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This year Amnesty International held its 28th International Council
Meeting (ICM) from August 10 to 17, 2007 in Mexico. Delegates from the
worldwide movement met to decide Amnesty's direction and policies. This
year saw an increase in youth participation as well as many dynamic
discussions among delegates from different areas of the world. The ICM is
hard work for everyone involved but the Hong Kong delegates returned with
a renewed sense of commitment to Amnesty’s mission.

Soon after our return, we witnessed Myanmar civilians, led by Buddhist
monks, peacefully protesting on the streets of Yangon and other cities,
followed by a brutal crackdown by the army. At the time of writing, it has
been nearly three weeks since the crackdown and arrests continue. We see
encouraging progress in some areas of our human rights work: the trend
towards worldwide abolition of the death penalty continues and a global
moratorium on this cruel and inhuman form of punishment is being
presented at the United Nations General Assembly. But the recent blatant
violation of the human rights of the people of Myanmar is a salutary
reminder of just how much work remains for Amnesty International and all
individuals and organizations striving to promote and protect human rights.

| encourage you to take part in Amnesty's actions to protest against the
brutal crackdown against the demonstrators in Myanmar. This issue of HR
includes a link to Amnesty's worldwide action, calling for the immediate
release of the protesters and all prisoners of conscience. Al Hong Kong is
also asking members to write to President Hu Jintao, calling on the Chinese
government to take action on Myanmar. A sample letter is included in the
magazine — please send it as soon as possible.

Kong-sau Tan
Chair, Amnesty International Hong Kong
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Al Hong Keng at a vigil in Statue Square.
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Al Swilzerland demonstrates in front of the Myanmar Mission in
Geneva.
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The Directar of Amnesty Intemational Hong Kong calls for action to prevent further human rights
violations in Myanmar outside China's Liaison Office in Hong Kong, September 29, 2007.
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a human rights tragedy unfolds

Following a steep rise in fuel prices in August, Myanmar saw an
escalation in mass peaceful protests nationwide starting from 21
September 2007. Led by Buddhist monks, clergy and ordinary
people took to the streets, protesting against the government,
calling for a reduction in commodity prices, release of political
prisoners and national reconciliation.

The numbers of demonstrators increased, with estimates of
10,000 to 100,000. Demonstrations on this scale have not been
seen since the nationwide protests in 1988, which were vialently
suppressed by the authorities with the killing of approximately
3,000 peaceful demonstrators.

On 25 September 2007, the authorities began a crackdown on
the protesters, introducing a 60-day 9pm-5am curfew and
issuing public warnings of legal action against protesters.
Arrests followed in the former capital Yangon, the second-
biggest city, Mandalay, and elsewhere.

Among those arrested in Yangon were monks, members of
parliament from the main opposition party, the National League
for Democracy (NLD), other NLD members and other public
figures. Amnesty International believes these and other detain-
ees are at grave risk of torture or other ill-treatment.

The full extent of the violent crackdown is not yet known. State
television reported the killing of at least nine people, eight
protesters and a Japanese journalist. This number is widely
believed to be an under-estimate. There were reportedly
hundreds of injuries.

A history of human rights abuses

Amnesty Interna-

tional has long- |
standing concerns §
at the widespread
and systematic
violations of human
rights in Myanmar.
Peaceful expres-
sion of political
dissent is criminal-
ized and there are

f”i‘a”‘“‘“' AITESIS g ot MR MBS WEE B 55 WS IR -
?"‘"t out wa”a_m and Al South Korea's Myanmar demonsiration in Seoul.
incommunicado

detention. Trials of political detainees have failed to meet
international standards and torture is common. Even before the
current crackdown, over 1,160 political prisoners were being
detained.

The Myanmar army has resorted to collective punishments
against ethnic minority groups, such as the Karen and the Chin,
who they suspect of sympathising with opposition armed groups.
The army has burnt houses and villages, destroyed crops, and
forcibly relocated civilians. Forced labour is widely used, as is
the use of child soldiers. These violations have been widespread

and systematic, constituting crimes against humanity.
Immediate action is needed

Amnesty International welcomes the United Nations Security
Council's statement calling for concrete action to improve the
situation from the Myanmar government. Amnesty urges the
Council not only to keep the human rights situation under close
and constant review but also to set a clear timetable and bench-
marks for progress.

