Currently, Al does some work on these issues, but has no
working policy for them, However, since Al launched its global
Stap Violence Against Women (SVAW) campaign, it has become
clear that the promotion of women’s reproductive and sexual
rights are integral to this movement. Reproductive and sexual
rights also bring to light other issues pertinent to Al including
freedom of expression, and economic, social and cultural rights.

Al could further defend reproductive and sexual rights by
working on remedies for sexual viclence; the provision of
contraception; access to abortion; and access to sexual-health
information and sex education, The consultation meeting
provided an opportunity for constructive dialogue for
representatives of more than 50 sections and structures of Al as
well as experts in the field and from the International Secretariat,

While some representatives expressed concerns that Al's
taking up a position on reproductive and sexual rights could

conflict with cultural and religious issues, others proposed it could
be looked at within the context of what is already written in
international human rights documents. Al is not only well-known
for upholding international human rights standards and being a
human rights watchdog, but also for shaping human rights and
for being a pioneer for setting standards.

Despite the diversity of views, the discussion was held in an
open and constructive manner in which participants felt that
international solidarity and cohesiveness of the movement were a
priority. The discussion of these issues will be continued at the
ICM. Again, your views are important. Please send us your
feedback by using the consultation paper attached to this issue.
We hope to hear from you soon.

Lastly, I am pleased to welcome Sandra Wong to ATHK's
team. As an experienced NGO manager, Sandra has brought
tremendous expertise, enthusiasm and commitment to the work
and goals of Al and AIHK sinee joining in May. She is a long-
time volunteer in the feminist movement. To learn more about
Sandra, read her entry in p.18 of this issue,

I would also like to take this opportunity to express my
gratitude ta all stall members at AIHK (Dinah, Danny,
Chrisdine, Hugh and Manfred} who have been taking care of the
section while we have not had a director in place, Thanks also to
all Exco members for shouldering the responsibilities af
overseeing ATHK during this transitional period.

Best,

8i-si Liu
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On 25 May 2005, the Amnesty
International Report 2005 covering the
state of the world’s human rights in
2004 was released,

Speaking at the launch, Secretary
General Irene Khan said that during
2004 governments had failed to show
principled leadership and must be held
to account.

"Governments are betraying their
promises on human rights. 4 new
agenda is in the making, with the
language of freedom and justice being
used to pursue policies of fear and
insecurity. This includes cynical
attempts to redefine and sanitise
torture," said Irene Khan.
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freedom of expression and association. In
Myanmar hundreds of prisoners remained in
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both government forces and armed groups, In
Nepal "disappearances’, unlawful killings and
the harassment of HRDs reached
unprecedented levels, In India security forces
were reportedly responsible for a series of
sexual assaults against women,

The so-called *war on terror’ undermined
human rights through detention without trial,
and torture and ill-treatment. Governments
continued to use dracoman security legislation,
yet Failed to deliver security to their citzens, as
armed political groups targeted and killed
civilians, In Afghanistan hundreds were held in
arbitrary detention by US armed forces and
denied legal safeguards.

The Indian Ocean tsunami of 26 December,
which killed nearly 300,000 people and
affected over 5 million others, elicited amazing
levels of generosity from citizens and civil
society in the region. This reaction
demonstrated people taking the lead, with
governments following, and provided hope
that where governments have failed to deliver
on promises, citizens may provide the energy
for lasting change.

In China, a clause was inserted into the
constitution in March 2004 stating that "the

state respects and protects human rights,”
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AIHK held a pres
ence on 25 June 2005 for
the launch of the Amnesty
' International Report 2005.
Al's reports have recalva_d
tremendous media coverage In
HK since 1999.
From left to right: Rob Godden, ﬁ_s! Asng
pacific regional campaign c:oc:-rdma‘ncr.
Si-si Liu, AIHK chairpersan; Titan
Cheung, Al Asia Pacific research and
campaign assistant @ AIHK
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However, the failure to introduce necessary

institutional reforms severely compromised the
enforcement of this in practice,

® HRDS and grassraots activists in China
continued to be arbirarily detained or put
under house arrest during politically sensitive
periods. Repression of spiritual and religious
groups and the so-called "separatists” in
Xinjiang and Tibet continued. Most were
subjected to "Re-education through labour",
where detainees are deprived of the right o
ial and due process and are also at high risk
of torture and ill-treatment, especially if they
refuse to admit their "wrong-doings”.

