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Amnesty International is ...

* The largest human rights organisation in the world, with around 1
million members and supporters in 140 countres and territones

A democratic, membership-based organisation that has been pro

moting hurman nghts, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of
Hurnan Rights and other intermatonal standards, for the past 40 years

A campaigning orgarisation which works to fight discrimination; free
prsoners of conscience; ensure fair and prompt trials for political
prisoners; abolish ¢ ath penalty, torture and other cruel (reat-
ment of prisoners; end political kilings and " disappearances™: and
oppose human rights abuses by opposition groups
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Amnesty International Hong Kong Section was founded in
1876, The Hurnan Rights Education Charitable Trust was established
with the Hong Kong Section and registered as a charity in Hong Kong
in 1993, Our actvides include:

Human Rights Education

Lobbying Governments

Campaigning

Fundraising
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HR stands for human rights, the protection of
which is the core ideal that Amnesty International
fights for. We have therefore decided to use it as
the name of this bi-monthly newsletter of the
Hong Kong Section. We hope the newsletter will
be an effective means to communicate with our
members and the public. You are most welcome
to send any comments to us on its content or the
work of Amnesty International at any time, Please

email admin-hk@amnesty.org or write to us at the
above address.
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The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. It violates
the right to life. It is irrevaocable and can be inflicted on the innocent. It has never been
shown to deter crime more effectively than other punishments.
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‘ Among the many controversies in Hong Kong recently, the
decision by the Education and Manpower Bureau (EMB) in

| awarding the contract to educate school teachers on human rights to

\. the Socicty for Truth and Light (the Society), a group which opposes
anti-disciimination legislaton on sexual orientation and apparently
dislike legislation promoting the equal rights of all members in Hong
Kong, has attracted protests from human rights groups ane activists,

Ammnesty International Hong Kong has written an open letter to

Professor Arthur Li, Secretary for Education and Manpower, calling
for an explanaton for the decision-making process and inquiring the
measures that EMB would take to ensure that the Society would
deliver to the classroom the rights enshrined in international
standards, covenants and norms. In EMB's reply, apart from
addressing the questions we raised, the writer, representing EMB,
said that she was “puzzled byAmmnesty’s concern over the awarding

of the contract to a service provider, which has in the past called for
the limiting of “excessive’ human rights in society” and further
reiterated that she hoped this would not mean that “human rights
should be absolute and not subject to any overriding consideration,
such as social order.”

I am puzzled, in return, by EMB’s reply and am worried if it
reflects the mentality of EMB and if it is the basis of EMB’ s
decision to award the human rights education contract to the
Society, Allow me to do a bit of lecturing here: Human Rights are
imherent to human beings. They are inherent entidements which
come Lo every person as a consequence of being human, Human
rights are universal, meaning that they are applied without
discrimination to all people regardless of race, sex, religion, ethnicity,
political or other opinion, national or social origin, or other status,
Human rights are inalienable, in that they cannot be taken away, i.e.
no one has the right to deprive another person of their rights.
Human rights are indivisible, interrelated and interdependent, for the
reason that it is insufficient to respect some human rights or not
others. To live in dignity, human beings are entitled to freedom,
security and decent standards of living. In practice, the viclation of
one right will often affect the respect of several other rights.  All
human rights should therefore be seen as having equal importance
and of being equally essential to respect for the dignity and worth of
every person. Even in time of public emergency which threatens the

L hife: of the nation - if this is what EMB referred to - there are
restrictions to the power of the state outined in the International
Covenant on the Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). Article 4
stipulates that state parties may derogate their obligations under

i ICCPR in time of officially proclaimed public emergency, provided
that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations
under international law and do not involve discrimination on the
ground of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin.
Governments must not, in the name of emergency, derogate their
abligations to protect its people their right to life, to be free from
torture, slavery, and arbitrary detention, and to enjoy freedom of
thought, conscience and religion.

If EMB staff will be present in every class to monitor and assess
how the course has been delivered, T hope the EMB will make their
assessment tool, indicators, and their comments transparent.

Si-si Liu

Eronl the Chair
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The death penalty is the ultimate cruel, inhuman and
degrading punishment.

It violates the right to life. It is irrevocable and can be
inflicted on the mmnocent. It has never been shown to
deter crime more effectively than other punishments.
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s an organization dedicated to the
protecion and promotion of human rights,
Ammnesty International works for an end to

executions and the aboliton of the death penalty

EVE t'}-‘\\-’l'l ETC,

The progress has been dramatic, When Al
convened an [nternational Conference on the
Death Penalty in Stockholm, Sweden, in 1977,
just 16 countries had abolished capital
punishment for all crimes. Today the figure

stands at 80,

Each year since 1997 the United Natons

Clommission on Human Righrs has passed a




resolution calling on countries that have not

abolished the death penally to establish 2

moratorium on execulions. The Laest resoludon,

adopted in April 2005, was co-sponsored by 81
UN member states, [ive more than in 2004 and

the highest number ever.