Amnesty calls for the immediate release of the thousands of
people detained for participating in peaceful protests, as well as
Aung San Suu Kyi and other long-standing prisoners of
conscience. The United Nation's Special Rapporteur on Myan-
mar must be given prompt and unhindered access to the
country.

Amnesty International also calls on the Security Council to
immediately impose a comprehensive and mandatory arms
embargo on Myanmar. Amnesty urges the principal suppliers of
arms to Myanmar — China, India, Russia, Serbia, Ukraine and
ASEAN nations - to prohibit the supply of military and security
equipment to Myanmar.

M B){TE Take action

on the

urge t
rights in M
ald Tsang
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President Hu Jintao,

c/o Commissioner Lu Xinhua
42, Kennedy Road

Hong Kong

Fax: (852) 21066734
Email: fmeco_hk@mfa.gov.cn

Dear President Hu,

i am wriling to express my concern about the human rights siluation in Myanmar, following the violent crackdown on peaceful protesters by the
Myanmar authorities. | am particularly concerned for the safety of those who have been detained as there are persistent reports of torture and
ill-treatment of the detainees.

China's Key role in drafting the presidential statement issued by the UN Security Gouncil on October 11th, deploring the viclence in Myanmar
and calling for the early release of detainees was an important sign that the Chinese government shares the concerns of many individuals around
the world. The statement is a demonstration of the concern of the international community, and needs to be followed by sustained action.

The Security Counicil must keep the huiman rights situation in Myanmar under constarit review, and set a clear timetable and benchmarks for
progress with the Myanmar authorities. If there is to be any progress towards genuine dialogue and national reconciliation, Aung San Suu Kyi
and other prisoners of conscience, and those detained for participating in peaceful protests, need to be released immediately.

We have.witnessed weapons supplied from overseas to the Myanmar government being turned against peaceful demonstrators. As one of the
principal suppliers of arms, | urge the Chinese government to prohibit the supply of military and security equipment from China to Myanmar, and
to call for a comprehensive and mandatory arms embargo on Myanmar in the Security Council, in the interests of maintaining peace and stability
in Myanmar and the wider region.

As a permanent member of the Security Council, and a country with considerable influence over the authorities in Myanmar, China is uniguely
placed to take a leading role in securing a peaceful solution and national reconciliation in Myanmar. | urge the Chinese government to make use
of its key position within the region and in the Security Council to continue to put pressure on the Myanmar autharities to take concrete actions
ta improve the human rights situation in their country.

Yours sincarely,
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Movember 25 was officially designated as International Day for the
Elimination of Viclence Against Women by the United Nations General
Assembly in 1999. Stemming from a growing global movement to end a
tragic epidemic that devastates the lives of women and girls, it is hoped
that the making of the day will build momentum for action by governments
and the general public to stop violence against women.

Violence against women and girls is a symbol of the historically unequal
power relations between men and women that is continued through the
tolerance of violence as an acceptable form of behaviour. It is a grave
human rights violation because it violates many other rights, such as the
rights to life, health, and freedom from ill treatment. Through the use or
threat of violence, women and girls are kept in an inferior position and
discriminated against.

One consequence of discrimination against girls is their unequal access
to education. Violence against girls may further restrict their access to
education. Such viclence takes place in and around many educational
institutions all over the world. Every day, girls face being assaulted on
their way to school. Some are threatened with sexual assault by other
students. Others may be offered higher marks by teachers in exchange
for sexual favours. Some are caned in schools or beaten in the name of

discipline.

Violence against girls causes not only fear
and pain, but also lowers girls’ self-esteem. It
can lead to poor performance at school,
sexually transmitted infections, unwanted
pregnancies and depression. It damages
both the mental and physical health of
victims and survivors. When violence
disrupts or ends a girl's education, the
implications for her future employment
opportunities and financial independence are
serious. Lack of education increases the
likelihnood that girls will enter into early
marriage, which carries risks to their health
and even premature death resulting from
giving birth before reaching maturity. Lack of
education also makes girls vulnerable to trafficking.

