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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS !
Share with us your views on our work or actions
you' ve taken for human rights. Please include your
name, phone number, address and email address.
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In February 2006, AIHK invited Ms Nahoko
Takato to share with us her experience In
defending human rights in Irag. Being held
hostage has not undermined her enthusi-
asm in humanitarian work. By providing
shelter to street children in Baghdad,
revealing the ill-treatment and torture on
the civilians in the "War on Terror” by the
security forces and armed groups in lraq,
what Takato wanis to show us is: “Cruel
Inhuman Degrades Us All". Her experience
in Irag is not only inspiring to all of us, but
also reflects the core value that Amnesty
International promotes: preventing and
ending grave abuses of the rights to physi-
cal and mental integrity.

Solidarity keeps hope alive. Amnesty
International, together with other overseas
non-governmental  organizations, are
calling for a global Arms Trade Treaty and
for local action to protect civilians from
armed violence. Lack of controls on the
small arms trade is fuelling conflict, poverty
and human rights abuses worldwide. Every
government is responsible. The Caontrol
Arms campaign Is asking governments to
toughen up controls on the small arms
trade. In Hong Kong, we have successfully
invited members of local community to
participate in

[ like to take this opportunity to
gratitude to our members, and
those Who support our work. If you have

ARy suggestions on our work, please let us

Know.
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-F_ight.ing_ injustice on the frontlines, many women.around
the world stand up for human rights.

.On 11 Februrary, AIHK invited NahokoTakato, a Japanese
human rights defender, to share with us what she witnessed
when she was working as'a volunteer in Irag.

Takato was helping lIragi street
children in Baghdad from 2003
to 2004. She was kidnapped by
an armed group when she was
on the way to Fullujah to deliver
medical aid to the haospital
there, and was held hostage for
9 days.

During the forum, Takato gave '
us an account on the torture and
ill-treatment to the civilians by
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the Iraqi authority, and the ongoing conflict between the
US-led Multinational Force (MNF) and Iragi security
forces.

Amnesty International has reported elsewhere on its
concerns over the past two years relating to abuses by the
MNF. In the recently published report “Irag in Cold Blood:
Abuses by Armed Groups”, Amnesty International
condemns unreservedly direct attacks on civilians as well
as indiscriminate attacks, hostage-taking, torture and ill-

treatment, whatever the cause of the perpetrators.
Amnesty International is also calling on other governments
in the region and elsewhere to prevent their territory being
used by anymore to provide military or other assistance lo
armed groups responsible for abuses against civilians.
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When we talk

about weaponry,
most of us
would first think
of "heavy"
weapons like
warplanes,
missiles or
tanks, and the
human casual- |[EEEESET=C= At s

ties these weap- w 3

ons caused. L

However, their L

“small counterparts”, for example pistols, rifles and subma-
chine guns are just as deadly as these heavy weapons can
be. More than 500,000 people worldwide are killed each
year by these "small arms", many of these killings are

committed by governments and militants in violation of
international human rights standard.

Tt T

The Secretary General of the United Nations, Kafi Annan,
once said in 2002, 'the excessive accumulation and illicit
trade of small arms is threatening international peace and
security, dashing hopes for social and economic develop-
ment, and jeopardising prospects for democracy and
human rights.' )

Arms and human rights

Armed conflict is an obvious example to illustrate how the
arms trade had proliferated a human right crisis.

In 1994, in the tense months preceding the civil war in
Rwanda, arms shipments were brought to the country,
principally from China, France, South Africa, and Egypt.
These weapons are widely considered to have encouraged
and facilitated the eventual genocide.

In Colombia, trade unionists have been threatened,
attacked, and assassinated, and have “disappeared”.
Between 1 January and 15 October 2002, 118 trade union-
ists were killed. It is believed that the capability of these
human rights abusers to commit these violent and abusive
acts can be greatly reduced if they were not given the
chance to obtain the weapons in the first place.

Abusive use of small arms no_i«gniy causes direct human
casualties but also results in human rights violation in an
implicit, less visible manper. In conflict areas, warring
parties may purposely block humanitarian assistance:
between 1997 to 2001, one hundred and eighty civilian aid
workers were killed in acts of violence, the greatest propor-
tion of whom died as a result of ambushes of vehicles.

The global “Control Arms”
campaign

Tc confront the dire situation, Amnesty International,

Glohal Campaigns

Oxfam and the International Action Network on Small
Arms (IANSA) joined hands in November 2003 to launch
a glabal "Control Arms" campaign. The campaign calls an
governments worldwide to sign the Arms Trade Treaty
(ATT) which would regulate the transfer of weapons and
stop the flow of weapons into the hands of those who may
use them to commit human rights abuses. The campaign
also calls on developing countries’ to spend less on
military purchases but more on pratecting their people's
economic, social and cultural rights.