® The vast majority of executions took place in
China, Of the 3,797 executions recorded,
China accounted for 3,400, although some
inside the country have estimated the number
to be as high as 10,000,

® In Hong Kong, the National People’s
Congress (NPC) interpretation of the Basic
Law in April 2004 has restricted Hong Kong's
freedom to push ahead with political reform.
The NPC ruling has also highlighted Amnesty
International’s concerns about an erosion of

human rights and rule of law in Hong Kong.

Worldwide highlights

® In Darfur, the Sudanese government
generated a human vights catastrophe and the
international community did two little too late

to address the erisis, betraying hundreds of

terrorism by armed groups, The televised
beheading of captives in Iraq, the aking of
over a thousand people hostage including
hundreds of children in a school in Beslan and
the massaere of hundreds of commuters in
Madrid shocked the world. Yet governments
are failing to confront their lack of success in
addressing tevrorism, persisting with failed but
palitically-convenient strategies, Four years
after 9/11, the promise to make the world a

safer place remains hollow,

Signs of hope
Legal challenges to the new agenda included
US Supreme Court judgements on
Guantanamo detainees and the ruling by the
UK Law Lords on indefinite detention without
charge or trial of "terrorist suspects”. Public
pressure included the spontancous turnout of
millions of people in Spain protesting against
the Madrid bombings, popular uprisings in
Georgia and Ukraine and the growing debate
on polirical change in the Middle East,
Increasingly, the nfuplicit}; of FOVErniments and
the brutality of armed groups are being
challenged - by judicial decisions, popular
resistance, public pressure and UN reform
initiatives, The challenge for the human rights
movement is to harness the power of civil
society and push governments to deliver on
their human rights promises.

The intreduction to the 300-page report
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® At a national level, governments betrayed against women, economic and social insecurity,

human rights at terrible cost to ordinary and UN reform. The main section consists of

people. Russian soldiers reportedly tortured, reports on individual countries, You can read the

raped and sexually abused Chechen women report at hitp:/ Aweb.amnesty.org/repart 2005 or
with impunity, Zimbabwe's government buy a hard copy from our office.

manipulated food shortages for political The Hong Kong Section has also translated

FEASONE, some parts of the report, which are available on

® The betrayal of human rights by governments the Notice Board page of our Chinese web site

was accompanied by increasingly brutal acts of

AMEHR | 6 | www.amnesty.org.hk




Amnesty in action

CLIT
Spain must act effectively now to protect
women's rights in the home
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I V ifty-nine-year-old Teresa,

who left her hushand after

38 years of insults, beatings and
forced sex, is convinced that if
she reported him, her situation
would get worse, She does not
trust public institutions to protect
her. At the time of her interview
with Amnesty International, she
had spent nine months hiding in
her own home with the blinds
shut so that her husband would
think she had left the city.

Teresa’s story is not rare. The

number of women killed by their
partners or former partners as a
result of gender-based violence
has continued to increase since
2001, according to official statistics. In 2004, 72
women in Spain died at the hands of their

partners or former partriers, Seven of these

women had been granted protection orders,

Survivors of domestic violence face [
considerable obstacles in getting help, protection,
and justice, according to an Amnesty
Internatonal report, Official statistics show that
more than 93 per cent of women suflering such
ill-treatment do not make a complaint, Those
who do report such crimes are met with
indiflference or face insensitive interrogations
which discourage them from pursuing their case
any further,

“The Spanish state has a respensibility Lo
prevent viclence, investigate abuses, punish those |
responsible and compensate the victims, and must I
do so without delay using all appropriate means,”
said Maria Naredo, Women's Ollicer at Amnesty
International Spain,

Despite welcoming the drafting of a new law
on gender-based violence, Amnesty International
is concerned that the onus for setting protection
measures in motion will continue to fall on the
victims, and comprehensive help will only be
available to those who lodge official complaints,

“This law is only a working framework, a
starting point for alleviating the obstacles facing
wornen, which women themselves have been
pomntng out,” said Ms Naredo, “The Spanish

government must put effective measures in place

to make the rights of every woman a realiry,” |

Dirawing upon the testmonies of women who |

Women protest in the centre of Madrid, Spain, against domestic violence. © An-

drea Comas/ Reuters R ZEBHM T BEENd.00E  RERERD

have survived violence in the home, the
organisation found evidence of prejudice and
discrimination in the response of public
institutions, A particular concern was the lack of
protection afforded 1o women from vulnerable
groups, such as undocumented immigrant
women, Roma women, disabled women, and
women with psychological problems or
addictions.