Education is both a human right in itself and a pathway to the enjoyment
of other rights. It is a key to empower girls and break the cycles of poverty,
to propel social and economic development, and to stop the spread of
HIV/AIDS. States must ensure access to an education free from violence
for girls.

Amnesty International's campaign for safe schools for girls will start on
November 25, 2007. Al Hong Kong will organize activities to show our
concern at violence against girls in education and to support the victims
and survivors who have been denied educational opportunities and
suffered gender-based violence. If you are interested in participating in
the campaign, please contact Si-si Liu at sliu@amnesty.org.
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Aworld without the death penaity is possible!

BMpREeRETNNREH
SHERTHREEM  ERRE
REREGRER - RREE - FA
BEAENARNEAR - 2REAA
mBEERIE M AV  2006FE W T
25EEAFPAMTIEM - mPE -
- FHR - BREE - %3N
RBERIMTENOB (2
#91% ©

20065115 - TREREATHEITEEE S A5 RS
EH—F BREMNWARR FAHl AR

B AREE10EERERT
EH mERETHEFAEREN
RERHEBRAPHLE BETRBEN  FRER
20066 A MR T M | M E1098F LIRS EHTIR
FEM ¢ A IEFEE N ERR T A AR -

NEMSERTFEMAS - BPRNRERE RS
BRIEMAIES - BABRARCEARERHEAN ZEA -
YRTRBEETEAATHEFNOREERE - EAELREN
BUARREMANSE —ERRESA (RADEEMNER
FIREMERD -

20069 A198  S5AEREBHEMT EHc1EH
SEAEFRRRNEN: [ERHGEORAEREENNER
EE2ERT  ERREWERT] -

Fe2EWSBEARM2007F9518AFM - MERS
RELUTREHNNRERRSF12AMGRSR - BEREA
BZRBRETRM—EEWEHYERERESEROER
FE I RO -

BARTETHRELERNTREN  BHEROER
HERABSENZMAER  ERSESETERMNLE
MEREE - XM E 2R BRI Al

BMERERERFANCEASENANEA X
ERSEARERERPETHNERCEEME - B
HEZRARESE T HRE :

BELHHRT - HAEREAERSZBBRIEN
ERMRRERHNEFRL - BEFRTRAMNR
W FRMEBBRENNE % |
ERIRRERANEREEEREE  YREPL
BEEZRMNA - SEZRENHEF A
ERPAEHBRET - ABAEASL  BENE
AT RRVER -

i EMAEERARNESE(IHSRTE | AIC.3/62/L.29)
BEES SEERREOERR -S2ERHREIIEER-

MABEHR 8 www.amnesty.org.hk

Demonstraiors gather in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan for the "Cities
for life - Clties Against the Death Penalty” event in Nov 2006.

Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in
all cases and without exception believing it to be a
violation of the right to life and the ultimate cruel,
inhuman and degrading punishment. The worldwide
trend is towards abolition with only 25 countries
carrying out executions in 2006. Six countries were
responsible for 91 percent of these executions:
China, Iran, Irag, Pakistan, Sudan and the USA.

The case for abolition becomes more compelling with
each passing year. The death penalty has been
abolished by 130 countries in law or practice. Even in
Asia, which often seems to buck the abolitionist
trend, there is still hope. In June 2006 the Philippines
abolished the death penalty, and in South Korea,
there have been no executions since 1998 and a
Death Penalty Abolition Bill is under consideration.

This trend Is further supported by the growing numbers of states adopting and
ratifying international and regional treaties providing for the abolition of the death
penalty. The United Nations General Assembly has adopted standards to limit the
application of the death penalty and endorsed safeguards to protect the rights of
those facing capital punishment. These include the Second Optional Protocol to the
International Covenant on Civil and Palitical Rights and the Safeguards Guaranteeing
Protection of the Rights of Those Facing the Death Penalty.