Arms purchases and development

US $22 billion / HK %170 billion

The amount of money (on average) spent by African,
Asian and Latin American countries on military purchase
each year. The same amount can be used to provide
universal primary education (estimated at US $10 billion /
yr) and to reduce infani and maternal mortality rate
(estimated at US $12 billion / yr), which are targets set by
the Millennium Development Goals of the United Nations.

Your support --- Be one in a million

Amnesty International Hong Kong launched its involve-
ment in the "Million Faces Petition” on last year's Interna-
tional Human Rights Day Celebration. We have collected
many photos of Hong Kong citizens, and these will join the
hundreds of thousands of photos already collected around
the world. Our aim is to collect one million faces as a
powerful, global message of support for the Arms Trade
Treaty, which will be sent to the United Nations in June
2006.

Add a photograph of your face to the Million Faces Petition.

Join Amnesty International members around the world now
to control the arms trade!
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Christmas is always a time for celebration and family
union, but this was not the case for the fourteen anti-WTO
protesters — eleven Koreans, one Japanese, one
Mainland Chinese and one Taiwanese —who were forced
to spend their Christmas in a foreign land.

Of the 1000 protesters detained by the Hong Kong Police
for the disturbance on the night of 17 December 2005, the
fourteen were singled out and charged with unlawful
assembly under the Public Order Ordinance (POQ). The
charges were evenlually dropped for eleven of them,
however three Koreans slill face charges of unlawful or
unauthorized assembly under POO.

Despite accusations in regard to the prolonged detainment
of the protesters, the severest criticism rests on the invoca-
tion of POO. The prosecution has drawn the world's
attention to this discredited law.

The POO has drawn concerns from international human
rights monitoring groups. At issue is the infringement of the
right to peaceful assembly, which is recognized in article
27 of the Basic Law, article 21 of the International

- AR

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and article
17 of the Hong Kong Bill of Rights. On this the UN Human
Rights Committee has called for a review of POO to bring
its terms into compliance with article 21 of the ICCPR.

The conferment of wide discretionary powers to the
Commissioner of Police by POO to control or prohibit
public processions is particularly problematic, as the
relevant provisions are vaguely worded. Under the
current law, the Commissioner is empowered to impose
conditions or to prohibit the holding of public meetings
and processions when he “reasonably considers such
prohibition to be necessary in the interests of national
security, or public safety, public order {ordre public) or the
protection of the rights and freedoms of others."
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B Mark Mak

The use of POO against anti-WTQ protesters is both
unnecessary and unjustifiable. If the police are to arrest
any person who has committed a violent act or disrupted
public disarder, this could be done without replying on the
POO. Regrettably, the invocation of POOQ in the present
case has set a disconcerting precedent.

ICCPR, which is applicable to Hong Kong, provides
internationally recognised standards on the balance
between freedom of peaceful assembly and public order.
Local legislation, therefore, should comply with the
international standards.

AHE HR 11 wiww.amnesty.org.hk
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far drug trafficking and two for murder, Before these executions, there had gl
not been an execution in Indenesia since 2001, and before that there had » RPZIRERER - ARENRRRN - BE
begn no executions in the country for six yeafrs. Al ieas.l 62 people are nlow 'tzn = H!Bllibﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ o HT**
believed to be under sentence of death in Indonesia. The Indonesian

Constitution guarantees the right to life, yet Indonesia is increasing its use 2 ﬂIE?GZA!NIEﬂI = Iﬂ.’.ﬂ”!.l
of the death penalty. EEMEFNET  EREE  BDERFR

Some reasons lo oppose the growing number of executiens in i FAIER - REEWWWETR -
mdonesia:

The dealth penalty does ant stop crime

Indanesia has a serious problem with crime, and is particularly concerned
about drug-related crime. But there is no evidence that imposing the death
penalty is effective in combating illegal trade in drugs.

Why continue to use a cruel and
inhuman method of punishment if
itis not effective?

An innocent person may be executed

- Adequate legal assistance at all
stages of the proceedings.

= An interpreter if the defendant cannot
understand the language used in court

The Indonesian judicial system does
not have these safeguards: Sakak bin
Jamak, was sentenced to death for é
murder in 1995. He claims that he is .
innocent of the murders. but confessed to them being tortured by the
police. Sakak bin Jamak did not see a lawyer during the police investiga-
tion or before his trial.

Two Thai nationals, Namsong Sirilak and Saelow Prasert, were executed in
October 2004. They did not have access to lawyers before their trial or to
Thai interpreters during the police investigation,

Without these standards in place, the defendant has not received a fair
trial. In Indonesia, the risk of imposing the death penalty on the innocent is
very high.

The injustice of serving two sentences
Sahar bin Satar, has been awaiting execution for murder for 35 years. If he
is executed, he will have served two sentences.