Undocumented immigrant women encounter
particular barriers in getting help, despite it being
acknowledged that they should receive the same
protection as others, In some regions of Spain
survivors of domestic violence have to be
sponsored before they can enter a refuge; in
athers, they are denied access and are referred
instead to general immigrant support centres. To
be eligible for financial support, women who
have been granted a protection order must be in
the process of seeking employment, But
undocumented immigrants are unable to do so
because of their administratve status,

Take acrion! The Spanish government must
ensure its obligation to prevent and protect
women [rom violence. Please sign up for a online
petition at hitp:/ /www.es.amnesty.org/
actforwomen/esp-120505-action-eng.htm so that
we can send a letter on your behall o the
Spamish Prime Minister calling on him to put an
end to gender violence discrimination, and o
prevent and protect women from violence.
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Amnesty in action

B T R

Brazilian Indians
hetrayed by

government
iInaction
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“We heard it said that the
police are coming with a
tractor to destroy everything.
We would like to know who is
going to feed our children...
We would like to let the
police know we are not

leaving... We are not leaving
the land alive.”

[T o B 3 s A
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T hreatened with eviction from their
ancestral home, members of one group of
the Guarani-Kaiowd imdigenous community in
Mato Grosso do Sul state, south-west Brazi isee
the map). issued the above statement in January,
The Jand had already been reserved in theis
favour by the government in Ociober 2004, but
threee months later, a regional court ordered the
commmunity’s eviction from it The case prompted
a national and international outery. On 29
March, the day belore Al launched 2 report on
the situatiom of Indians in Brazil, Brazil's
President officialle “ratified” the land s
helonging to 1hem. Without such pressure,
however, the result could have been very
different.

Brazil's indigenous communities continue to
suller violent awacks, killings and discrimination in
the [ace of government reluctance to fully proteet
their rights. The autharities” lack of commitnent
to efliciently and conclusively deline and cede
indigenous lands by lavw has lefl Indian
commmunities vulnerable o attacks from other
interests competing lor their land.

In January 2004, protesters, appavently
coordinated by local landowners, invaded a
Catholic mission in Raposa Serra do Sol in
Roraima state. Following a governiment
annmouncement that mdigenous land clanmns o g
arca would soon receive presidental approval, the
protesters held missionaries hostage. blocked roads
and threatened further attacks against indigenous
communites, But the handover of land was
postponed and in November 2004, an armed
group attacked three ndigenous COMMLUNIGEs n
the same area, destroving 23 homes, President

Lula finally approved recognition of the area as

Amazonas

Roraima
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an indigenous terntory in April 2005,
With no coherent strategy to resolve the issues
faced by Brazil's indigenous communities, the
government is just

P b exacerbating the

emam uco errors of the past.

The National Indian

Foundation {FUNAT),

the government body charged with

protecting indigenous interests and
overseeing land transfers, is
hampered by corruption and
a lack of resources. The
Brazilian government itself
has criticized FUNAI for its
“lapses in the exercise of its
\ functions~ and has stated that
' reforming and restructuring
FUNAI would be made a priority.
But in 2004, it cut FUNADs budget by
eight per cent.

The land transfer process, when it does take
place, can take years -even decades to complete,
Not only are there structural and political delays
associated with FUNAI but there are also
difficulties associated with settling compensation

| payments for those who have acquired

| indigenous land in good faith, The Brazilian

| Constitution does not allow for compensation for
the value of the land itsell - only material or
physical benefits to it. This often leads to severe
resistance by landowners to proposed land
transfers,

The situation is made worse by the fact that

the government recently appointed the Chamber
Brazil (states
where land is cur-
rently contested
are highlighted in

| of Foreign Relations and National Defence
| (CREDEN) to oversee the creation of proposals
for a "new indigenous policy”. Among other

green) areas of policy development, CREDEN is
BAEE — fe responsible for tackling drug trafficking and
ﬁﬂg:ﬁ?i&ﬁﬁﬁ | international crime, international defence and

immigration.

"[T]he government has adopted the most
perverse form of differentiated treatment,” a
prominent
indigenous
leader told Al
in January, "
[W]e are
being treated like foreigners in

our owin country, and even as a threat to
sovereignty, With this the hope of secing our
territories demarcated and ratified ... has been
substituted by fear."

See Brazil — "Foreigners in our own
country”: Indigenous peoples in Brazil (AMR
19/002/2005) and http://news.amnesty.org/
pages/ BRAZIL W
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ACT NOW!

Send posteards to President Lula calling
on him to combat impunity for attacks on
indigenous leaders and to resolve Indian
land claims. If you would like to help
distribute pre-addressed postcards featuring
the picture on this page, please contact the
Brazil Team, for a minimum of 25 cards
only, at Amnesty International
International Secretarat, Peter Benenson
House, | Easton Street, London WC1X
0DW, United Kingdom or by email at
pesquisa@amnesty.org

IEPTH !
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[ VG (] BB & (HbhHE ¢ Brazil Team,
Amnesty International International
Secretanat, Peter Benenson House, | Easton
Street, London WC1X 0DW, United
Kingdom » HEARMETHEE
pesquisa@amnesty.org ° } & W 4255
{5 A -

www.amnesty.orghk | 9 | AMEHR



nesty in action

REMTR

One of the demands of the Tongzhi
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender)
groups is to have a sexual orientation
discrimination ordinance (SODO)
enacted, similar to ones already in place
in Hong Kong for family, gender and
disability, The HKSAR Government has
long been saying that it is looking into
this, and a SODO is currently under
consultation. AIHK has been attending
the Home Affairs Bureau’s public
forums to put forward our views.
However, there have been many delays
in the process and a great deal of
muisinformation is circulating. Below
are some answers to FAQs on the
subject.
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Discrimination
Ordinance (50D0)
e A o LS R 52 50

Why does Hong Kong need a SODO?

Legislation against discrimination is required
by Hong Kong’s membership of the United
Nations.

Privacy, equality, and the integrity, autonomy,
dignity and well-being of the individual are all
principles of human rights. To cause harm to
another based on their sexual orientation, an
important facet of who we are, is to contravene
their human rights. There is an urgent need to
pass anti-discrimination legislation for sexual
minorites in the same way that there is a need to
protect ethnic minorities from discrimination,

The SODO, like other discrimination
ordinances, is there to provide redress for people
who feel they have been discriminated against,
Currently we have discrimination ordinances for
gender, marital status, and disability and soon we
shall probably have one for race. Amnesty
International Hong Kong (AIHK) wants to see
an ordinance to prevent discnmination on the
basis of sexual orientation.

The ordinance will protect people in the fields
of employment, housing, and service provision,
For instance you couldn’t refuse to rent an
apartment to a couple just because they are the
SAME 5eX,

Does this mean only gays will be

protected?

No, everyone has a sexual orientaton;
therefore everyone will he protected from this
particular form of discrimination. For instance a

gay bar wouldn’t be able to have a policy of only

On 16 May 2005, AlHK's LGBT group, along with
other gay groups in Hong Kong gathered in
Causeway Bay to mark the occasion. The choice
of Causeway Bay, one of the busiest places in
Hong Kong, symbolised the gay community's
desire to be seen and taken notice of, @ AIHK
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hiring gay bar staff, nor would you be able to
have a "gay only" housing estate that only rents
to gay couples.

Will other measures apart from a
SODO be needed to ensure equality?

Yes, we believe education goes hand in hand
with legislation; attitudes need to be changed if
the law is to be applied properly and people feel
they are not disciminated against it their
everyday life.

Can someone avoid heing dismissed

from work by just claiming to be gay?

Nao, if a complaint is lodged for unfair
dismissal using the SODO then the case will be
decided (probably by the Equal Opportunities
Commussion) on whether the person was
disrmissed primarily because their boss thinks he/
she is gay. Somebody who performs poorly at
their job and is sacked [or failing performance
targets, for example, cannot simply claim that he
was sacked for being gay.

Are people in danger of being "outed""?

No. The person’ s sexual orientaton is not
the issue, The issue is the percepton of the
person discriminating. Many people will probably
still feel uncomfortable revealing their sexual
orientation but the SODO 15 one of a number of
means of trying to make the workplace and
society in general more accepting of LGBT
people.