On 19 September 2006, 95 states signed or joined a statement presented at the
UNGA B61st session “calling upen states that still maintain the death penalty to
abolish it completely and, in the meantime, to establish a moratorium on execu-
tions."

A resolution calling for a global moratorium on executions will be introduced at
the UN General Assembly 62nd session, which began on 18 September 2007,
and is due to be debated in December. A resolution by the General Assembly,
the UN's principal organ of universal membership, would constitute a powerful
and timely reassertion of member states’ commitment to work towards abolition
of the death penalty.

The adoption of a resolution will not in itself prevent a state from imposing death
santences or carrying out executions. But the authority of such a resolution,
coming from the body representing all UN member states, will make it much
more difficult for states to carry on executing people. It will pave the way for
worldwide abolition.

Amnesty International urges all UN member states to co-sponsor and vote in
favour of the proposed UNGA resolution calling for a global moratorium on
execulions. Al believes that such a resolution must include the following
elements

Affirming the right to life and stating that abolition of the death penalty is
essential for the protection of human rights;

Calling on retentionist states to establish a moratorium on executions as a
first step towards abolition of the death penalty;

Calling on retentionist states to respect international standards that guaran-
tee the protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty; and
Requesting the UN Secretary-General to report on the implementation of
the moratorium to the next session of the UNGA.

Note: The draft resolution on a moratorium on the use of the death penalty
{document A/C.3/62/L.29) was approved by a recorded vote of 89 in favour to 52
against, with 33 abstentions.



THE WORLD DECIDES

130 countries have abolished the death penalty in law or practice.
Now the United Nations General Assembly will vote on it.

It is now time for a worldwide end to capital punishment. Join us in
campaigning for global abolition.

www.amnesty.org/deathpenalty

AMNESTY
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Human rights are for everyone:
LGBT" activists march for their rights

~ | Higa Pride ma 5, Riga d, June
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In May, around 500 supporters joined Amnesty International
and other groups on a march to celebrate International Day
Against Homophobia, the day in 1990 when the World
Health Organization removed homosexuality from their list
of mental disorders. The theme of the march was “Legisla-
tion is the Best Education”. Sexual minorities in Hong Kong
suffer from inequalities, as Hong Kong has no law against
discrimination on grounds of sexual orientation. But in Hong
Kong, LGBT activists can at least march without fear.

In other countries, similar activities and marches were
carried out.

“l attended a peaceful picket ... and could not believe the
violence and aggression with which Pride activists were met
on Sunday outside the Mayoi's office.” Amnesty
International's Russia researcher describing the verbal and
physical attacks on LGBT activists in Moscow, May 2007.

The organizers of Moscow Pride were marching to mark the
14th anniversary of the decriminalization of homosexuality
in Russia. Local activists were joined by overseas support-
ers, pop stars and several Members of the European Parlia-
ment (MEPs). The march had previously been banned by
the Mayor of Moscow, who called it, "a work of Satan”.

The marchers tried to deliver a petition to the Mayor,
demanding the right to hold a public march. During their
peaceful protest they were verbally abused and punched by
counter-demonstrators, with little police protection,

Pride marchers in Latvia were luckier. At Riga Pride in June,
more than 400 people, including Amnesty members from
more than 8 European countries, demonstrated their
support for the rights of Latvia's LGBT community. Thanks
in part to lobbying efforts by Amnesty, participants could
march in safety knowing the police were there to protect
them from attack. But for the previous two years the march
had been banned as a security risk.

EEsaEES - BEER - BERBEEERIE" ‘LGBT = "Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender"
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On World Refugee Day, June 20
2007, Amnesty members and
supporters marched to the Legisla-
tive Council Building to express our
concern about the plight of refugees
worldwide. We read out a
statement, in which Amnesty called
upon all governments to uphold
their international obligations to
respect and protect the rights of
refugees and asylum-seekers. We
expressed particular concern about
the detention of asylum seekers in
Hong Kong at Castle Peak Immigra-
tion Centre, where 180 asylum
seekers remain in indefinite deten-
tion. Amnesty believes that the
rights of refugees and asylum
seekers in Hong Kong cannot be
adequately protected without
exlending the application of the
Refugee Convention to the
SAR.

In July, group members also
took part in a Refugee Simula-
tion organized by local organi-
zation Crossroads, as part of
their Life X-perience project.
The aim of the simulation was
to raise awareness by allowing
participants to experience how
it is to live as a refugee. On
September 6, 2007, the
Refugee Group invited promi-
nent local artist, Evelyna Liang
Kan to speak about her experi-
ences creating art work with
Vietnamese asylum seekers.
During the 1970's and 1380's,
many Vietnamese fled to Hong
Kong and in 1991 there were more than 64,300 Vietnamese
asylum-seekers in detention camps. The last camp closed in
May 2000.

The AIHK Refugee Group would like to thank David Begbie of
Crossroads for organizing a wonderful simulation event and for
providing an extraordinarily good “slum lunch”. The Group also
wishes to thank Ms Liang for sharing her personal thoughts and
feelings with us, as well as the haunting and beautiful art work of
the Vietnamese asylum seekers.

If you would like to join the AIHK Refugee Group or know more
about group events please contact us at:
http://groups.google.com/group/refugeeaihk.

To read the full text of AIHK's World Refugee Day statement, go
to:
hitp:/'www.amnesty.org.hk/html/modules/news/article.php?story
id=64
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mEEMmM(ICM)
Council Meeting (ICM) 2007

Amnesty International holds the ICM every two years to review, plan and decide our AR .
human rights work. In August 2007, Amnesty members from all over the world, sharing FOR ALL
a common vision of human rights for all, met at Cocoyoc, Mexico.

Delegates al the meeting agreed that inequality, impunity and poverty are urgent
human rights challenges in the world today. Amnesty International's leaders commit-
ted themselves anew to our major campaigning focus - the prevention of violence
against women. We also afiirmed our intention to work for universal respect for sexual
and reproductive rights.

The ICM also marked the one-year countdown to the Beijing Olympics, 2008, We
agreed to intensify our campaign around the Olympics over the next year, to hold the
Chinese government and the International Olympic Committee (I0C) accountable to
their pledge that holding the Games in Beijing will help to develop human rights in
China.

To stay true to our mission to stand up for the marginalized, Al has acknowledged that
promoting the dignity of people who by reason of poverty and prejudice have least
access to human rights is Al's most pressing task.

If we want to be effective in addressing these human rights challenges, Amnesty
needs to grow both in membership, money and diversity, and act to address human
rights problems as "One Amnesty.” Amnesty needs to increase its presence, effective-
ness and impact more in the Global South and East, where the most pressing of
human rights abuses occur, if it is to be true to its mission, and remain relevant in
today’s changing world.

If you would like more detail about the
decisions made in the ICM, please call
AIHK on 2300 1250 or email admin-
hk@amnesty.org.hk.

Read Amnesty's Open Letter to Wu Bang-
guo, Chairman of the Standing Committee
of the National People's Congress,
protesting against recent attempts by the
Beijing police to extend the use of Re-
education Through Labour (RTL) and
other forms of punilive administrative
detention, in the lead-up to the Olympics:

hilp:/fweb.amnesty.orgflibrary/Index/ENG
ASA170202007
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sexual and Reproductive Rights

Amnesty International’s “Stop Violence Against Women
Campaign®, launched in 2004, has exposed terrible
widespread injustices against women. These include the
use of sexual violence as a weapon against women in
armed conflict, which can result in unwanted pregnancy.
Al's recently adopted policy on sexual and reproductive
rights supports the right of women to safe and accessible
abortion, and treatment for complications arising from
abortion, in situations where they are victims of sexual

Frovide access to quality services for
management of complications arising
from abortion;

Provide comprehensive sexual and
reproductive health services for women
and men, consistent with the right to seek
and receive information and ideas of all
kinds, recognizing the fact that such

violence. information and services will help prevent
unwanted pregnancies and abortions.
Amnesty recognizes that states have the right to impose

reasonable gestational limitations on access to abortion

services: in other words, governments may place time Amnesty opposes imprisonment or other

limits on women's access to abortion within certain months
b of pregnancy. Within this context, Amnesty calls upon

criminal penalties for abartion, which may
result in women being sent to prison for
seeking or having abortions. As a human
rights organization, Amnesty cannot remain
silent in the face of the suffering of women
and its work on sexual and reproductive
rights is thus a principled and pragmatic
response fo violence against women.