AfE HR ]2 www.amnesiy.orghk
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sty International belie that the death penality is the ullimate cruel, inhuman

d degrading punishment. It violates the right to life. It is irrevocable and can be

licted on the innocent and has never been shown lo deter crime more effeclively
in other punishments.
e worldwide trend is to aboli: ath penalty. Over 40 countries have abolished
2 death penalty for 1890. By increasing executi , Indonesia is
<ing a step backwards, in the oppos lirection 1o the worldwide d.

3 action! Our rd campaign s upon the Indonesian government to impose
moratorium on e lions, as the first step towards abolition of the death penality.

zard enclosed in this issue of "HR" and send it to the Indonesian
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Forum on Due Diligence:
A Framework to

Stop Violence Against Women and
its Implications to Domestic Vio-
lence in Hong Kong

Co-organized by AIHK, HKU Centre of Comparative
and FPublic Law, Women Coalition on Equal Opportuni-
ties

Content:
1. State responsibilities in exercising due diligence
and the experience of Spain;

2. Discussion among various stakeholders (women,
juridical and legal professionals, government officials,
Legco members, etc.) to introduce the framework of
due diligence into Domestic Violence Ordinance.

Date March 18, 2006 (Saturday)
Time 9:30a.m. — 5:00p.m.
Venue Couricil Chamber, The University

of Hong Kong
Special Guest Ms. Maria Naredo,
Speaker: Amnesty International Spain
For details, please call 2300-1250 Miss Chow or Mr. Wu
(Sponsoared by Oxfam Hong Kong)
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At the beginning of January 2006 the Jerusa-
lem District Court issued an injunction lifting the
threat of imminent demolition from the home of
Zarifa and Mohammed Abbasi. The Palestinian
elderly couple can therefore continue to live in
their home while they try to obtain a building
permit for the house, as mandated by the court..

This is a very important and positive develop-
ment for the Abbasi family, who were at risk of
being made homeless, had the court allowed the
Jerusalem Municipality to carry out the demolition
order issued for their home. Such orders are all
too often impossible to reverse, and it is believed
that the international conecern expressed by the
Amnesty's Urgent Action Network and others for
the fate of the Abbasi family home may have
contributed to this positive outcome.
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Amnesty International is an independent organization, we do not accept any donations from governments or

political parties, but depend largely on the generosity of the general public to fund our human rights and life-

saving work. Therefore, your generous support is very important to our work.
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YES! | WANT TO SUPPORT AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
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You can support our work to protect human rights by making a donation to us, especially through monthly automatic payment as it can

definitely help save administrative costs, and your ongoing and continuous support can also enable us to plan our human rights

programmes mofe effectively.

. £ ##%%R PAYMENT METHOD

AARERLTHARME (MRES[ NEy//#)
| would like to make a donation by the following donation methed (please \/ the appropriate box)

[ |ECECGEELSN - # %% : AIHK Human Rights Education CT
Donation by cheque / money Order, please make it payable to : AIHK Human Rights Education CT

D AEBMAEMNR Donation through credit card

] m%xX#M® One-off donation

) Hk$350 [JHK$500 [JHK$1,000 [_JHKS (5758 - % i Please specify, any amount can help!)
] mAMX Monthly donation
] Hk$150 [JHKk$200 [JHKss00 [_JHKS (WA 2 Please specify, any amount can help!)

{EFAFRTEHEZE 2782 0583 Credit card donation can be made by faxing this slip to 2782 0583

BLfE A+ 34t Credit Card [_] VISA [] Master Card
8E S5 5% / Credit card account no.:
B AZEXH R / Cardholder's name:
BEM A4/ Expiry date:
=H+E&E8 A%S | Cardholder's signature:

& 3% A ¥ DONOR’S INFORMATION

¥ Name: {surname) (first name)
B4 #M% % ID Card Number : .

B\ Tel: (home) (office) (mobile}
#H Fax: FFF bt Mailing Address:

4 47 Year of Birth: [l male [_] #Female M3 Occupation:

...................................................................................................................................................

WEECRRAN S H&E - HepRfxfEnRiL -

If you are already a monthly donor, please pass this coupon to your friends and relatives.

;& W ¥l NOTIFICATION OF CHANGES

HLE Y FRIEE TPl :

Please complete the form below in English (BLOCK LETTER):

# % Full Name:

BE Tel __ __ (home) (office) (mobils)

#H Fax: el Mailing Address:

®H Emall: ___ ()= AFEEWEI®N | don't need to receive printed newsletter
FRAEARE B EHRE | Yaur personal data will be kept confidentiall

EEER100mE L RFNSL - Donation over HK$100 Is tax deductible.

PrEEARFSHURERAAE - SMTFR2WIAMNEN - HRaEa -
The above information will be used for receipting and communication purposes only. Please notify us in writing if you do not wish to receive fulure mailings from us.

FERRETE  HBAREME2-36M M RKE R AMNID
Piease post the entire form to: D3, Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong




