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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS !
Share with us your views on our work or actions
you've taken for human rights. Please include your
name, phone number, address and email address.

P4 HER
ETY T ERT
Good News

Australia apologises for abuses
of indigenous

P.6-1 EENBIR

593 300 1 7R

Activity Updates

Olympic Legacy

P10-11 EPRAREER

TR REMEHRD

Glohal campaigns

Violence in the name of Religion

P13 ERA#EER

A AT S

Global campaigns

Protests in Tibet

ATE HR 2 wwwamnesty.org.hk

2008t A% July 2008

RIGHTS
RESFECTEB

—
™
=
——
.

I

[

{/

FH RSB EE)
Published by Amnesty

PS5 Zith AHEEE

EBEERRE Foy AR
Good News

Human rights conditions under the j‘-:
Olympics haze

P12 EIPXANEERD
@

— ARBRETE

Myanmar-—
The repression continues

P13-15 Zith A HiEED

HRENAHERNERE

Local Campaigns
Effectiveness Of Hong Kong's
Race Discrimination Bill




Fromthe Chair ™, EH 1

20084 A3  PEEERUSHBEATHERESHL "EHEES
FERER" HESHEMN=FEA SFWBCEHEF—F - S—fitit
HEATEES 2008538258  LIEHESRUETAEMNES
cB—{IEESEA LT ERE(RE LETRTEF)FR2004FHHES
HitEMBF - 2007798200  HEEHMNRETRERE  BEFAERE M
BYERFDEEEREMESNE - BARPAMASEER B
THEEFTOEEEREY  AEELHWTD -

FR S R B S ARG - SEMENREANEPEASNR - 8
BLAE A TR R EBA AT RRERE - MERLPEEA
ATEREGH [FEEATH ]| ME—EHNFFEREARFROER
ATBARSE - BEESENY  DRNSHARREARTLERIETEA
W URTEHEESTRERARESARRE -

tREHERSRLL  FTHEHECHABRELES 265
HEBERANER c BEEGE  DEESE15008R 08 BILE
B (Rh—2EARLL) - B1989F BE LR - BB HASTR
S A A TR LR AE o

HRRSBEASNES  RAETFELETE - BNARMRS
[RETH BEREAMEEAEM A TR -

Wi
EMHREREESEER

0n 3 April 2008, prominent Chinese HIV/AIDS
activist Hu Jia was convicted of “inciting subversion of
state” and sentenced to three and a half years in
prison as well as one year of political rights depriva-
tion. Another activist, Yang Chunlin, who is a land
rights activist, was also convicted of a similar offence
on 25 March 2008 and sentenced to five years in
prison. Ye Guozhu, a housing rights activist who
protested against forced eviction in Beijing, has been
serving a four-year sentence since 2004. Ye's son and
brother, Ye Mingjun and Ye Guogiang were detained
on suspicion of inciting subversion of the state on 29
September 2007. Although both were released, they
were warned not to speak to the media, nor to continue
petitioning’.

These individual cases of human rights defenders
show that the Chinese government’s pledge to make
progress on the human rights situation through hosting
the Olympics remains unfulfilled. In fact, activists who
peacefully speak out for human rights causes are at
risk due to the “clean-up” by the Chinese authorities
before the Games. While the countdown for the game
continues, Amnesty is also counting on your urgent
attention and action to urge the Chinese government
to realize the pledge.

Many prisoners of conscience worldwide risk their
freedom and even life to speak for their rights and also
defend the rights of others. In Myanmar alone, there
are more than 1,500 prisoners of conscience. Aung
San Suu Kyi, one of a large number of prisoners of
conscience in Myanmar, has been under strict and
prolonged house arrest since 1989. Amnesty Interna-
tional is calling for the immediate and unconditional
release of Aung San Suu Kyi.

We cannot turn a blind eye to the numerous violations
of human rights. Please join us in the action and
become an urgent-action letter writer to help defend
the rights of human rights defenders.

Kong-sau Tan

Chair, Amnesty International Hong Kong

1 g3 /500 “Amnesty International, People’s Republic of China: The
Qlympics Countdown — crackdown on activists threatens to Olympics
legacy, 31 March 2008, Al Index: ASA 17/050/2008."
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Facebool 4 Freedom for Morocean jatled ovar
Facehook profiie
q —EEREEFEERE @I Facebookt E A Moroccan who was jailed for creating a Facebook profile of

a prince has been released from prison. Fouad Mourtada, a
26-year-ald IT engineer, was freed on 18 March, 2008 after
being pardoned by the king.

FEERAIHEEAR BAEE-ZME
B#E(Fouad Mourtada) » BRF268 « @i
TEH « B2008F3A 1B ERIRMEER
8H -

Fouad Mourtada had been given a.three-year prison term
and fined 10,000 dirhams (US5$1,320) in February for
creating a profile of Morocco's Prince Moulay Rachid on
Facebook. He was convicted after a trial in Casablanca.