governments to:

* Provide access to legal, safe and accessible abortion in
the case of an unwanted pregnancy as a result of rape,
sexual assault or incest, or if the pregnancy poses a
risk to the life or grave risk to the health of the woman;

BB o 4 RO 2
EEFHNFAE

BTFWH-EBESIERARD ]

AR - (ATRETENEG  HPRLNESBEHRNFR)
Hape suraivars awailing surgery in lhe Democratic Republic of Congo (DRCY. The hospital reals up lo 200 rape survivors a maonth, many
of whom require reconstructive surgery. Only lwo hospilals in eastern DAC are able 1o provide this trealment. {The women's faces hava
been darkened lo disguise thesr idenlity.)
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DonationForm M, EiEe€2:

B EE Amnesty International

EREHASE—ERIAINME BMNFTEESICEABRAABAMBENEAR TREAMKIHTRAROER » UX
BEPEHARRERN T -HENMMXSHRAN TARAERFER -

Amnesty International is an independent organization, we do not accept any donations from governments or
political parties, but depend largely on the generosity of the general public to fund our human rights and life-
saving work. Therefore, your generous support is very important to our work.

540 75 1 B 0 PR e L R

YES! | WANT TO SUPPORT AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

CUERABEEBERANTE RYUSFESFADSERER - ERAREN TP EASNTRAS  FEENRLNRBEBAXRARRMAES
HEBHEHEMOAMELE-

You can support our work to protect human rights by making a donation to us, especially through monthly automatic payment as it can
definitely help save administrative costs, and your ongoing and continuous support can also enable us to plan our human rights

programmes more effectively.

AABSALUTHFARE MRES[ i/ ®)
| would like to make a donation by the following donation method (please \/ the appropriate box)
[ |EZEEGESA - # % # : AIHK Human Rights Education CT
Donation by cheque / money Order, please make it payable to : AIHK Human Rights Education CT

I:‘ BBEEEFEME Donation through credit card

] MX#® One-off donation.

[] HK$350 [_JHK$500 [JHK$1,000 [_JHKS (H5iEM - £ 2 & Please spacify, any amount can help!)
] MAMK Monthly donation _
[J Hks150 [JHKs200 [1HK$soo [_]HKS (W% + 2 DMM Please specify, any amount can helpl)

EBEERETSEZ 2782 0583 Credit card donation can be made by faxing this slip to 2782 0583

BER £ X Credit Card [_] VISA [_] Master Card
i 5 81% / Credit card account no.:
B AEI#E / Cardholder's name:
EX B H / Expiry date:
£ R E#%8 A %S | Cardholder's signature:

£ Name: (surname) {first name)

B8R ID Card Number :

B Tel: {home) (office) (mobile)
K Fax: & it Mailing Address:

418 Year of Birth: (] BMale [_] ZFemale %% Occupation:

WEBCRAMMNE AT e RRERENRL -

If you are already a monthly donor, please pass this coupon to your friends and relatives.

AN FREET IR

Please complete the form below in English (BLOCK LETTER):

#4E Full Name:

B|FE Tel: __ (home) (office) {mobile)

H Fax: &b it Mailing Address:

BH Email: [l *AH‘%EH&@}&’H I don't need lo receive printed newsletter
HEEARSBEHRE! Your personal data will be kept confidentiall

ltlil'lmxhl.l:ﬂ'lﬂliﬂﬂ il Dml&on over HK$100 is mm&.

utﬂnmwunm %!T’Fﬂtmml- nm
The above information will be used for recelpting and communication purposes oliy' Hunmﬁnrmmﬂmﬁwmdommwmmﬂmmmmmu

BHEREBTR - SR ANEMT2-360 T FIRERAM3D
~ Pleasé post the entire form to: D3, aut-o-a-uwcm az-ssFm&unLKmlm.HuuKmu




