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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS !
Share with us your views on our work or actions
you' ve taken for human rights. Please include your
name, phone number, address and email address.

P4 A¥SEGH

mERSEdE

Words From Milabel Christobal
P10 EIFRAHEES)
e PARA B AR B Ak

Glohal Campaigns

Close Guantanamo Now

P14 EIERAREES)

o R

Al Deplores Execution of
Saddam Hussein

AHE HR 2 www.amnesty.org.hk

g [ I

2007 =A% March 2007

AT B S RASE S S B IHE - RERE - KL

Published by Amnesty International Hong Kon

P.6 Zsith AREES)

EREEETHARNS

Local Campaigns

Human Rights Stories

P12 7sith A3 SN

BEESHERANE

Local Campaigns

A Letter to Legco

P15 EPA#EE

HERREREFAHR

Domestic Workers exploited and ©
abused in Indonesia

=

#0 FEMD -

II rights reserved




BA2007H - HREHEFEEERASN
cSF  RHEREEMBANLSEEEN
CAE  HERSEEEELENKAEESE
HEREEE - ZREE  BWA00TEFA
RETEEFARAEHAN IRANRETED
e LT T KERMZDE SIETHESANSHEAR
iﬁﬁ@ HEE B TS B -
Ma W 12 g
zf?%wug : BlEREE  RMTLED - DERDSA
o E AN EAfEOESE - §E  HHEERERAHS
mﬁ;»ﬁwi : : FEAHEN - TRATERAEMLE « DR
i RSB AMNTARE o H—EH R

Jensiwid & e
:t;fﬁ“ B TR—ENNRL  TREEHEN-
iINEm.

3
o BR—HABET HuBs-AFEERN
ABR - EHN—F  AERBTEHAEAER
_EE BMSASES—EANER  EMEEME
ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ s W ABMELEMEM - BEREE
BANMEHNARLNE FREH—F8
BREEL -

2{]0? marks the fifth year since the first
detainees were transferred to the detention
camp at the US Naval Base in Guantanamo
' Bay, Cuba. On 30 January 2007, helicopter
gunships, ground forces and an Antanov
lirplane bombarded South Darfur. In the last
& years the area was in turmoil and even up
to now, the African Union has not been able to
effectively protect civilians from attacks by
armed groups, and attacks are continuing
with impunity.
3
Here in Hong Kong, a row broke out at the
ﬁginning of 2007 over a TV programme on
homosexual marriage, and the number of
domestic violence cases is still staggering. All
of these incidents indicate that there are still a
lot of people suffering, because of their race,
eir gender, and their sexual orientation. A
~new year, to them, does not mean a new

fﬂ#ﬁheginning, but the continuity of the suffering.

In our silence we are complicit. At the begin-
ning of 2007, let us be reminded that diversity
is part of the richness of Hong Kong and of
any society. We should respect the right of
everyone, including those with opposing
views, to freedom of expression. Let all of us
take the courage to voice out for the rights of

those being forgotten, and those being
suppressed.
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Feature

| am a lawyer by profession and a mother of two girls. | have
been in the field of human rights work since | was a law
siudent at the University of the Philippines, up to and until |
graduated and became a member of the Philippine Bar.

| was the director of the centre set up for victims of torture
during the martial law years in the Philippines. The centre
was later reorganized to become the Balay Rehabilitation
Center, which later expanded its work to helping victims of
internal displacement due to armed conflict.

After finishing law school, | worked full time with the Free
Legal Assistance Group as a paralegal, then as a human
rights lawyer. | developed my skills and devoted my first
years of law practice to human rights work, handling cases
of political prisoners and visiting military detention camps.
From working with political prisoners, soon | was deeply
involved in the issue of involuntary disappearances.

Soon | became interested in women's concerns, and | got
involved with a women’s coalition in the Philippines called
Gabriela, focusing on VAW (violence against women) cases.
I teamed up with several other advocates and set up the first
Women's Crisis Center which was dedicated to helping
victims of rape and domestic viclence by giving counseling
and legal assistance.