Al is currently conducting a Stop Child
Executions! campaign, aimed at ending the use
of the death penalty against child offenders by
the end of 2003. Al is also campaigning to
aholish the death penalty in West Afiica, where
only four out of 16 countries have carried out

executions in the past 10 years.
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Amnesty International {(Al) is a member of the
Waotld Coalition against the Death Penalty
(WCADDP) - a coalition of over 38 human rights
organizations, bar associations, trade unions and
local and regional authorities campaigning for the

universal abolition of the death penalty.

The WCADP organizes the World Day
rgainst the Death Penalty annually w mobilize

people around the warld to take action against

(1 againstihe
" RY%ENAE 2005

the death penalty, This year, on 10 October, the
day will be dedicated o abolition in Afiica,
re no longe:

A majority of Alrican countries

using capital punishment, but the abolition must

he extended to the whole continent.

Take action !

Support an immediate end to the death




penalty, by signing the WCADP appeal
addressed to African Heads of State and

Government,

The WCADP appeal calls for

* the abolidon of the death penalry in national
lawy

* the ratification of the Second Optonal
Protocol o the International Covenant on

Civil and Political Rights

the support of the African Union and the
United Nations Stop child executions!

Ending the death penalty for child offenders

The use of the death penalty against child
offendlers - people under 18 at the time of the
crime - is clearly prohibited under international
law, yet a handful of countries persst with child

executions.

Since January 1990 Amnesty Intermatonal has
documented 42 executions of child offenders in
eight countries— the Democratic Republic of
Congo, Iran, Nigeria, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, the
USA, China and Yemen. The USA carried out
19 executions - more than any other country,
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Child executions worldwide -
a dwindling practice

SLLEREE !

During the same period,
several countries raised to 18
the minimum age for
application of the death penalty,
e in accordance with international
law. Yemen and Zimbabwe raised the
minimum age to 18 in 1994, as did China
in 1997 and Pakistan in 2000. A similar
move is reportedly under way in Iran.

Abolitionist and Retentionist Countries

More than half the countries in the
world have now abolished the death
penalty in law or practice. The numbers
are as follows:

Abolitionist for all crimes: 85

Abolitionist for ordinary crimes only:
11

Abolitionist in practice: 24

Total abolitionist in law or practice:
120

Retentionist: 76
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Latest news

Mexico abolished the death penalty
for all crimes in April 2005
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the death penafty in Indonesia
ENRERISE

R

Amnesty International opposes the
death penalty unreservedly in all
cases, Every death sentence is an
affront to human dignity, every
execution a symptom of a culture of
violence, rather than a solution to it.
Today, 120 countries are abolitionist
in law or practice, and the global
trend is towards abolition: over 40
countries have abolished the death
penalty for all crimes since 1990.
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ndonesia has never abolished the death penalty,
I but death sentences have rarcly been imposed.
However there have been five executions since
August 2004, Indian national Ayodhya Prasad
Chaubey was executed on 5 August 2004, and
Thai nationals Namsong Sirilak and Saelow Prasert
were executed on 1 October 2004, All three had
heen sentenced to death for drug wafficking,
Indonesian natonals Astind and Turmudi bin
Kasturi were executed in March 2005 and in May
2005 respectively. Both were convicted of murder.
At least 62 people arc believed 10 be under
sentence of death in Indonesia. Amnesty
International believes there could be many more,
but complete mformation on death penalty cases is
very difficult to obtain. This increase in executions

is extremely worrying.

When the death penalty is imposed, the risk of
innocent people being executed is unavoidable. For
example, in the USA, 118 prisoners have been
released since 1973, after evidence emerged of their
innacence of the crimes for which they were
sentenced to death, International human rights
standards get out the minimum requirements lor a
fair trial to protect those facing a possible death
penalty, The United Nations Safeguards
Guaranteeing Protection of the Rights of Those
Facing the Death Penalty states that Capital
pusishment may only be carried out pursuant to a
final judgement rendered by a competent court
after legal process which gives all possible
safeguards to ensure a fair wial. The international
standards constituting a fair tral arc set out in the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights. These include the entitlement to adequate
legal assistance at all stages of the proceedings, and
the entitlement o the free assistance of an
interpreter if the defendant cannot understand or
speak the language used in conrt. Without these
standards in place the defendant cannot be

considered 1o have received a [air tral.

In Indonesia defendants may 1ot receive
adequate legal representation and may not be

made fully aware of their rights, including the right

to appeal their sentences. Many of those under
sentence of death in Indonesia are foreign
nationals, and in several of these cases there are
concerns that defendants did not have access to
translators for at least some stages of the

investigations and prosecution processes, These

concerns are exemplified in the case ol the two
Thai nationals who were executed in October
2004. Namsong Sirilak and Saelow Prasert did not
have access to legal representation before their trial
or to interpreters duning the police investigation.
The Indonesian judicial system is widely
acknowledged to be in urgent need of reform, and
Al has many concerns about its efficiency and
fairness, In Indonesia, the risk ol imposing the

death penalty on the innocent is extreme.

Police musconduct is also a major problem,
Sakak bin_Jamak, who Amnesty International fears
is at imminent risk of execution, was sentenced to
death for murder in 1995, He claims that he 1s

innocent of the murders, but confessed to them
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afier 10 days of torture at the hands of police
forces. Sakak bin Jamak did not have access to
legal representation during the police
investigation or prior to his trial. He was given
legal representation by the state only when the
trial started, denying him the right to legal advice
during questioning and to adequartely prepare a

defence.

In an investigation conducted in September
2000, Komnas HAM, the Indonesian National
Human Rights Commission, expressed concerns
that Sakak bin Jumak was not informed of his
right to appeal the sentence, and there is concern
that he may not have understood his right to do
so. Following his visit to Indonesia in July 2002,
the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence
of judges and lawyers expressed concern
regarding corruption within the judiciary. The
Indonesian Commission on Human Rights
(Komnas HAM) noted in 2001 that, "Aside from
being internationally recognized as a human
rights violation in itsellK the death penalty
administered by a corrupt judiciary is extremely

dangerous."

Since 1998 a process of reform of key
institutions including the police and the judiciary
has been initiated in Indonesia. This process has
involved the Indonesian authorities themselves
acknowledging the limitations and serious
problems inherent in these systems, including the
fact that both the police and the judiciary are
subject to widespread corruption. On this basis
there can be no confidence in convictions made
The risk of

the exccution of the innocent is severe, and

under the Indeonesian judicial system.

convictions such as that of Sakak bin Jamak must
be reviewed. u
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death penaloy in Indonesia. For more informanon
help, please comact Sarah on 9044
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Amnesty International has
been extremely concerned
abeout the safety of human
rights defenders in Aceh for
many years. Local activists,
working to protect the human
rights of others have long
been at risk of intimidation,
harassment, arbitrary arrest
and detention, torture and
extra-judicial execution. This
situation has not changed
since the tsunami, though
widespread destruction of
Aceh’s infrastructure means
that reports of intimidation

of human rights defenders
have been scarce. However,
Al believes that many remain
at risk of serious human
rights violations, especially
in areas where there is no
international presence.
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ne example of a sunami-related atack on

O

Farid Fagih, the chairman of Government

a human rights defender is the case of

Watch, a non-governmental comruption
watchdog, and a contractor for the United

Nations Food Program.

On 27 January 2003. Farid Fagih imi was
arrested by Indonesian air [oree officers and
accused of having stelen aid relief for sunami
victims, According to a spokesman for the
[ndonesian mihtary, Fand Fagih improperly
removed medical supplies. hundreds of cooking
stoves and other aid from the central depot of
Banda Aceh airport in January 2003, Large
gquantities of aid related goods were found in
three warchouses that he operated, Fagily denied
the charges of theft and reportedly wld lus
interragators that he had kept the goods at a
warehouse just outside Banda Aceh o prevent
them from being soaked in the vam.Farid Fagih
was severely beaten by soldiers hefore his arrest,
On 23 March 2003, Caprain Syuaib, one of the
soldiers, was sentenced o three months in jail by
the Banda Aceh Military Cowrt, He is currently
appealing the Cowrt’s decision, saving he was just
protecting properry belonging 1o the state.
Amnesty Internatonal remains wnaware of any
ather soldiers heing under investigadon due o
the beatings,

Farid Facih was arrested just a [ew days afier
claiming that the number of Intermally-Displaced
Persons (IDPs; in the camps had been
exaggerated in order 1o allow local officials to get
more tsunami aid. He has clawed thar he s
inmnocent of the charges against him. Government
Watch representatives assert that Fard Fagih had
not stolen the ald but only wanted 10 remove it
for salckeeping.

Farid Fagih has been sentenced to 1 vear and
5 months imprisonment.  He is curvemly free

pending appeal.
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Please write policely
worded lecters o the
President and the Muusier
for Justice and Himan
Riglus
* Lxpressing concern thar

Farid Fagih was beatien

by a member ol the

Indonesian security forees before his arvest,

and calling for the anthorities o guarantee his

safery:

Expressing concerns that Fanid Fagil may
have heen arrested, demined and med solely
on account of his peacetul campaigning
activites against conuption, and calling on the
authorites o carry out an independent
investigation into the circumstances of his

drTest;



Reminding the authorities of their abligation
to protect human rights defenders so they can
carry out their legitimate and peaceful work
without fear of being subjected to human
rights violations;

Calling on the authorites to take concrete
measures to puaraniee the sccurity of human
rights defenders as guaranteed in the UN
Declaration on Human Rights Defenders.