HEE EEER-_FREFETMFEFR
BWEEABR=FERR —ERSTY (MEZ
13207) <« B EREFacebook b BiE RS
BHEEF (Prince Moulay Rachid) #1## =
Two Amnesty International delegates observed the frial.
They said they were concerned that the trial failed to satisfy
international fair trial standards.
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As early as in 2001 during the bidding process of
the Games of 2008, the Chinese authorities had
indicated to the International Olympic Committee
that hosting the Games would "help promote all
economic and social projects and will also benefit
the further development of our human rights
cause” in China. Human rights organizations all
over the world have been lobbying for the Chinese
authorities to honour its promises. During the
National People’s Congress Standing Committee
session in Oclober 2007, the Beijing Olympics
Committee renewed its pledge, saying, "the
Olympic preparations have promoted and will
continue to promote human rights causes in
China™.

Yet, in the last seven years the human rights
record in China has clearly worsened. Amnesty
International has found that many human rights
defenders are imprisoned as the government is
“cleaning up” the city’s image with the approach of
the Olympics. The situation has deteriorated since
August 2007 as crackdowns have been staged to
prevent any activities to be held in October 2007
at a time of the Communist Parly’s five-yearly
congress. Freedom of expression and space to
exchange information freely on the internet are
being threatened. Here are two examples:

Yang Chinlin was arrested in June 2007 on
charges of “inciting subversion of state power". His
offence: exposing the illegal occupation of
farmiands by the government in the city of
Jiamusi, Heilongjing province, drawing tens of
thousands of farmers and unemployed people in a
patition campaign. He subsequently initiated the
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We Want Human Rights, Not Olympics [sic] movement, The trial began in February.
Yang was sentenced to five years in jail. His family has said he had been subjected to
repeated torture and assaults in prison.

During 2006-07, Hu Jia published political articles on the internet and was interviewed
by overseas media on the subjects of human rights, freedom of religion and the
conditions of those who are violated and/or discriminated against. He has been calling
attention to the human rights situation in China. He was arrested in December 2007 on
the charges of “inciting subversion of state power” and was given a jail term of three
and a half years on April 3, 2008.

According to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, everyone has the
fight to hold opinions without interference. In order to prevent governments from justify-
ing unreasonable limitations on freedom of expression and freedom of information in
the name of national security, the Johannesburg Principles provide that only when the
expression is intended to incite imminent violence may such expression be subject to
restriction. As such, neither Yang nor Hu should have been subjected to any punish-
ment for their acts. The Constitution of China also states that its citizens have the right
of access to news and information as well as the right to publish.

Neither Yang nor Hu violated any Chinese law or international conventions; what put
the two in prison was political motive.

Amnesty Intemational has been archiving and exposing news of prisoners of
conscience, lobbying governments and international organizations (such as the
International Olympic Committee) to use their influence to persuade the Chinese
authorities to henour its promises made on improving the human rights conditions in
China.

If you are interested in more stories on the Olympics and human rights, please visit:
http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-updates/report/wh at-human-
rights-legacy-beijing-olympics-20080401

Please email the HK office at admin-hk@amnesty.org.hk if you would like to receive
inforration on upcoming activities and news from us.
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et Y olympic Legacy

Dn Wednesdav; April 23rd, a diverse mix of professionals and students met to

|\ discuss human rights and their r_elaticm to the 2008 Beijing Olympics. The group,

composed of citizens from around the world, adopted an optimistic approach by
focusing on creating a positive human rights legacy for China. Through an
enhanced presence in school systems and within the community, we hope that a
_ri:ore informed public will further pressure the Chinese government to keep the

. ‘;*ilr-qrnises it made In during the Olympic bidding process in 2001, in regards to -

human'rights. The ‘meeting concluded with those in attendance stamping an
‘Olympic Legacy™ stamp onto banners, to demonstrate their support of the cause.
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Street Demonstrations: Olympic
Legacy-China’s Choice

As throngs of people made their way through the busy streets of
Causeway Bay and Mongkok some weeks ago, Amnesty
International Hong Kong sought to raise awareness of the
relationship between the upcoming Beijing Olympics and human
rights. The organization passed out pamphlets to pedestrians
and encouraged supporters to stamp large banners promoting
progress in the field of human rights. While some passers-by
criticized the demonstration, saying it amounted to “over-
politicizing” the Olympic Games, many people praised the
efforts of AIHK. Knowledge of ongoing violations — specifically
within the realm of freedom of expression, fair trial for detainees,
capital punishment and treatment of human rights defenders --
was enhanced by the participation in the street action campaign.
Men, women and children from different backgrounds came out
and took photographs in front of the banners, and “chopped" the
seal reading "Olympic Legacy" in either English or Chinese.
Amnesty International hopes that by discussing the issues and
informing the public of recent human rights violations in both
China and Hong Kong, they can make a stronger push for
change in the region.
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“It was immoral and unjust for those who were not victims of
discrimination to decide not to pass legislation to protect the
aggrieved persons.”

