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Military policeman, displays restraints used for
transporting detainees to Camp X-Ray. Camp
X-Ray was be one of the holding facilities for
Taliban and Al Qaida detainees. Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, January 10 2002. © US DoD
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Amnesty International is ...

* The largest human rights arganisation in the world, with around 1

million members and supporters in 140 countries and Lerritories
* A democratic, membership-based organisation that has been pro-
moting hurnan rights, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Fuman Rights and other internabonal standards, for the past 40 years.
A campaigning organisation which works to fight discrimination; free
priseners of conscience; ensure Tair and prompt toals for political
prsomers; abolish the death penalty, torture and other cruel treal-
ment of prizoners; end political kilings and  "disappearances”; and
oppose human rights abuses by oppesition groups.
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was founded in
1976, The Human Rights Educarion Charitable Trust was esrablished
wih the Hong Kong Section and registered as a chanity in Hong Kong
in 19493, Our activites include:
Human Rights Education
Lobbying Governments
Campaigning
Fundraising
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HR stands for human rights, the prolection of
which is the core ideal that Amnesty International
fights for. We have therefore decided to use it as
the name of this bi-monthly newsletter of the
Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will
be an effective means to communicate with our
members and the public. You are most welcome
to send any comments to us on its content or the
work of Amnesty International at any time. Please

email admin-hk@amnesty.org or write to us at the
above address.
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Human rights are under threat and the ban on torture and other cruel, inhuman and degrad-

; z & : 13 n .
ing treatment is being undermined. In the war on terror , governments are not only using

torture and ill treatment, they claim this is justifiable and necessary.
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From the Chair

F i

We just came back from the 27th ICM, the highest decision-
making body of Amnesty International. Although it was my first

TCM, this wonderful experience realfirmed my beliel in AL The
seven days of hard work, intensive debate and fascinating
discussion were like a miracle to me. Although we were dealing
with contentious and challenging issues, we managed to come up
with positions that delegates [rom diflerent parts of the world
could agree on, and (o deliver the common ground needed to
achieve our goals in the lorthcoming years, Most importanty, it
was the prisoners of conscience and survivors of human rights
violations who guided us throughout onr discussion. Their stories
accompanied us every step ol the way. They are the ones this
ICM is made.

Before the ICM, we invited members to give us feedback on
two resolutions - the use of military foree, and sexual and
reproductive rights - on which decisions were made at the [CM.
Thank you to those who sent us their views., They mfluenced
how we positioned ATHK at the ICM discussions, and also how
we voted. Please turn to page 16 for a report on the [CAML If you
require a detailed report, you can contact the AIHK office,

1 would also like to take this opportunity to welcome our new
Campaigness - Wu Ho Tong and Chow Chung Wah. Both Wu
and Chow have experience in campaigning [or social justice. We
are glad to have them on board. In [act, this is the first time Al
Hong Kong has stall’
members to do
campaigning, and [ am sare
they will Facilitate spreading
the human rights messag:
and mobilising people to
act for human rights.

Si-si Liu

F AP AL 5 - N Y B B R R o 3 R
AR Y o 1 PROR AR R AT TR A — iR -
A T 0 T R 0 Y — O A S PR T B A £
e DRMENE TIE - AR RER Rt AR R
LR {AATEA « R R INEE TR S B
R - TR X — e M ARRE R R R AV © R
R F AR R B TR - TR -
Y F i S e AR RO B A HE R AP 4R 91 - 1
P AR R E R R - R R A R RS
FRE Ay !

7 0 P G e SR AT O - RS T & B BRE R
AR (RECR S E R Bt R fF IR o EIRR
e R S T A R T HE - SRR R
AIfr B - SR SR RE T ST @l A Sl Bt
B - AR 16 H2MEMmEE o A ERE
—{EFES R - S & R .

312 7] I AL 5 0k i RSCTI 1) 0 T A HE R 5 49 A R L
— Wi RS - AR SRR E ARG LR
A NA » SR A EHBaY N A - HEE - FEth
S IR A HE A A7 R B0 R A\ REEED o ¢ AE
ARtk A RIS IS BB R B2 AR AR TE) -

www.amnesty.org.hk |

| AHEHR



Feature _____p.L
CRUEL.
INHUMAN.
DEGRADES
US ALL.

Ba e AAE
ASRMNNAE

_ amnesty STOP TORTURE
international  AND ILL-TREATMENT
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uman rights are under threat and the ban on torture and other
H cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment is being undermined, In
the “war on te vernments are not only using torture and ill
treatment, they claim this is justifiable and necessary, However,

comfort to those who commil torture, they are undermining the very

values the “war on terror’ is supposed to be defending.