This would include issuing instructions to
mermbers of the security forces to ensure that
human rights defenders are not subjected to
human rights violations, including arbitrary
arrest and torture, and inviting the UN
Special Representative on Human Rights
Defenders to visit Indonesia, including NAD.
|

Addresses:

Prestdent

Mr Susilo BambangYudhoyono

Istana Merdeka

Jakarta 10110

Indonesia

Fax: + 62 21 345 2685/+ 62 21 52 68726/+ 62
21 380 5511

presiden{@n.go.id

Form of address: Dear President,

Minister for Justice and Human Rights

Mr Hamid Awaluddin

JI. HR. Rasuna Said Kav No. 4-5

Kuningan

Jakarta Selatan 12950
Indonesia

Fax: + 62 21 525 3095w}/
62 21 522 5036

Form of address: Mr-, /Dear Minister,

+ 62 21 310 41497+

by Sarah Carmichael

r /:\ A4EM—H Z++H > Farid Faqih #
ﬁ ~  FIJE 2w L fin T el 5 B A B
&2 T - ERE R EARS
Farid 1*'a:1i|11i<3 CEE R A AR - fesbiEd
TR R Y i o R R AT T B LB TR
H A RIS E > TERE N (A5
£ A A BRI - Faqih &84 B
TP el PR R R A e R R B R B B
W h T R E A AR A AR

Farid Faqih R L SRR ERRET -
AEM=ZA=FT=H » AP —{AEASyuaib L
Rk PR R R B R BE R T R =W A -
Faqih IE7E L& « REFEAL H R 7e (sl 47 it
e B IR R R ER O L REL
BTt A M A -

Farid Faqih & HEFEE HE B iR A U
Ao LI AR - (hEERE R AR
i = Faqih 85 A R0 - MBSO
ERAIL K ANAS h Farid Faqih H 2 AR ETLE
R - IR A R T -

Farid Faqih B2 #3 T —FF 0@ 5 M

TE SR L S (1 e PR o
AR (S AR ED 2 AT B v 3t B ARSI ¢
HFarid Faqihf 84 80— A e e A B

Feor B B TR A O m R A ) A BT A

* #f Farid Faqgih 7] HER 523 8 i HET T A A
-5 B T R - A R R Oy E
#1411 B8 (KR A W AT T O SR

o HERE BE O T O A IR R PTY FE
1 » S BMb A S EET A T LIE
Wy A RSB FAR

o BESRA BRE SN G AR IR — i o SR
R{LERE AEANARETE « ERREST
7 pl B E IR - (RAETE AR A
BEA 20 » BRI F B RET - Ml
AR A B B AR R RIS BB R
HEATHRE - W

ik

My Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
Istana Merdeka

Jakarta 10110

Indonesia

Fax: + 62 21 345 2685/+ 62 21
52 68726/+ 62 21 380 5511
presiden(@n.go.id

ER AR

Mr Hamid Awaluddin

JI. HR. Rasuna Said Kav No. 4-5
Kuningan

Jakarta Selatan 12950

Indonesta

Fax: + 62 21 525 3095(w)/ + 62
2] 310 4149/+ 62 2] 522 5036

www.amnesty.org.hk | 11 | AEHR




i
s
3 -

"o,

“If you don't fight the wrongdoing, it will
Just give rise to more." - Mikhailo Koval
from Chernihiv, victim of alleged ill-
treatment

‘ERBOHEBETFETRE - ERE
BRENEE " — Mikhailo
Koval, RERKSEF AEHFH
FEE

aw enforcement officers routinely
L extract confessions and testimonies
from detainees through force, often
resorting to torture. "A suspect, a
witness or a bystander - all can be at
risk of being tortured or otherwise ill-
treated by police," Heather McGill,
Amnesty International’s researcher on
Ukraine said.

"All forms of torture or other ill-
treatment are unequivocally prohibited
at all times and in all circumstances
under international human rights law.
However, in Ukraine allegations of
torture are rarely investigated and if
such investigations are carried out, most
often they are flawed. As a result few
police officers implicated in acts of
torture and ill-treatment are punished
and the victims rarely receive
reparation.”

Ukraine: Time for action: Torture and
ill-treatment in police detention,
Amnesty International's report highlights
some of the weaknesses in the criminal
justice system that give rise to torture
and ill-treatment, including poor
conditions in pre-trial detention centres
and the lack of safeguards for
detainees. One legacy of Soviet times is
the emphasis in police work on very high
targets for crime solving rather than on
crime prevention. The Ukrainian
authorities admit that police officers
abuse their power because they try to
achieve high crime disclosure by any
means. As a result, police officers have
resorted primarily on obtaining so-called
"confessions” in order to achieve these
targets, relying on the use of force to
obtain the "confessions". Police ill-
treatment is exacerbated by a high level

A HR| 12 | www.amnesty.org.hk

Mikhailo Koval family: Mikhailo Koval and
his family, Mikhailo Koval —R& 8

of corruption - police officers are known
to beat detainees in order to extract
money.

There is no comprehensive official
information to give a clear picture of the
extent of torture and ill-treatment in
police custody in Ukraine. However, a
study carried out by the Kharkiv Institute
for Social Research found that 62.4 per
cent of those interviewed who had been
in police detention were subjected fo ill-
treatment on arrest: 44.6 per cent had
their arms, legs or necks twisted; 32.8
per cent were punched or kicked; and 3.
8 per cent claimed to have been tortured
and ill-treated using special equipment.

The cases that have come to Amnesty
International’s attention in the period of
2001 to June 2005 contain allegations
that detainees have been suspended
from metal bars (a method known as
“lom” or “the crowbar"), forced to wear
gas masks so that they partially

suffocate (a very common form of torture
in all countries of the former Soviet

Union, known as "slonik” or “little
elephant”), beaten with fists or kicked, or
beaten with other items such as heavy
books, for example, the Code of Criminal
Procedure, or filled water bottles, that do
not leave marks on the body. In other
cases psychological pressure has
reportedly been used, such as threats of
rape, threats of convictions for other
crimes, or, as in one case - separating a
mother from her sick baby.

"Many victims do not lodge complaints
because they are scared or don't trust
the system. Those who are persistent and
brave enough to seek justice may find
themselves once more victims of
intimidation and reprisals. They rarely
receive compensation,” Heather McGill
said.

"Any government that wishes to fight
torture and ill-treatment must ensure that

—




all allegations of such human rights
violations are duly investigated
according to international standards of
promptness, thoroughness and
objectivity, that the guilty are punished
and the victims compensated."

President Viktor Yushchenko has
made clear his desire to bring Ukraine
closer to membership of the European
Union. Government officials have made
encouraging statements about changes
in the criminal justice system that will
bring it in line with international human
rights standards. However, allegations
of torture and ill-treatment in police
detention persist.

"If the government of Ukraine is
serious about reaching an associated
agreement with the European Union by
2007, it must start immediately on
reform in the criminal justice system,
root out torture and ensure justice for
the victims,” Heather McGill said. W
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Press Conference on the World Day
Against the Death Penalty

B RESER R R GE

The Denth Penalty group held a press

conference in collaboration with the Hong Kong
Joint Coalition Against the Death Penalty to
mark World Day Against the Death Penalty on

Oect 10.

The relatives of a Hong Kong resident on
death row in China were invited (o speak. Also
present were AIHK campaigner Ho Wu Tong
who spoke for the coalition en issues surrounding
Hong Kong residents facing the death penalty in
China and the inadequacy of the Hong Kong
government’s procedure to monitor and inform

on the cases. AIHK
Death Penalty Group
Coordinator Hugh
Whithy spoke on general
issues relating to the death
penalty in Asia and called
for more information and
lI'ﬂTISPﬂI’lf[ICY ET{,IH'[
governments still applying
it

We are now making plans {or an action on
Nov 30 aimed at turning the "hghts out" in

This action is based on a similar one in Rome,
Italy and we will hold a candlelit vigil as well as
displaying exhibidon materials.

All ATHK members are very welcome to get
involved by making suggestions or helping in the
planning of the event. If you would like to join us

3 RS
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recognition of all those who are being executed.
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please feel free to contact Ho Wu Tong on 2155
2369 / hwu@amnesty.org or Hugh Whitby on
9836-4163 / elhugh@cityu.edu.hk B EEESHDEHERNA - DAER MRS
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Amnesty International
Hong Kong Section
Human Rights
Education Chantable
Trust has been granted a
fundraising flag day on
Wed 30 Novernber
2005, ATHK would very
much appreciate it il you
could volunteer for even two hours that
morning from 7:00 am to 12:00 noon.

Duration: At least 2 hours from 7:00
am to 12:00 noon

Venue: Kowloon district (excluding
Tseung Kwan )

Criteria: Age above 14

Donation bag collection centres: HSBC
Kwun Tong, Mei Foo Sun Tsuen, Tai
Yau Street & Tsim Sha Tsui Branches

Inquiries: Tel: 2300 1250

Please act now! Fill out this online form
hup:/ /www.amnesty.org.hk/forms/
flagday_reg.htm to register as a volunteer
flag seller. Your support of our work can
make a real difference.
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Intemational Human
Rights Day Camival

2000

2005 EREAEE

Fa X

Since 1998, NGOs in Hong Kong had been organizing activities to

celebrate the International Human Rights Day (10th December). This year
Armesty International has joined hands with other local NGOs w ar‘qanizej

the International Human Rights Day Carnival. The fair will be from 2pm o

Spm on 3rd December at Lee Garden Road Pedestrian Area, Causeway Bay.

ATHK wi L i
K will also have a booth there to introduce our latest campaign. See you

there!
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An Open Letter to Education and
Manpower Bureatl

On 6 October 2003, ATHK addressed an
open letter to Education and Manpower
Burcau, expressing its sadness and surprise by
the awarding ol a government contract w
educate teachers on human rights and anti-
discrimination to the Society for Truth and
Light, a body which is openly homophabic
and which has in the past ofien called for the
limiting of "excessive” human rights in modern

socicty.

Proposals were rejected from more
expericnced human rights educators mncluding
University of Hong Kong law professor Benny
Tai Yiu-ting, and a group headed by Hong
Kong Instmte of Fducation and Human
Rights Monitor legal expert Leung Yan-wing.