My work on women's issues inevitably led me to working
with children and migrants issues as well, Later, | also got
involved in the field of labour and migration, again handling
cases involving problems and concerns of migrant warkers.
Starting as a volunieer lawyer for the Kanlungan Centre
Foundation which is a centre for migrant workers focusing
an cases involving recruitment law violations, | later became
involved in prosecuting cases of trafficking. Still later, the
advocacy for migrants led me to be involved in the promo-
tion of social entreprensurship among migrants by building
sustainable and socially viable enterprises for them to be
invest in and by mobilizing savings, investments and
community assets, to alleviate poverty and enhance socio-
economic development. And, until the abortion of the death
penalty in the Philippines, | was also part of the Anti-Death
Penalty Task Force that brought cases and raised the issue
of the death penalty in the Philippine Supreme Court.

Through the years of working with different NGOs and
human rights groups, | got caught up with organizational
concerns and became part of the policy making bodies of
these groups. Later, | had the chance to work with other
government and private corporate offices as well, where |
gained a lot of experience and developed a lot of insights on
other organization concerns such as fundraising and
management, project monitoring and implementation. My
most recent and significant work involved being part of the
team that has been working to recover the ill-gotten wealth
amassed by the former president Marcos during martial law
and through out the period he ruled the Philippines, and
which were all hidden in the different banking institutions
and corporations in different countries.

| now take my years of work, experience and insights and
bring them with me as | now assume the responsibility of
Director of the Amnesty International Hong Kong Section. |
am happy to be continuing my work as a human rights
advocate and face the challenges of working in a different
country, with new friends and fellow human rights workers.
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2006 was the 58th Anniversary of the UDHR, On 10 Decem-
ber, AIHK, together with civil groups organized public educa-
tion activities at Causeway Bay to spread the message of
human rights to the community.

Workshops and writing competition were conducted to
axplore the issues of human rights and trade, globalization
and war on terror. For details please go to
http://alliance.org.hk/hrd2006
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Top 10 things that you can do today to CLOSE GUANTANAMO

It is now over five years since the first detainees were transferred to the detention camp at
the US Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Hundreds of people of more than 30 nationali-
ties are still there: without charge, and with little hope of obtaining a fair trial,

Guantanamo Bay is a symbol of injustice and abuse. It must be closed down.

Join activists worldwide TODAY in showing solidarity with the delainees and their families,
demanding the US government close Guantanamo! For details please go to: http://web.amnest
y.org/pages/stoptoriure-070111-features-eng
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WE B RS 2 A L Fawzi Al-Odah B8 ; Khalid Al-Odah
Khalid Al-Odah, father of Guantdnamo detainee Fawzi
Al-Odah

by Khalid Al-Odah, father of Guantdnamo detainee Fawzi Al-Odah

Consider this. Over the course of the past five years, America,
the most powerful country on earth, overthrew Saddam
Hussein, a ruthless dictator. And after Saddam's fall from power
in 2003, US forces captured him, and he was tried, convicted
and executed. In those same five years, Pope John Paul |l
Honald Reagan and Yasser Arafat have died. Kuwait's beloved
ruler, Sheik Jaber Alsabah has passed away and we have a new
ruler, a new crown prince, a new prime minister and a new
parliament.

S0 much has happened in the past five years, and yet for my
son Fawzi -- detained in Guantanamo Bay since January 11,
2002 -- time has stood still. Fawzi has spent his days in a 6.8ft x
8 ft cell, often in solitary confinement and denied all contact with
his family. Even death row inmates in U.S. prisons are treated
better than this. Fawzi's treatment has irreparably scarred him
and our family, And for what?

When my family learned of Fawzi's detention in early 2002, we
were optimistic that, within a matter of months, at most, he

would be tried, and his innocence would be established. After all,
Americans surely believe in justice, in speedy trials, in avoidance of
cruel and unusual punishment, that men are innocent until proven
guilty, and that no one is above the law. In fact, all of this is written in
the U.S, Constitution and established in the American legal system.

However, a quick, fair trial is not what happened. The U.S. govem-
ment did not give any hearing for years. Then, they provided hearings
which were a farce because hearing officers were not independent of
the jailor. Why is America doing this? Believing in the American way,
my family and | took our grievances to the U.S. courts. The Bush
administration used all its might to block us. Yet, our diminished hope
was renewed when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in Rasul v. Bush
that the U.S. court system had the power to determine whether foreign
nationals were rightfully imprisoned.

However, in 2006, the U.S. Congress continued to frusirate our
access to an independent tribunal by enacting the Military Commis-
sions Act. This act prevents my son from challenging his detention in
a habeas corpus petition — a basic right of all prisoners — and reverts
to the use of a tribunal for trials that is not independent, does not afford
our son a right to counsel of his choosing, does not exclude evidence
that results from torture, and does not give any time frame for release.
Thus, this unprecedented American indefinite detention without any
family contact continues — now about to achieve a five-year milestone.

As a father, | am devastated by the American system being used to
prevent my son from receiving a fair, speedy trial and from any contact
with his family. Our son is an honourable, charitable man who travelled
to the Pakistan/Afghanistan border region in 2001 to do aid work, to
help the poor, and to teach. After the attacks of September 11, 2001,
our son tried to flee the region and return home to our family in Kuwait.
En route, he was captured by Pakistani bounty hunters who immedi-
ately turned him over to U.S. forces. Our son is a victim of circum-
stances, not a threat to America: | am confident that if Fawzi were

AR ETT AL

0 family contact! Is this the American way?

to be charged and tried by an independent tribunal, he would be
acquitted and released.

It the Bush administration believes my son is dangerous, among
what U.S. officials have called the "worst of the worst", what does
the president of the most powerful nation on earth fear from
sending him to trial in this country's legal system? What does the
president fear from our son coming before an independent U.S.
court of law that is good enough to try murderers, rapists, bank
robbers, gangsters, and Oklahoma City bomber Timothy McVeigh?

My great faith in American values and the American judicial system
remains. But, five years of disappointment have left me with little
faith in the Bush administration’s willingness to uphold these
American values.

On this fifth anniversary of Guantanamo Bay, | hope and pray that
justice will come for the men in Guantanamo before we have the
chance to mark the sixth anniversary. | thank Amnesty International
and others who are helping me to fight on behalf of the men who
cannat fight for themselves. May God continue to bless America, and
may the young men imprisoned in Guantanamo be tried or set free.

AR HR 11 www.amnesty.org.hk
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Concerning the judgment of the Broadcasting Authority over an appeal
against the decision of the Commissioner for Television and Entertainment
Licensing on the complaints regarding the RTHK program “Hong Kaong
Connection” on the topic of homosexuality, AIHK is concerned that the
13 program was found partial and biased, and was judged to be unsuitable for
family viewing.

& 4w

AIHK found that the program was presented with the "personal views" of
the interviewees, and has complied with paragraph 4 of Chapter 8 of the
Generic Code of Practice on Television Program Standards:

“In achieving due impartiality, the term “due” is to be interpreted as mean-
4 ing adequate or appropriate to the nature of the subject and the type of
- program or program segment. Due impartiality does not mean that
“balance” is required in the sense of equal time or an equal number of lines
in the script being devoted to each view, nor does it require absolute
neutrality on every controversial issue..”

-
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The ‘effects=of ‘such a wverdict is limiting the major
sourcesrofrinformationon sexual orientation fo the
general public, which is part of the Hong Kong govern-
ment respense to the UN Committee en Econemic,
Social and Cultural.Rights.

AIHK is concerned that this decision will inhibit and
result in self-censorship amongst the media when
talking about the homosexual community in the future.
This would be in contradiction to the government's
objective of fulfilling’ its ‘obligation to Article 2 of the
ICESCR, especially on addressing discriminatory
attitudes toward homosexuals by public education and
administrative means, with a view ta fostering within
the community a culture of greater objectivity,
tolerance and mutual respect.

AIHK is concerned that a program with subject matter
on homosexuals and homosexual relationships would
be judged to be unsuitable for the viewing of children
when the HKSAR government has presented to the UN

“Committee onjRights of: the Child on educating the

public (including children) on the issue on sexual
orientation, and to present public education to the
public (including children) on issues on equal opportu-
nity on sexual orientation. The program in question
contained no nudity or violence that would be consid-
ered unsuitable. The mere mention of the subject
matter of homosexuality should not be considered
unsuitable. In fact, it could be considered as part of
public education that the government said is the "best
way forward” (Paragraph 90 of the HKSAR report to
the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child "On

Promotion of equal opportunities in respect of race:andiy|

sexual orientation”; 24. September 2004)

AIHK urges the Panel on Information Technology and
Broadcasting to consider the negative impacts of the
recent verdicts, and issue a clear statement to

safeguard the media's freedom to work on' subject

matters that may be considered: controversial, but
have a positive value on society by promoting
tolerance and respect, and reducing discrimination.
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The recent figure released by the Hong Kong Police on
domestic violence cases is staggering. The number of cases
in the first 3 quarters of 2006 has gone up by 37%, totaling
more than 3,400 cases.

It is believed that the figure is just the tip of an iceberg. The
government, however, is doing disappointingly little in
addressing the problems.

After longstanding pressure from different civil groups, the
Secretary for Health, Welfare and Food, Dr. York Chow, has
finally promised to submil the amended Domestic Violence
Ordinance (DVO) to the LegcogthisWine:, Howeyer, the

suggested amendments by the g srnment: are far ire:-m';

enough, neither to address,thi
meet international standards In partlcu!la{

vlctlms nor to

Homosexual cohabltants are xc'l' ' d'I'ram Iegal prctecuon
The suggested amendménts ‘only cover {ex-)married
couples and heterosexual (ex-)Jcohabitants. It Is, in its
essence, a discriminatory treatment which excludes homo-
sexual cohabitants from legal protection.

Application process for an injunction order is not enhanced

A His N E 7L B

No proposal has been made to deal with application for
injunction order for emergency cases nor to simplify the
application process, Many countries had adopted a mecha-
nism of issuing “temporary protection order” and "ex parte

- protection order” under emergency circumstances. The

victim is only required ta fill in:a standard form in order to be
granted a protection order by the court, It creates a much
more victim-friendly environment for abused women.

No Reparation measures are introduced No proposal has
been made ito ensure victims of domestic violence to get
appropriate reparation. Under international standards,
reparation is a key for victims' access to justice.

Amnesty International continues to monitor the development
of DVO reforms. We're planning a series of lobbying and
public ‘activities. Please join our Stop Violence Against
Women (SVAW) group to help us protect the rights of
women! (Tel:'2300-1250, email: svaw@amnesty.org.hk)

For more information on DVO, please visit:
http://www.amnesty.org. hk/svaw

| M5BT el

(B HRERIAES) —ECEHE-2W
| A%/ 120 (HEM/ #EEM) - FHRR
2300 1250% 8 «
The simplified Chinese version of "Make Rights a
Reality-Gender Awareness Workshop” is now available
on sale. Price: HK$98 / HK$120 (Member/Non-member})
For details please contact us on 2300 1250,

AHE HR 13 www.amnesty.org hk
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i - BNS LM% Ratna BEECHNER: [BELEEE HHELEENES  WEELERR - REMERNY - TEER
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BRE - Ratna started her life as a domestic worker when she was 13 years old.
“| cleaned the house, cooked, swept the floor, and took care of the
P AP A R R ED BB VA R R R &k - 1302003 children,” she says, “every day from fa'\F:e in the morning until midnight.” No
] FRIBMEEE(Manpower Act)  ERERBUSNRM—BRT breaks were allowed, She could only go outside once a week — to hang

. ANERRELE SEI#EFRB0 DE . UARESEERN
' EERMY -

HEBHFHEES . ARS-EREE - —S22EM 2T
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the washing out.

Like many women domestic workers, Ratna did not have her own room.
“[l slept] in the kitchen with no mattress, just on the floor. | felt cold...
scared,” she says. "My employer locked me in the room [every evening],
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Amnesty Intﬁmaﬂonal dsp\gfad the axenuﬁo;hi{ni Saddam
Hussein following the confirthation:®f:his sentence by the
Iraqi Appeals Court on 26 December EDDB,

amzation which totally opposes 1h9 use of the death

mposed after an unfair trial," said Maftolm
imnesty International's Middle East and
iffie. "It is evan more worrying that in this
peared a foregone conclusion, once the
‘pronounced, with the Appeals Court

@ veneer of legitimacy for what was,

saying it was for my protection. | couldn't go to the balhroom
during the night."

Many women domestic workers in Indonesia face human
rights abuses at work, Often forced to work from as young as
12, they suffer economic exploitation and poor working
conditions as well as gender-based discrimination. Many are
subjecled to physical, psychological and sexual violence.
Some are even killed.

Al is calling for domestic workers to be protected by legislation
saleguarding workers' rights in Indonesia, such as the 2003
Manpower Act which guarantees other workers a minimum
wage, a 40-hour working week, and standards providing for
regular breaks and holidays.

Domestic workers also face an acule risk of sexual abuse,
including rape. A 22-year-old domestic worker was forced by
her employer in Jakarta to have sex with his younger brother
between June and Oclober 2004. When she became
pregnant, she was expelled from the household. She was paid
her oulstanding wages and given Rp 40,000 [HKS 34] to cover
transport costs.

Such cases of abuse and exploitation go under-reported to the
police. Domestic workers are isolated, their work is unregu-
lated, and they often fear the police. They risk losing their
Jobs if they speak out.

in faci a fundamental?y flawed

Amnesw International said it had
hold Saddsrpll-fussain to account
rule but this should have been da

» been a major co

truth and accau

il be seen by many
dly, will do nothing to

a5 November 2006 affer
1ol 48 people.from al-

I ninéd'the independence and
Using the first presiding judge to resign

iate measures to ensure the protection of witnesses and
defence lawyers, three of whom were assassinated during the
course of the trial. Saddam Hussain was also deniad ances g Iegaf
counsel for the first year after his arrest, and
lawyers throughout the trial relating e proc
appear to have been adequately @
appeal process was obviously cORGUE
rectify any of the flawsiof the first tigl

To get involved with Amnesty International Hong Kong's campaign
on behalf of Indonesian domestic workers, please sign the enclosed
postcard and mail it to the Indonesian President. To get more
involved with the campaign, go to the South-East Asia group’s page
on  www.amnesty.
org.hk for
information about
our activities.
Alternatively,
e; 8. skl
se_asin@amnesty.
{n'ﬂ.llk or call the
AIHK office on
2300 1250.

Stop the abuse, end the discrimination -
‘damestic workers have rights

akhir diskriminasi -
peketja mmm

g,
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Amnesty International is an independent organization, we do not accept any donations from governments or
political parties, but depend largely on the generosity of the general public to fund our human rights and life-
saving work. Therefore, your generous support is very important to our work.

R A R B PR e

YES! | WANT TO SUPPORT AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

| BUSBREERENANIE B EESAADARREN BALBRRTBETENTEMNE EEENRENRURBMEIRTRRMNES
| R MM ABRTE -

| You can suppart our work to protect human rights by making a donation to us, especially through monthly automatic payment as it can
definitely help save administrative costs, and your ongoing and continuous support can also enable us to plan our human rights

programmes more effectively.
& #%HR PAYMENT METHOD

FABBALTANER (BREE[ i/ §)
| would like to make a donation by the following donation method (please \/ the appropriate box)

Ij 3 W k3 8 ETEE . AIHK Human Rights Education CT

Donation by cheque f money Order, please make it payable to : AIHK Human Rights Education CT

I:I AAEBEME Donation through credit card

[[] m%iA% One-off donation

] HK$3s50 [_JHKE500 [JHK$1,000 [_JHKS : (HEEER » 2L EM Please specify, any amount can helpl)
] A#® Monthly donation

[ HK3150 \:lHK$20EI [ IHK$500 [ ]HKS (i - 22849 Please specify, any amount can helpl)

EHRFIEMOEMEE 2782 0583 Credit card donation can be made by faxing this slip to 2782 0583

BB % T Credit Card [_] VISA [] Master Card
BE S 38E5 / Credit card account nao.:

BE AE IS/ Cardholder's name:
B B H / Expiry date:

EAFHE A% | Cardholder's signature:

s e L e LEE e Ty

e SN S A L) | e L
M# Name: (surname) (first name)
B 5 %% % ID Card Number :
BiE Tel: {home) (office) (mobile)
#H Fax: HEH LA Mailing Address:
HAEFE T Year of Birth: ] Bmale [_] #ZFemale W% Occupation:

...................................................................................................................................................

0 5 L R AR AP A9 4 1 JH kT > AR A A A L

If you are already a monthly dunur, plcase pass this cuupon to ynur friends and relatives.

ﬁuﬁk&ﬁﬁ%‘rﬂﬁﬁ
Please complete the form below in English (BLOCK LETTER):
P HE Full Name: i
BE  Tel (home) (office) {mobile)
I WH Fax: H# b Mailing Address:
B Email: D EATHEWRBEM | don't need to receive printed newsletter
PREE A RS E R ) Your personal data will be kept confidential!

AR EM 1005 2L £ o] B NE - Donation over HK$100 is tax deductible.

BEREREFSHEBRARME - BEMTTHQUEARNIN - HREm -
The above information will be used for receipting and communication purposes only. Please notify us in wri!ing if you do not wish to receive future mailings from us.

BREREBTR  HBAMENE2-360 HRRHEAMID
Please post the entire form to: D3, Best-O-Best Commercial Centre, 32-36 Ferry Street, Kowloon, Hong Kong