Those who justify
torture speak of
“coercive
ial[e1‘1'-cvg:-11:i0|1'"', bt
when the door to
torture is of
pressure is alway:
upward. If one slap
doesn’t work, then a
beating will lollow. Il a
heating doesn’t wark,
what comes next? We
see the photographs,
hear the tesimonics. It
is cruel and inhuman.

And it degrades us all.

Torture and secret detention

On June 20, 2005, Amnesty
International (Al} visited two Yemeni
detainees said to have recently been
transferred from the United States
detention facility at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. However, their accounts
describe another more secretive
detention regime. They had
effectively “disappeared” for more
than a year and a half.

Muhammad Faraj Ahmed
Bashmilah and Salah Nasser Salim
'Ali, from the Yemeni city of Aden,
deseribed to Al their arrest and
subsequent four-day detention in
Jordan where they said they were
tortured. They said they were then
detained incommunicado without
charge or trial in unknown locations,
and interrogated by guards from the
US. They were not told why they had
been detained. They said they were
held in solitary confinement
throughout their detention with no
access to family, lawyers, diplomatic
representatives and no visits from the
International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) or other detainees.

Although no longer in solitary
confinement, both men remain in
detention in Yemen, even though the
authorities admit they have no legal
reasons to hold them. Yemem
officials told Al the men remain in
detention at the request of US
authorities.

Al calls upon both the US and
Yemem authorities to ensure that
Muhammad Faraj Ahmed Bashmilah
and Salah Nasser Salim 'Ali are

released immediately if they are not

to be promptly charged with

recognisable criminal offences. Both
men must also be offered appropriate
medical treatment and rehabilitation
immediately.

The US authornties should also:

* Clarify where Muhammad Faraj
Ahmed Bashmilah and Salah
Nasser Salim *Ali were held,
disclose information about any
other detainees being held there,
and ensure that any such detainees
still in custody be given access to
outside bodies such as the ICRC;

* Clarify the fate and whereabouts of
all detainees reported to be or to
have heen in US custody or under
US interrogation in the custody of
other countries to whom no
outside body, including the ICRC,
are known to have access, and
provide assurances of their well-
being;

* Immediately end any practices of
incommunicado and secret
detention, wherever they are
occurring, and under whichever
agency. Hold detainees only in
officially recognised places of
detention with access to family,
law'}rers and courts;

® Either charge and bring to trial any
detainees in US custody in
undisclosed locations for
internationally recognisable
offences, in full accordance with
international standards of fairness
and without recourse to the death
penalty; or release such detainees.
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A detainee holds his praying beads while
standing outside his cell in Camp Delta 4 at
the Guantanamo Bay Maval Base. Camp 4
is a medium security facility for cooparative
prisoners who get to wear white uniforms,
are allowed to exercise each day and get to
keep more items such as letiers or books in
their cells. @AP/EMPICS
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Campaign launch Yl oy "H FF{

The campaign to stop torwre and ill-weanment in fEG A2 A

the "war an ervor” was laynched by AL on June 26 — {EELTE | o ek |

Internaional Day in Support of Vietims af Torre, & - R R

From lceland 1o Uruguay, from the US 10 Morocen, vk B A B f T
the campaign has heen taken woorock concerts and BB '_}I R IE © E
marker places, to the Ani-Racism lestival in Athens, o B0 2§ & : e gh i s

parliaments and to ambassaclors, Sweet theawe and =t ﬁ LA ARG

stagerd events have all been backed by a network of

wehsites, e-mails and letrers,
Debate is evervwhere: on the urgency of defending

the absolute ban on orture and other cruel, inhoman

;_%mﬂ%%ﬂﬂ

i . T ) o ol 2 = T
“war on terror” is undermining 1he very values it HEAE T o ok BRI T

anel degrading weamment; on the way in which the

purports to delend: and on the Imponanes of I
e TR e ¢ . — |
FEA") 82 2 2

recloubling efforiz o investigate and proseeute oeure,

We all have w speak out — please continue to i =

support this campaign,

Our statement against torture FRAP B TR B R 1R
and ill-treatment W

Torture or any other treatment that is cruel, BT R R S N
inhuman or degrading is repugnant, immoral b

and illegal, and is always wrong.

All governments should publicly denounce Jift A7 B0 I I i 2 0 T ik
such abuse in the strongest possible rerms, and 3 gl it ey 4 i O R Y T
never allow it to happen at home or abroad. W » HAANE e iy sk M
L 2
All governments should use national and
international laws to prosecute anyone who has Y 7 G IF OE YD R R
Amnesty Iceland action at Austurvollur been directly or indirectly responsible for torture Pt > AT (o] VR I e T
in front of the Althing (the lcelandic or other forms of ill-treatment. T HEF T IEARIE SURE T A -
parliament) on the 26th of June. The

action drew attention to torture in the No one should be held in secret or T A ) R e

"War on terror” and the method called
sensory deprivation used at incommunicado. Such conditions encourage and 'k”l'r‘ WELERR o B O 0 M Fu ity

e 2 acilitate torture and ill-treatment. B B EES -
Guantanamo. People were offered to ex facilitate tort d ill-treatment F IR 22 1E

perience not seeing, hearing, smelling
etc. @A No one should be sent to a country where they AT A B G 3] M) oA -
EMSHARAkSA D6 A 26 REAE may be tortured or subjected to any other form it 7 S 2 i ) T A i 6 T

SMEZTE - TEMNEENE [R2H ]
TR F 1o B B O o St .
MpE - THSREARRETR B Copr s
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of treatment that is cruel, inhuman and Fi W AR AT I ARG

Our security will not be best R o R T T
protected by subjecting PR e 0 1 i 7R 2 S 0 =
. prisoners to torture and ill- B+ RCTCRE A 04 A M i AT 1
treatment, but by respecting | -
everyone’s human rights.
1% 0 A o 5 '““Iﬁi P R
Torture does not stop terror. T A B ML A 6
Torture is terror.
I8 D s i 1 A4S W 58 {0 8
Torture or other ill-treatment 3 i+ Bl ke "-tu'ﬂlll l"
not only harms the victim, it P L A A

brutalizes the perpetrator and B2 RO R AT R

the societies that allow it to fity o
happen. It is eruel, inhuman

and degrades us all.l
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ongolese human rights activists
C caring for rape survivors in
castern Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) came together for a
«I.:.'ilcning' skills” workshop in March,
orgamzed by AL

NMost of the activists, mainly
wornen, are grassroots workers from
remote rural distrnicts which have
suffered alarming levels of rape in the
course of the DRC conllict. With
scant resources and no formal
training, these activists have heen
attempting to deal wath the
distressing social, economic, medical
and psychological aftermath of rape.
Callectively they are supporting
thousands of rape survivors,

The five-day workshop, which
took place in the city of Bukavu, was
a direct outcome of Al's 2004
research visits to eastern DRC to
investigate mass sexual violence
committed during the DRC conlflict.
Many activists asked Al to arrange
training that would equip them to be
more effective in their response o
victims, One young participant spoke
of her own sense of being deeply
scarred by her work:" Sometimes it is

all too much, when the woman

speaks of how she was raped, how
her family have rejected her, pouring
out her problems, her needs... Then,

me too, I feel like erying. 2

Coping with stress

The training focused on
communicatng with rape survivors,
including appropriate and sensitive
interviewing techniques, how to give
verbal and physical encouragement
and support. There was an emphasis
on practice as well as theory, with
cach scssion punctuated by role-plays,
case studies and group feedback. One

session dealt specifically with |

Activists who care for rape survivors attending a wurknl.hnp in Bukavu, Democratic Republic of Cango,
March 2005 © Al

SMEMREIHANE Bukavu RN THESNRBERSEFEEAME T + 2005F 38 -

“t:uping mechanisms . and ways to
identily and reduce the levels of
stress and trauma experienced by
the activists themnselves.,

The event was a result of close
collaboration berween Al
Netherlands, Al's research tcam
and two Congolese women trainers
[rom the US-Congolese non-
governmental organization, Doctors
On Call for Service, which runs one
al only two centres in the country
providing comprehensive and free
medical and psychosocial care for
I'il])L' SLI]'\u']l\"{)]"j.

The workshop was pronounced a
great success by all the participants.
They encouraged Al to replicate
the training in other areas of
eastern DRC devastated by rape,
which it intends ta do if funding is
available. In the meantime, follow-
up visits are being organized o
evaluate the impact of the training
locally and to reinforce specific
learning points. The participants

have also formed their own network

| el
to remain in touch and share

expenience and advice,
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Amnesty in Action [T 1.1 (53 |

Ithough a number of campaigners were

released on the lifting of the state of
emergency on April 29, the conflict has
continued to undermine stability throughout
the country. Excessive restrictions on
information and freedom of movement
remain in place. Even the use of mobile
phones is restricted.

Ammnesty International sent a team to
Nepal to report on the situation. Its findings
were recently published, and although they
offer only a snapshot of the current troubles,
there was considerable evidence of an
increasing disregard for human rights, It is
clear there are perpetrators on both sides of
the conflict. The result is more killings of
civilians, widespread displacement of an
already vulnerable population, and almost
complete impunity for the human rights
violations that are taking place daily.

The CPN and the Royal Nepali Army (RNA)
are engaged in daily tit-for-tat violence in the
countryside that routinely involves innocent
civilians. Reports of illegal detentions and
torture of suspected CPN members are rife.
The CPN has abducted and recruited
members forcibly from vulnerable villagers.

Alarming cases of children being dragged
into the conflict despite denials from both
sides have been reported. While the CPN has
marched into schools and abducted children
for “political education”, there is mounting
evidence of its forcible recruitment of
children.

Meanwhile the RNA is allegedly
imprisoning and torturing children on a
regular basis. In one case, a woman from
Surkhet district told how government
security forces took away her 10-year-old son
days after his father’s death at the hands of
the army. The boy was held and beaten for
six days. Following his release, the security
forces made further visits to his family,
threatening to rape his 12-year-old sister.

Reports of sexual violence against women
are also common, The violence and
mstability bave led to a breakdown of normal
economic and social conditions exacerbating
poverty and disease. Villagers have
increasingly tried to flee their homes, making
them increasingly vulnerable. Estimates are
unreliable, but the numbers of displaced
people since 1996 have been conservatively
put as high as 200,000.

Amnesty International noted with
considerable concern the recent development
of Village Defence Forces. Ostensibly
established to protect villagers, in reality
these groups have simply added to the
violence in the l:t:lunl.ty!-iide, c:lea.rly with
government approval but with no legitimacy.
Reports of human rights abuses by these

AfHR | 8  www.amnesty.org.hk

groups confirm that their existence represents
a dangerous addition to an already highly
volatile sitnation.

A swift solution to the troubles
in Nepal is unlikely. However a
good start must involve the
government taking the initiative .
to respect its obligations to the =

Eea

s
)

e

o
e

——;

international treaties it has
signed.

It is the government of
Nepal’s responsibility to re-
establish confidence in its
authority to tackle political
opposition according to
international law. It needs
to further restore such
confidence by bringing the
perpetrators of human
rights violations to justice.

Pressure from the
international community
will push the
g(l\'emnlc‘.nl t(.l\-"dﬂ!!‘i
such moves. More than
this, Amnesty
International in Hong
Kong would like to
show its support for

the people of Nepal.

Cases are surfacing
of torture and illegal
detentions that
require our help.
For more
imformation on
recent reports and
cases, please go to
http:/fweb.
amnesty.org/
library/eng-npl/
index
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— — obel Prize winner Daw Aung San Suw
Kyi, the best known political prisoner in
Myanmar {fwidely known as Burma), marks

another milestone in her long wait for justice on
L9 June when she celchrates her 60" birthday
under house arrest. She has been detained for 60
per cent ol the time since 1989, She has never

any offence, and the sole basis for her
imprisonment has been her peacefil political
opposition 1o the authorities,

The justice system in Myanmar is being

widely abused to torture, arhitrarily arrest and

been brought to court, never charged or tried for

penalize people from all walks of life. The victims
C C include students, housewives, professionals,

‘ . 3 businessmen and others bel iven unfair trials
Please use your liberty to promote ours  Daw o 18 gven t
for peacefully exercising their basic rights,

Aung San Suu Kyi in 1997 (in a speech delivered

Many political prisoners are elderly and some

on her behalf in the USA) are suffering from serious illness, after years of
= N imprisonment and ill-treatment, Their problems
s » 3 / < .
[ i AP 7 AR 1T AR Ly arc compounded by poor prison conditions,
1997 4E5 (7535 B &R b 5 43 5 e 7 ) inadequate fbod and lack of medical treatment. A

, , number of poliical prisoners have mental health
prablems, and have even attempted suicide.
Prisoners are denied writing materials and do not
always have access to reading materials, At least
five prisoners died during 2004 - in prison or
soon alter being released. The consequences of

AMEHR | 10 | www.amnesty.org.hk




Myanmar’s systematic harassment of politcal
activists and restrictions on political freedoms
have hecome oo great to be ignored,

U Win Tin, a former editor, has been in
prison since 1989 for sending informartion o the
UN abow human vglts violatons, He marked
his 75th birthday in prison in March, He
testified during a wial that he had been tortured.
Alyat San was imprisoned i1 1991 for taking
part in student demonstrations to celebrate Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi winning the Nobel Peace
Prize. Although he has served his prison tenn he
15 sull imprisoned withou charge or tnal and he
has had serious health problems lor vears. [het
Win Aung is serving a 34-year prison term for
organizing demonstrations calling for student
rights in 1998,

The National League lor Democracy (NLD),
headed by Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, won the
majority of votes in elections in 1990 but the
mihtary authorites reluse lo recogmze the result.
For more than 13 years members of the NLID
and other opposition parties and student activists
have been systemancally harassed and sentenced
to long prison terms, In May 2003, NLD
members and supporters were attacked by a
mob that killed at least three people and
senously imjured scores of athers, The authorities
have not instigated any independent
investigation into the attack. Daw Aung San Sun
Kyi and party deputy U Tin Oo have been
detained since then, and others who hacl
cistributed informaton about the attack have
been imprisoned. Harassment and arrests of
political activists have increased over the last six
months, At least live people who were elected as
Members of Parliament in the 1990 elections
have been arrested since February 2003, held
incommunicado and lace lengthy prison
sentences.

Al is launching a web petition ou 16 June, to
coincide with Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's G0
birthday, calling on the Myanmar authoritics
immediately and unconditionally release her s
well as the more than 1,330 polineal prisoners
imprisoned solely for peacelul acts ol dissent,
These acts of dissent range [rom writing pocms,
possessing polirical posters, holding peacelul
demonstrations and calling on the authorities o
lift political restrictions. Al is also calling on the
authorities o end the continuing abuse ol the
Justice system to imprison politeal activists and
to stop using laws that pul a stranglehold on
freedom of expression and association in the
country.

For more than a decade the Nyanmar
authorities have given assurances that Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi and other poliical leaders
will be released "when the dme is right".

Four of Myanmar's prisoners
of consciencs, from top down:
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, U Win
Tin, Thet Win Aung, U Tin Oo.
© Private

mu\RRLE BEET:
Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, U Win
Tin, Thet Win Aung, U Tin
Oo o

2H AmHALRLRE  REAREA
e mrssnmysade « ite 19 H »
BB PR G0mIIE H  RERE MRS
Haffn —EEXEER - B 1089 ¥
M M AN TR R B -
e LifEipT - Li‘ﬂ?iﬂ}ﬁﬁﬁlﬂl-’ﬁl&nﬁﬁiﬁ
Wh e TR GEARAGERE o (R D R
Foa 9 R - i E AT Eh -

E R R R B R 0 R AR A T I
RYAHETTRE - EEERMUREHER - 2
EHaEAY  FEaER -HEAL -
A ) B At R B T A A M T i
FOTHERA AL -

FIEEGAILMHELE RA - MALEEF

LR ERCE BRHBENER - B
HHL mEERMEREBEE - FEMEY
LK B R o BFA EGR IR AR HE
fEREMRE - FvE S A - MR
BEEHEBEROM S > mARRESEEEDY -
£ 2004 4 » EAHF 3 BZEGRIBTE T - Hb @
B FEEE AT LN - i H SR
R E EGA TR R FHEITRE . L RHEGS
BHBEHGER  CEREDMEEEN T
zf_{, o

U Win Tin 2 ﬂuﬂcﬂ R i rop ey
z'\'rE?F‘?LL‘J ?—'JE)F—!)C il i' Ll Cli |_i ]989’]-%&%
BES o S o bRk EER 75 BEAYAE

o {m‘[{k#uﬁ PAE T M B E T o Myar San
Dﬁhgﬁéﬁ&‘ifﬂkﬁjn?étmﬁﬁéﬁ.ﬂfﬁf'ﬂl -4 i)
AT lﬂml TR BT - SR
EDERRM - EREEEEREBEME
LAY - _u‘?F-ﬂE -HA B E AR
B ° Thet Win Aung HETE |qqsiﬁ".ﬂ‘f&’£rﬁﬂﬂi
W7 FHCARAER] WX 50 FELE
e BRI -

Bl Z AR Fr E A S B BT - Y1990
VR R R T SRy - [HESE
A AR B A - A E IS 15 :&u
o 2EREREIHBZH KRS
BEEGF - EFH R EE _ttEf&J’-'IE%
FHARVEESE - 2003 F 3 F - EME BB
HRFAEY AR  ENTED
EARLC BRYETAZEER - ERIFEARYH
BRI B T (T A AL - RLEE
PLEZERERU Tin Qo » #:2 5 TRE R
mLm rf’l] }{ H_.Tg§ ,.J,Q ?’L ‘)\ Ti"i? %‘H— f;'] E'ﬂ I‘J’J Jl‘.
T U E B A - N ELIAE B T AV EE
1 4] A B }JPT - HIE 20052 AR B2
A5 ek 8 R EE - OF B A
Bi3t .

PR e e B thEERRAWLE
WEoo@d B TR FEETE . TR
) L = % AR L AL B i 1350 8 H
FEfTE REEERNMEEIL » S H R
PFE - BURERRMTEEER - 5
HHEEH - BTMERE - UENEERE
ﬁ*?[i?ﬂfﬁb’ﬁ?ﬂ (5] P45 o i L A T B OF
F-EFIEERaERSEEREERE T
L‘»‘HEUH?JH%J?E’;JTJJ?ELE MFE RS Ad -

WMEETEF - A ETEEE HE
AOEFIT ] - BUE AT A LB B EGE
A - [ |

www.amnesty.org.hk | 11 | ABEHR



(AP issues by
Asylum-seekers in Australia

remain inlong-term limho

RN REEHEE D ER AR
MR RR

¥

L

Ahmed was not quite 11 years old

when his famuly arrived in Australia
seeking asylum. Placed in immigration
detention, his menral health
deteriorated alarmingly. Ahmed tried
te hang himself twice in seven months
and committed man;
After three long v
family were fin
rt'ﬁl_.t_,rn_’r"s and releas

selftharm.
hmed and his
* recogmized as

his is just one of the stories contained in

Al’s June 2005 repart, The impact of
indefinite detention: The case to change
Australia’s mandatory detention regime (ASA 12/
001/2005). There are hundreds more stories
which could be told of lives blighted, sometimes
irredeemably, by Australia’s mandatory detention
regime,

Al estimates that as at 29 May 2005, 210
people detained in Australian immigration
[acilities (including the oflshore centre on the
South Pacific island of Nauru) had been there for
over 18 months. The longest serving detainee at
that time was Peter Qasim, a rejected Kashmiri
asylum-seeker who had been held since September
1998, Australian law requires that a non-national
in Australia without a valid visa must be detained
until he or she is either granted a temporary
protection visa or leaves the country. Rejected
asylum-seekers such as Peter Quasim, who cannot
leave Australia because no country will accept him
as a national or allow him entry, face being
detaimed indefinitely.

Since the report was finalized, Peter Qasim’s
situation has improved slightly. He has been
granted a Removal Pending Bridging Visa which
allows a non-national in immigration detention to
be released when it is not possible to remove them
from Australia. To be eligible for this visa the visa
halder must agree to leave the country when the
Australian government requires them to do so,

ABHR | 12 | www.amnesty.org.hk

Peter Qasim is now being treated for mental
illness caused by his prolonged detention, but the
uncertainty of his present situation only adds to
his stress and does little ro aid his recovery.

Australia’s mandatory detention regime places
it in breach of several of the inter-national
human rights treates which it has signed up to,
including the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights and the Convention on the
Rights of the Child. In June the Australian Prime
Minister announced several changes to the
detention regime, intended to soften its edges
without altering the fundamental palicy.

While the changes are a step in the right
direction, they have not adequately addressed the
key recommendations made in Al’s report.
Unless further changes are made asylum-seekers

who arnve without a valid visa wall continue to

. be automatically detained in contravention ol

Australia’s obligations under international human
rights and refugee law. They wall continue to be
held without an assessment of whether their
detention is necessary and proportionate, and

| without access to review by an independent body

able to order a release.

The only safcguard against indefinite detention
will be the Minister for Immigration’s discretion -
which she cannot be forced to use. And any
alternative to indcfinite detention for rejected
asylumeseckers who cannot be returned will also
be at the Minister’s discretion,

Kept in limbo and unable ever to apply for
permanent residence, Peter Qasim faces a lifetime

| of being in Australia but never being part of its

COTAFTILILY. | |
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Al Australia presents a
photographic petition,
supported by more than
10,000 peaople, to the
government calling for an
end to the indefinite de-
tention of asylum-
seekers. © Al
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Protesters unite against the con-
struction of a water sports venue
for the 2008 Olympics on the
outskirts of Beijing, June 2005
© EMPICS
TRATREELEGENRE
2008 FRE 2k L0 Higit
2005 F6 A

" lympism secks to create a
O way of life based on the joy
found in effort, the educational value

of good example and respect for
universal fundamental ethical
principles,"

Olympic Charter, Fundamental

principles, paragraph 2.

Amnesty International calls on the

Chinese authorities to make good on
their promise to improve the human
rights situation in their country
before the Olympic Games of 2008,
"This is the perfect opportunity
for China to show the world thar it

cares about human nghts,” said
Amnesty Internatnonal. "Unfort-
unately, despite the promises given
to the International Olympic
Committee, serious viclations of
human nghts continue in China."

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) should be
particularly concerned by the abuses
experienced by Chinese cinzens that
are linked to China’s preparaton for
the Games. These include the
imprisonment of individuals who
have sent open letters to the 10C
calling for improvements in China’s
human rights, the thousands of
Beijing residents forcibly evicted
from their homes, many illegally, in
the city’s preparation for the Games,
and intensified suppression of groups
that the authorities fear may
embarrass the nation during the
(Games.

Al released a list of concerns
relating to China's human rights
record and a set of realistic,
practical, steps that now need to be
taken. The measures propesed would
bring government practice closer in
line with mternational human rights
standards and the ideals of the
Olympic Charter. These measures
can realistically be implemented in
the three years leading up to the
start of Games.

Al will be monitoring and
reporting on China’s progress in
these areas during these three years,

= T,

China: Human rlgllts —a along
way to go hefore the Olympics

i

Amnesty International is ’_

calling on the Chinese

authorities to:

® Abolish the death penalty;

® Reform urgently the judicial
system;

o Allow citizens full freedom of
expression and association;

® Release all prisoners ol conscience
and those imprisoned for
exercising their right to free
expression, whether on the
intermet or other media;

® Provide justice for the victims of
the 1989 Tiananmen crackdown;

e [ind forced evictions,

Al continues to have broader
human rights concerns in China but
will be monitoring China’s progress
closely in the particular arcas directly
connected with its hostng of the
Olympics.

AT will be urging the
International Olympic Committee
and the wider Olympic movement to
work together with our worldwide
membership and in solidarity with
human rights activists within China,
to press for concrete and positive
human rights reform in China
before August 2008, | |
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Hong Kong Human Rights Press Awards:
10 years of promoting nghts reporting

&8 A IhEIE

+EHAEﬂ§iﬂ

his year saw the 10th anniversary of the

Hong Kong Human Rights Press Awards.
The event was initiated by Robyn Kilpatrick,
former Chair of AIHK, in 1996, out of a concern
that self-censorship by the media was increasing
int the lead-up to Hong Kong’s return to Chinese
sovereignty,

Ms Kilpatrick persuaded the Foreign
Correspondents” Club (FCC) and the Hong
Kong Journalists Association (HKJA) to gt
involved, and from those early beginnings, the
awards have become established as an annual
event that celebrates the achievements of our
dynamic Hong Kong media and encourages
them to continue reporting on human rights
issues in China and the region,

Entries to the awards are judged by
independent panels composed of journalists,
professionals, academics and human rights
experts.

This year saw a record number of entries -
305. This marks an impressive 53 per cent jump
from last year, It is also the third straight year
that the total number of entries has increased,
highlighting the importance being placed on
reporting on human rights issues.

The three organisations involved in the event
were delighted with the strong rcspnnsc,uThc
protection of basic human rights is a community
affair, not the singular responsibility of activists,”
said ATHK Chair, Si-si Liu Pui-shan, Tt is
through freedom of speech and press that our
human rights can be further protected.,”

Ms Liu said the good response to the awards
showed that the human rights agenda was
spreading farther and wider in Hong Kong.

AMHR | 14 | www.amnesty.org.hk

Winners were announced at a luncheon
ceremaony held on June 18 at the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club. For a complete list of the
winners, go to http://www.amnesty.org hk/
materals/pressawards(5_winl.htm.

Guest speaker at the event, Steven Gan,
encouraged local journalists to continue to raise
awareness of human rights issues in Hong Kong.

Mr Gan is a former prisoner of conscicnce
and publisher of the award-winning Malaysiakini
(Malaysia Now), 2n independent online
newspaper that tests the government’s tight limits
on press freedom, and regularly carries human
rights stories,

“It doesn’t really matter whether you win an
award today,” he said. “What matters is that
the victims of human rights abuses are the
ultimate winners,”

Mr Gan said not enough people in Tong
Kong took an active interest in human rights
issues, and if they did, 1t was generally confined
to the sitwation in Greater China.

He thanked AI for naming him a prisoner of
conscience when he was detained in 1996 while
reporting at the Asia-Pacific Conference on East
Timor.

To read Mr Gan’s [ull speech, go to hup://
www.amnesty.org.hk/materials/
hrpa05_gan_spch hum.

AIHK would like to thank our two partners in
the Human Rights Press Awards, the FCC and
the HKJA, for staying involved in the awards for
the past decade. We would also like to express
our warmest gratitude to Anne Marden for her
generous support of the event,

|

One of the winners receives the prize from the
judges. ©® AIHK
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Death Penalty Groun
SEmIRRiEM

T he DP Group has been working with the
HK Joint Committee Against the Death
Penalty which includes a number of local
organisations also working on the issue.

Together we presented petitions to the
UNHCR, the China Liaison Office and the Hong
Kong Government expressing our concerns at
the recent executions of Hong Kong citizens in
Mainland China.

We also called for a clarification of the aims
of the UN Anti-Drugs Day. While this day was
originally conceived with a largely positive
message, it is being misrepresented by some coun-
iries that are using it as an excuse (0 execute
drug oflfenders,

The SAR government has responded to our
concerns, but we were given very unfriendly re-
ceptions by the UNHCR. and the China Liaison
Office, neither of which have acknowledged our
petitions so far.