ATHK believes that human rights education

HERENAR

is a fundamental part in the promotion and
protection of basic human rights and as such
the issuie should be treated with respect and
the utmost care. ATHK has grave concemns as
1o the content run by the Truth and Light
Society to fully explain and uphold the rights
enshrined in international standards and
nternational law given the group”
public opposition 10 proposed anti sexual
orientation discrimination legislation and its

s very

apparent dislike of legislation promoting equal

rights for all members of society.

AIHK urges the HKSAR Government 10
take human rights education serjously and
select an organization with a strong track
record in the provision of human rights
education and a known commitment o

human rights.
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Christmas Card®¥ i F

Christmas 1s coming. Amnesty Interna-

tional has a series of new products and mem-
bers enjoy special discount for all items. All
money goes to the charity purpose of Al's

human rights work.

W R BN SE  —R
FUATHE Gt CLBRE - A A HEIIE
B - B A O B P AL A A AR
A R o

Christmnas Card Dimensions
R R

19 ¢ x 8 em

Price {§{H :
A pack of 3 cards — @k

HK$50 / HKS$40 {member special &5 st o
(e 2 !
g |
’
Producer HFER : r T
Ji@ Paperlink, UK »
(] . L
e p
-.Muv ¢
| | |
MO35 MO36 \ MO37

2006 Calendar & h 4

Theme F# : Women i Amnistia Mlt]eres % ‘ —
Calendar Price fFHEMA :
HK$130 / HK$110 {member special 2006
wEEE

It's a product of Amnesty International Spain

EREEBE RS g 2 E S
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Amnesty International Hong Kong EIfSMEREED R

Order Form for Christmas cards & 2006 calendar EEiitF / SE/ERTEERIE

| _ ~ Price HE® el
ltem 3B B | Member special BE Qty  Sub-total PEf
. HK$ 28 EE HKS [ (HKS)
- BHEF Christmas card M020 50 N 40
 EEF Christmas card M032 50 40
B+ Christmas card I\ﬁi:’w_ | 50 . 40
By Christmas card M034 | s | a0 ! 1
B+ Christmas card MO35 _‘__ 50 40 l
EE# & Christmas card M036 50 40 |
BB+ Christmas card M0O37 ' 50 40 |
% J& 2006 Calendar 130 110
Delivery & handling charges BERFHRE - o
(If the delivery place is outside HK, please contact the office first.)
| would like to make a donation to support AIHK's human rights work,
 RARRXFEMRSHESETES R ZAMIE -
Total 3t :
Order up to HK$200 8 m#&EEFHE HKS200 Charges W8 HKS$10
Order up to HK$450 & R #&8ETHEIB HK$450 Charges i#® HK$20
Order up to HK$900 &AM ETHEiE HK$00 Charges {3 HKS30
Order up to HK$1300 HEfR#A{EFEIE HK$1300 Charges It # HK$50
Order up to HK$1800 & f4&EFHEiB HK$1800 Charges W# HK$60

Payment Method &A% :

O Cheque, payable to Amnesty International Hong Kong Section Ltd.
TEREEN EERREASEESSERAA

O Credit Card £+ : O D Visa O&= MasterCard

Please fill in your card number 15 B+ 415 . Expiry Date % :

Cardholder's Name £ At & (Please print IE48) :

Cardholder's Signature &+ A% E : Date BHf :

Purchaser's Name ¥ ADE S !

Al membership no. 2 E#R% / Donor Ref B AMYE (if applicable & A )

Delivery address Eift :

Contact No, BB EE ¢ Email & FE 4 :

Address: Unit D3, Best-0O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong
#rdk: HFANAEBEME 32-36 HEFRBHEKRME 3D

Tel ®|55: (852) 2300 1250 Fax {§H: (852) 2782 0583 Email BE: admin-hk@amnesty.org

Any personal data provided above will only be used for the purpose of organisation's communication and issuing receipts.
fREARRRARARETESFERRBUEEZA -

www.amnesty.orghk | 17 | ABHR



World in Brief ERN

Malaysia: torture
and detention

without trial in the

“war on terror”
HBRMEED : X
BEhRIEAR

Detention without
trial and abuse of
detainees by US
authorities in Irag
and in Guantanamo
Bay have been the
focus of
international
attention, but there
is little attention
paid to human rights
abuses in the “‘war
on terror” in our
regional neighbour,
Malaysia.
AR
I ERE - YV ES
7 7 i 32 A B A%
B B I 1 B
A > — 5
T A - H
REREA - ATTH
FA 5 AR Y 58 B AT AE
REBW P REIEAN#E
Y 35 ) 4 B 7 A 1
N

I n countries such as the UK and
the USA, new anti-terronsm
laws have been introduced since
September 11, 2001, and this new
legislation has been widely criticized
for its restricton of civil liberties
and its potential to allow human
rights abuses. However Malaysia
already had numerous restrictive
laws in place, notably the repressive
Internal Security Act (ISA), in
which an individual can be detained
without f:harge: or trial,