The International Day against Homophobia

event on 16 May 2005 in Cause

ay Bay

20055 A1 AEF@ERANEREER A EEH

Will this stop me saying I disapprove of

homosexuality?

No, the legislaton is designed to prevent
discrimination and does not restrict speech or
seek Lo restrict personal opinions, Amnesty
International has a long history of protecung
freedom of speech, which we believe is a
fundamental human right. Anybody who wants
to publicly disapprove of homosexuality will stll
be able to do so openly. We don’t know what is
planned for the SODO, but it 15 likely the Hong
Kong Government will take the mainstream and
acceptable route: disallowing the incitement of
hatred, contempt or ridicule towards another
person, while still allowing freedom of expression.

Will this mean gay people can get
married?

No, marriage and partnership rights are not
affected by this ordinance. Amnesty International
believes that all families should be accorded equal
protections but this issue will not be addressed in

this ordinance.

International Day against Homophobia
17 May 2005 was the first ever International
Day against Homophobia (IDAHO) and
organisers hope it will become officially
recognized. The date was chosen because on 17
May 1990, the General Assembly of the World
Health Organization finally removed
homaosexuality from their list of mental disorders.
China did the same in 2001. B
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Amnesty in action
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Al launches trade union action
or Bhopal disaster victims

REERMISTE

Al has launched a postcard campaign
using a Union Carbide Company (UCC)
poster to call on UCC/Dow Chemical to
face justice for the thousands of lives
wrecked by the 1984 gas leak from its
pesticide plant in Bhopal, central India,
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his May Day, trade union members are

being urged to take up the Bhopal case as
a symhbol of corporate failure to respect the rights
of the communities in which they operate.

Trade unionists are further encouraged to use
the Bhopal case to highlight the value of the UN
Norms for Business in clarifying the duty
companies have to respect and protect human
rights.

More than 7,000 people died in Bhopal as a
result of exposure to toxins released by the
Bhopal plant leak. In the years that {ollowed,
many more thousands died or developed
debilitating illnesses which impaired their ability
to work. A 1983 survey found that 63 per cent of
workers in the area most seriously affected by the
disaster faced a drop in income ranging from 20
to 100 per cent.

UCQC was aware of safety concerns at its
Bhopal plant as early as 1982, bur failed to take
necessary precautions. In fact, from 1983, the
company implemented various cost-cutting
measures that meant that damaged equipment
was patched up instead of repaired, or replaced
with sub-standard equipment. “We started using
bits and pieces of equipment which were better
thrown away — for instance caskets and bits and
pieces of pipelines,” recalled a former safety
officer at the plant. “We welded them together
and used them,”

The company continues to evade
responsibility, refusing to disclose toxicological

AMEHR | 12 | www.amnesty.org.hk

A 1962 advertisement announcing the arrival of
Union Carbide in India. ® UCC

—iR1062FMEE - SHERESB D TRED

33

information about the leaked substances which is
wvital to properly treating victims of the disaster.
Since 1991 UGC has refused to appear before
the Bhopal district court where eriminal charges
are still pending against thern. In May Dew
Chemical, which took over UCC in 2001, 15
expected to appear for the first time before an
Indian criminal court to explain why UCC has
never answered to charges of culpahble hamicide,

See India: Clouds of injustice — Bhopal
disaster 20 years on (ASA 20/015/2004) and
" A bitter wind in Bho]):ilH, the Wire, December
2004.

Take action! Write, urging UCC/DOW
Chemical to: appear before the Bhopal court in
the criminal case, make public all informaton it
has on the gases released on the day of the leak,
and cooperate fully with those assessing the long-
term health consequences of the gas leak, B
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Send letrers to i {Fili 9 :

Andrew N. Liveris, President and Chief
Executive Officer, Dow Chemical
Company, 2030 Dow Center, Midland,
MI 48674, USA

Fax f§H : (+1) 989 638 9468

Email & 78 : anliveris@dow.com
({cc: appeals(@amnesty.org)
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n March the ATHK
I Malaysia Group, together

with migrant organisations,

hegan campaigning against the
crackdown on undocumented
migrants in Malaysia. The
authorities declared their
imtention to deport up to 600,000 such migrants
to Indonesia, the Philippines, Myanmar and
other Asian countries, A previous deportation of
this kind in 2002 resulted in severe human rights
abuses.