We are also seeking ways to help a Hong Kong
resident who is currently on death row in
Shenzhen. He became involved with a criminal
gang there after they kidnapped him. He has
been given the death penalty for his part in other

kidnappings.

Malaysian publisher and former Amnesty Inter-
national prisoner of conscience Steven Gan ad-
dresses Amnesty members and supporters about
press freedom in Malaysia at the Asia-Pacific re-
gional office on June 18, after appearing as guest
speaker at the Hong Kong Human Rights Press
Awards.© AIHK
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The action on 14 July oulside the central govern-
ment offices. @ AIHK

7 B 14 BEBMFEBINTE

We were pleased to host and facilitate a visit
from Italian journalists making a TV documen-
tary on the death penalty. As well as giving them
interviews, we arranged meetings with local ex-
perts on the issue.

The DP group is looking forward to more
activities after the summer. In particular, we plan
to host an informal evening where Al members
can meet us and find out more about the issuecs
surrounding the death penalty, and ways in which
we can campaign more effectively against it.

We plan to show a movie on the topic and
exchange ideas and opinions. Any suggestions
from Al members on alternative ways to organise
the event will be welcome, Please feel free to get
in touch with Hugh at elhugh@cityu,edu.hk or
on 9836-4163. u
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AlIHK once again joined the July 1st march for ending discrimination, stopping violence against women

and protecting freedom of speech. @ AIHK
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21" Internatmnal cllllllcll Meeting (ICM)

he 27th ICM was held in

Morelos, Mexico from August
13 1o 20. More than 370 participants
including representatives from
Amnesty International (Al)
worldwide, volunteers, and stafl from
the International Secretariat
discussed and made decisions on

more than 30 resolutions. Below isa |

report from the delegates of Al
Hong Kong on the important
decisions adopted at this IGM.

What is the ICM?

The TCM is the supreme
governing body of Amnesty
Internatonal. It decides on Al
strategies, pohdeal, financial and
organisational issues. It also elects
the International Execubive
Committee (IEC), to act as the
decision-making body of the
movement between Councit
meetings, as well as other
comimittees,

Contentious issues at this
ICM

The use of military force and
sexual and reproductive rights were
among the contentious issues
debated. Representatives of Al from
around the world expressed
particular concerns from ther
sections and tried hard to come up
with a position that Al, as a cohesive
international human rights
movement, could embrace.

The use of military force
resolution has been renamed as
“The protection of human
rights through conflice
prevention, intervention and
condemnation of foree” to stress
the importance of conflict
prevention. The final resolution
recognises that the peaceful
resolution of conflicts is a
prerequisite for the realisation of
human rights, thar armed conflicts
inevitably result in human rights
abuses, and that research and action
can contribute 1o conflict preventon
and resoludon. It further decides
that;

* Al generally takes no position on
the desirability of military
interventions, but demands that
all participants respect
international human rghts and
humanitarian law.

* In exceptional circumstances, Al
may:

* oppose the use or threat of use

of military intervention which
15 likely to lead to an increase
in human rights abuses;

ABHR | 16 | www.amnesty.org.hk

* call for or endorse ceasefires;

¢ call for the use of armed force
to alleviate, prevent or end
imminent or ongoing
widespread and grave abuses
of international human rights
or humanitarian law (such as
genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes},
provided that the force is in
conformity with international
law and is limited to the
deployment or strengthening
of United Natons
peacekeeping or similar
operations,

Guidelines and procedures on

making such calls will be further

consulted with the movement.

The resolution on Sexual and
reproductive rights affirms that
a policy supporung the nghts of
access to informartion about sexnal
and reproductive health and access
to sexual and reproductve health
services will be developed with
consultation within the movement.
The resolution further states that a
consultation, education, and
awareness-raising process on the
1ssue of abortion should be
undertaken to enable Al to make
an informed decision on the
question of whether a woman's
night to physical and mental
integriry includes her rght to
terrninate her pregnancy, subject to
reasonable limitations, and of
whether abordon should therefore
be legal, safe and accessible to all
WOTIET].

By the end of 2006, Al should
be able to decide whether to adopt
a position on the decriminalisation

| of abortion, access to quality
| services for the management of
complications arising from abortion,

and legal, safe and accessible
abortion in cascs of rape, sexual
assault, incest, and risk to a
woman’s life,

Make Amnesty International

In 2003, Al adopted its strategic
plan “Globalising Justice” that
runs untl 2010, In reviewing the
first two-year implementation of the
plan, there were calls to utilise the
strength of Al to improve
information shanng, and encourage
regional and cross-regional
collaboration. Meanwhile,
developing strategies to grow
diversity and activism (o make the
organisation a truly international
human rights movement.

Al is also
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