Thousands of people have been
detained under the I8A, including
opposition activists, academics,
students and trade unionists, The
Malaysian authorities have long
faced domestic and international
criticism of this law but since
September 11, intermational
criticism has been muted, as
previously critical governments
themselves passed laws accused of

undermining human rights,

Many ISA detainees are suspected
Islamist "terrorisis”. In June, The
Malaysian Parhamentary Human
Rights Cancus said that of 115 being
held at Kamunang Detention Centre,
68 were alleged Jemaah Islamiah
members, while nine were alleged
Kumpulan Militan Malaysia members
{an Islamic group). The caucus also
said 64 had been detained for more
than two years. None of them have
had a tnal and attempis to allow
Jjudicial scrutiny of the grounds for
their detention, through periodic
habeas corpus petitions, have been
mostly ineffecuve.
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The mental anguish of being
detained withour trial, for an
unspecified period is in itself a form
of torture, When a person is
derained under the ISA, there is an
initial 60-day "investigation” period
in which detainees are interrogated
by Special Branch police. After 60
days, an executive order for a two-
year detention period can be issued
and renewed indefinitely.

Amnesty International has long
been extremely concerned about
the treatment of detainees during
the initial 60-day investigation
period. Over four decades, Al has
received reports of detainees being
assaulted, forced to stnp, deprived
of sleep, food and water, told their
families would be harmed, and
subjected to prolonged, aggressive
interrogation.

Last year, 31 ISA detainees
lodged complaines with the
]\-Ial:iysinn Human Rigills
Commission of ill-treatment during
their initial 60-day detention. Abdul
Razak bin Abdul Hamid (arrested
in December 2002) said he had
been stripped, beaten and foreed to
drink water poured onto the floor.
Mohidin Shaari (also arrested in
Decernber 2002) and Azman
Hashim (arrested in February 2003)
also described how they were
stripped naked, kicked and verbally
abused. Sulaiman Suramin {arrested
in June 2003) claimed he was
stripped and sexually humiliated.

At a gathering in Kuala Lumpur
on August 1 2005, o mark the
ISA’s 45th anmiversary, SUARAM,
a Malaysian human rghs

organisation said the perpetrators of |

the Abu Ghrath prisoner abuse in
Iraq had at least been exposed and
taken to court, while no abusers in
the Malaysian Special Branch had
been brought to justice. Amnesty
International remains gravely
concerned that the Malaysian
authonties have repeatedly failed to
effectively investigate reports of the
torture or ill-treatment by police of
ISA detainees. The Malaysian
authorities should act now to end
impunity for those who cormmit
abuses.

SARAH CARMICHAEL
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Z008 Word STl a chance
for UN to put human rights first
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uring 14 to 16 Scptember, heads of state and
D government gathered in New York for the
2005 World Summmit, a high-level meeting at the
60th session of the UN General Assembly. The
Summit reviewed progress made towards
implementing the 2000 Millennium Declaraton and
addressed some of the most important issues before
the imternational community. These include reducing
poverty, strengthening collective sceurity, and
enhancing the protection of human rights,
Underpinmng the discussions was UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan’
the l:N, i|]|'|;][fi[|g the r!;t;():luni':u]:ll'ii'm? welcomed
by AL to replace the Commission on Humnan Rights

s bold proposals to restructure

with a Human Rights Gouncil.

The aim of the Summit is the adoption of a
document in which governments are cxpected o
reiterate their J}lctigt‘: to impli‘.lm:m the 2000
Millenmium Declaration and to commit to specific
actions to meet these goals,

The latest draft of the document, cxpected 1o be
adopted at the Summit, was published in August. Al
welcomed its commitment 1o establishing the
proposed Human Rights Council within a strietly
limited timescale, In the months leading up to the

Summuit, Al has continued to work toward the
overall strengtheming of the human rights aspects of
the document. It is lobbying government

representatives (o, among other things:

* establish a strong Human Rights Council as a
principal organ of the UN within a specified
timelrame

* immediately treble the resources of the Office of
the High Commissioner for Human Rights from
the UN regular budget and double the Office’s
overall resources within the next five YEQIS

* adopt the strongest possible text on human
rights, including reaffirming the centrality of
gender equalily to human rights

* agrec to develop an Arms Trade Treaty,
consistent with international human tghis and
Innmanitarian law obligations.

The Summit presented governments with a
unique opportunity. Al urges them to seize il to
- as Kofi Annan wrote in March-  “raise human
rights to the priority accorded to it in the
Charter of the United Nations . B
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| want to support human rights

RUSTHARE

Name #%

(Mr. %64 IMs 32+ IMrs. k)

Tel B&F :

Email B 784 :

Profession B :

Year of birth H4F47

{optional AT ELF4H)

Mailing address s hk .

O Yes! | want to support Amnesty
International’ s human rights work monthly
PEESFARUNERGHASN AR TE
Manthly donation & B %88 HKS:

(Please pay by credlt card. All donations
over HK$100 are tax deductible.
HELERFHE - BREY - AR EAf
EEiN®)

O 1 would like to become a member of Amnesty In-
ternational Hong Kong
RERMEMSHANELSERE

O Family member SE® B HK$350/yr

O General member Hi® 8 HK$250/yr

0O Student/Retired member
B BHNER HKS85/yr

O | would like to make a single donation HK$:
B — R EEK HKS:

Payment {8175 %

O Cheque payable to Amnesty Interna-
tional Hong Kong Section Ltd.
TE BEHTERSRESEESS
BRAF

O Credit Card 5+ :
O VISA O MasterCard
Cardholder's name

R ARS : (Please print IE4)

Card number

ERAFHRE

Expiry date
BHA :

Cardholder's signature

FEAES:

Date
BE:

Please post entire form to: D3, Best-0O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street ,Kowloon, Hong Kong

AAMFILRASE R - FENARIERET 32-36 SEFIRAE R KE 30

Any personal data provided in this form will only be used for the purpose of organisational communication and for issuing receipts

fRiBRBOE AT B IRARIFHE WA

AR SR
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sHaaoe: Stifling freedom

Martyn See
Threatened With Prosecution |

O R RR

AT

Singaporean film maker
Martyn See is under po-
lice investigation for
making a short documen-
tary film about an oppo-
sition politician in the
city state. He has been
threatened with prosecu-
tion under the Films Act,
after a making of a 26-
minute documentary on
Dr Chee Soon Juan, the
leader of the opposition
Singapore Democratic
Party (SDP), and could
face up to two years in
Jjail or a fine of up to
5$100,000 (approx.
US$59,000).

07 Ty A 258 3 i AL O e
— AP B R 2 IR S
1Y & 8¢ 1 iy <2 B & Oy M
& o N R 26 55 - EH
B G2 o B 8 Sl £
M2 1 o M B AT RE
W TEEY > wEH
Bl Mg B M AE sk Bk 100,
000 k% (759,000
b

We want
nmu-m with Ccntrnl Govt

 Eﬁ@§%

| I n March 2005 government
movie censors ordered the
withdrawal of his documentary,
entitled Singapore Rebel, from the
country’s annual international film
[estival on the grounds that that it
breached the Films Act.
Subscquently, as police conducted a
criminal investigation, Martyn See
was called for questioning and
compelled to surrender his video
camera, existing tapes of the
documentary and other related

matcrial,

The Films Act, just one of a
wide: range of restrictive laws that
curtail freedom of expression in
Singapore, prohibits "party political
films". The Act broadly defines such
{ilms as those containing "...either
partisan or biased references to or
comments on any polincal malter”.

The subject of the film, Dr Chee
Soon Juan, is prominent among the
limited number of Singaporeans
who remain vocal and active in
oppnsil_inn pr_:lil'i[:..l; d-[t.l:pil('. the
serious obstacles and personal
pressures that such a role can entail.

Chee Soon Juan has been
imprisoned for holding peaceful
public meetings, and bllowing civil
defamation suits lodged by leaders
of the ruling People’s Action Party
(PAP) now faces possible
bankruptcy. As a bankrupt he
would be barred from standing in
parliamentary clections,

Martyn See denies making the
film in support of any particular
political belief or party, commenting
that he sought to "find out Chee
Soon Juan’s motivation, as to why

he does what he does." Although

AMEHR | 20 | www.amnesty.org.hk

baned in Singapore, the film has
bieen sereened al human rights
festivals in the United States and
New Zealand.

PLEASE TAKE ACTION

1. Encourage the screening of
Martyn See’s film, Singapore
Rebel,

2. Write a courteous letter:

* Fapress concern about
harassment of Martyn Ser,
the threat of his prosecution
under the Films Act, and
restrictions on freedom of
expression, including artistic
freedom;

* Call for an end to the misuse
of restrictive laws, including
the Films Act, which can
serve o pumsh percerved
gﬁ\",‘.mrﬁﬂfﬂ[ (TIPP(JT[L‘I]L‘E H]]{j Ly
deter Singaporeans from
expressing dissenting polincal
opinions and parficipating in
public life;

State that [reedom of

expression is a fundamental
nght protected by
mternational human rights
instruments, including the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights. m

Appeal To

Dr LEE Boon Yang

Salutation: Dear Minister

Minaster for Information, Communications
and the Aris

1400 Hill Street, #02-02 MICA Building
Singapore 179369

Fax: +65 G837 9857

E-mail: lee_boon_yang@mica gov.sg
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Dr LEE Boon Yang

i © Dear Minister

bk o Minister for Information, Commu-
nications and the Ars

14} Hill Street, #02-02 MICA Building
Singapore 179369

fB 1L +65 6837 9837

BH - lee_boon yang@mica.gov.sg

If you want to know more about Martyn $ee, pleaase visit his personal
wehlog:hitp://singaporerehel.blogspot.com/

B EAE E ALK

: http:/isingaporerebel blogspot.com/