Al's rescarcher visited Malaysia in Apnl,
where it became apparent that the scope and
scale of the operations were much less than in
2002, In fact,

from migrants leaving Malaysia was so serious

the shortage ol labour resulting

that the authorities decided to allow work permits
to be issued to migrants re-entering the country
on tourist visas

One factor in mitigating the scale of human
rights abuse has undoubtedly been the efforts of
AT and other groups in campaigming on this

issue. Bul despite the reduced scale of recent

-
arrest operations, serious CONCCrns remain,
including inhumane conditions in the camps; the
detention of refugees, including children;
refoulement or pushing back ol people to
countries where they may face persecution; and
the failure w ensure [air trials for those

prosecuted under the Immigraton Act, leading to

whipping and imprisonment of the mnocent as

well as those found “guilty” under the Act.
The ATHK Malaysia group will continue (o
work on this important human rights issue and
campaign for the release of those detained
without trial under the Internal Security Act,
Several detainees have been released recemly,

and we will campaign for the release of others as

their two-year detention periods expire between

September and December this year, B
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Death Penalty Group

JERIELEH

he Death Penalty group participated in Earth Day at Kowloon Park in May. This
T as a good opportunity for Al members to meet new people and make cc
environmental groups in Hong Kong. Although their cau
n work together in the future,

was shown, and hopefully th

The DP group gave a talk at Chu Hai College in June. The

was well attended.
group welcomes
presentation on the

tions
yu.e
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llegal migrant workers queue for documents out-
side the Indonesian embassy in Kuala Lumpur,
October 2004, © AP
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he 10th Human Rights Press Awards
presentation ceremony was held on
June 18, 2005.

received, and the judges were encouraged

This year 305 entries were
by the high standard. Former Al prisoner of
conscience and publisher of independent
Malaysian news website " Malaysiakini

s
Steven Gan was the speaker. Photographs

and a more detailed report will be published

in the next issue, A
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Worldwide issues

l

Guantanamo and heyond:
e continuing pursuit of
unchecked executive

IRBER®R - BRER
RIRNTIEN
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his new Amnesty International repont

published in May 2005, details how
hypocrisy, an over-arching war mentality, and a
refusal to adhere 1o international obligations
continue to characterise the United States
administration’s approach to detentions in the
"war on terror”,

A year afier the Abu Ghraib torture scandal
broke, the conditions for torture and ill-treatment
for those in US custody remain. While the US
government is pursuing a public relations excrcise
to persuade the world that what the Abu Ghraib
photographs revealed was a small problem that
has now been fixed, thousands of detainees in US
custody in Iraq, Afghanistan, Guantanamo Bay,
and secret locations clsewhere remain at risk of
torture or ill-treatment. This is because of
America’s continuing  “pick and choose”
approach to international laws and standards,
and the systematic use of incommunicado
detention and denial of judicial review, a basic
safeguard against arbitrary detendon, torture and
"disappearance”.

More than a year after the United States
Supreme Court ruled that US courts have the
jurisdiction to consider appeals from detainees
held in the US Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay
in Cuba, not a single detainee held there has had
the lawfulness of his detention judicially reviewed.
The report deseribes how the US administraton
continues to seck ways to block such a review, or
at least to keep it as far from a judicial process as
possible.
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Al United Kingdom's members protest against the detention in Guantanamo Bay. ©® AIUK
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The report includes an analysis of the
Combatant Status Review Tribunals — execudve
bodies which the administration hopes 1o
persuade a federal court 1o accept as a substitute
for judicial review,

It also examines proposed trials by military
commissions; the cases of "enemy combartants”
detained in the US; secret translers and
detentions by US agents; the case of a US c¢itzen
held in custody in Sandi Arabia allegedly at the
behest of the US; and the case of Zacarias
Moussaoui, [acing execution for his alleged role
in the September 11, 2001 attacks which sparked
the so-called "war on terror”,

Evidence of torture and other ill-treatment by
US forces continucs to mount. To date, not one
US agent has been chargee under the USA™ s
Ant-Torture Act or War Crimes Act. While a
few, mainly low-vanking soldicrs have been tried
by court-martial and others subjecied (o non-
Judicial or adminstrative sanctions, no member
of the US administration has been subjected o
independent investigative scrutiny, despite
evidence thar human rights violations have been
authorised, and evidence that there was a high-
level conspiracy 1o give immunity from
prosecution to US agents accused of wrre or
WAl Crines,

The report also contains Amnesty

International’s initial response to the US

ry

Government's report to the United Nations
Committee against Tornure, submitted on May 6,
2003, Amnesty also further examines America’s
official investigations into abuses, as well as recent
revelations relating to deaths in custody.

Amnesty International continues to call for the
US Congress to set up a full independent
commission of inquiry into all of America’s "war
on terror” detention and interrogation paolicies
and practices, including its involvement in secret
transfers of detainees. It is also calling on the US
Attorney General to appoint an independent
Special Counsel from outside the Justice
Department to canduct a criminal investigatdon
into any administration officials against whom
there is evidence of involvement in crimes in the
"war on terror”, including "disappearances”,
extrajudicial executions, and torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment.

For a copy of "Guantanamo and beyond: The
continuing pursuit of unchecked execunve
power”, please see: hitp:/ /web.amnesty.org/
library/Index/ENGAMRS5 10632005

For more information on Amnesty
[nternational concerns about human rights
violations committed in the context of the "war
on tervor”, please see: "USA: Human dignity
denied — Torture and accountability in the
“war on terror”, hitp://web.amnesty.org/library/
Index/ENGAMRS51 1452004 W
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Worldwide issues

women car

rthe burdenin
the Occupied Territories
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“I crawled behind a concrete block by the checkpoint to have
some privacy and gave birth there, in the dust, like an animal.
I held the baby... she moved a little but after a few minutes

she died in my arms’.
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e
S evere restrictions on the
movermnent of Palestinians in the
Occupied Territories have had tragic
consequences for women and girls, In
August 2003, Rula Ashtiya (quoted
above) was forced to give birth on a
dirt road by the Beit Furik checkpoint,
in the West Bank, after Isracli soldiers
refused her passage from her village to
the nearby town of Nablus,

In December 2004, Bayan
Hussein-Ali gave birth in an
ambulance at a checkpoint near
Nablus afier being delayed by Israeli
soldiers in the middle of the night.
The ambulance was not allowed to
pass through the checkpoint so a
second ambulance was called to
collect her from the other side of the
checkpoint. Known as the "back-to-
back™ method, this is how
merchandise — and often patients —
are transported through Israeli army
checkpoints,

Such experiences demonstrate the
vulnerability of women to a system of
control that discriminates against
Palestinians in the Occupled
Territories. Subject to an increasingly
sophisticated system of blockades and
checkpaints, 3.5 million Palestinian
women, men and children are
prevented from moving between
towns and villages, and are often
confined to their homes, As a result,
they are denied access to work,
education and adequate health care,

Under siege and under strain, the
potential for increased family violence,
including sexual abuse, is heightened,
Unprecedented levels of poverty and
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unemployment caused by the

restrictions imposed by the Isracli
army and the increased
militarization of the conflict have
aggravated existing problems of
gender imequality in Palestinian
soclety.

Women have borne the brunt of
the anger and frustration of male

relatives who feel humiliated because
they cannor fulfill their expected role

as providers.

The greater the external threat,
the less opportunity women have to
confront internal issues within
Palestinian society, especially those
considered as private matters
concerning family "honour". Those
who do seek help are thwarted by
ineffectual laws that discriminate
against women and give little or no
protection to victims of family
violence. Restrictions on movement
further exacerbate matters.

In September 2004, Maha, a
young woman from northern Gaza,
was forced to drink poison by her
father when he discovered that she
was pregnant. Efforts by women's
rights activists, hospital stafl’ and
local officials were hampl‘:rct‘i
because the Isracli army had just

launched a major operatdon and had

completely sealed the area, Maha
died.

For women and girls who are at
risk ol being killed by their [amilies,
leaving their immecdiate
surroundings, even for a short
period, is often the only ellective
solution. However, as one non-
governmental organization (NGO)
worker told ALt "In the past few
years getting (o the victims and
getting the victims out of the danger
area has been very difficult and at
times totally impossible, These
military blockades, curfews and
checkpoints have caused the death
of some women who could have
easily been saved". 2

A pregnant woman waits for
an ambulance to collect her
at the Jubara checkpoint
near Tulkarem, West Bank,
2004 © MachsomWatch
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