Legislative CGouncilor Lau Chin-shek

Around the world, Gay Pride will be celebrated with festivities
and community events. Held in commemoration of the Stonewall
Riots, which themselves started as a protest against discrimina-
tion and violence against gays in New York City, Gay Pride has
become a catalyst for the modern gay movements worldwide
which celebrate diversity, tolerance and justice.

The movement asserts that LGBT persons should be proud of
their sexual orientation and gender identity; that sexual diversity
is a gift; and that gender identity is inherent and cannot be
intentionally altered.

The world has progressed a long way: from having homosexual-
ity removed from the International Classification of Diseases of
the World Health Organization in 1990, to the increased number
of those holding high ranking posts in the private sector, public
office, or the entertainment industry coming out and being open
about their sexual orientations, to wvarious legislations
safeguarding the rights of LGBT people.

All of this is happening at our doorstep: Japan elected its first
openly transgender politician to serve in Tokyo's municipal
assembly. Ewven China, which currently has no
anti-discrimination legislation (or law criminalizing homosexual
activities), has declassified homosexuality from its list of mental
disorders. Although the Gender Equity Education Act is not
progressive enough for some, Taiwan has been even consider-
Iing the presentation the presentation of a same-sex marriage

bill that, if passed, would make it the first Asian nation to
embrace marriages between people of the same sex,

What does Hong Kong lack to fulfill its self-proclaimed role as
the "Asia's World City"” when it comes to protecling the rights of
its LGBT residents?

The Government of Hong Kong has shirked its obligation for
protecting the rights of its LGBT citizens, saying that surveys it
conducted in 1985 and 2005 show a lack of support in the
community at large towards enacting legislation for LGBT rights.

Despite maintaining its long held position which does “not
recognize... any same-sex relationship” , the Tsang's adminis-
tration has, at press time, a change of heart suggesting the
inclusion of same-sex cohabitation couples in to Domestic
Violence Ordinance Amendment in the next legislative year.
Whether or not such is a move in order te avoid any breach of
constitution and possible and costly lawsuits is debatable, it is
nonetheless a small step towards to right direction.

Merely scratching the surface on such matters, the Government
has demonstrated a weak political will to make progress in the
LGBT arena, while consistently forgetting that it is this very
group of people who—lacking the support from the majority, as
suggested by the surveys it had commissioned—deserves legal
protection from any kind of discrimination. In order to become a
responsible and caring government under its goal of "strong
governance”, The Government of Hong Kong ought to carry out
more deliberated interviews and research to pinpoint where the
problems lie, to highlight the discrimination and prejudice faced
by many day after day, and to ensure that human rights are
enjoyed by all, not just by the majority.

LREFMBERTIERL
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Article 25, Basic Law

“All Hong Kong resider all be equal before the law"

Article 1, Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance
“..Bill of Rights shall be ¢

joyed withoul distinclion of any

ual right to the enjoyment
of all civil and political rights..."

Article 26, International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights

any

ground
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Schools in Basra, Iraq
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While Hong Kong is undergoing an extension of free education
from 8 years to 12, spare a thought for the numerous girls who
are deprived of the basic right to education in a country that is
constantly in the news.

The 1993 UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against
Women defines gender violence as any act of violence that
takes place solely because of one’s female identity. Thus,
violence against women not only includes physical and mental
harm or psychological torture: denying women equal opportunity
in education, restricting their liberty, meting out discriminatory
treatment purely on the basis of gender are all considered kinds
of violence. Such viclence reinforces women's “traditional”
subservient role in societies and limits their chances of acquiring
knowledge and skills. This in turn limits their participation in
society, in the economy and in politics. Such an environment
perpetuates inequality and discrimination; it encourages a "male
dominant tradition”, with females being treated as inferior. One
place where all of this is being lllustrated In a deeply saddening
manner is Iraq:

Vian Kiryakus, a Christian student waiting in front of the univer-
sity to be collected by her father, was reported as saying: "l have
no choice but to wear the veil; the terrorists are watching and
targeting the unveiled girl students”.

Pamphlets found on campus declared: "If the boy students don't
separate from the girl students, the college will be bombed. Any
girl student who does not wear a veil will have their face burned
with chemicals."

Some girls of the 12th grade class at a high school in the neigh-
borhood of Al-Zayoona said: "We want security and peace so we
can pursue our careers in peace.”

By October 2004 the Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific
Research was reported to have learned of about 3,000 women
students in Baghdad requesting a postponement of their studies
because of the security situation.

Even girls who do go to school have been subjected to increas-
ing pressure to wear a headscarf or veil since the overthrow of
Saddam Hussein's government. Women and girls at universities
and schools have been harassed and threatened. Female
students reported intimidation by members of Islamist groups at

the University of Basra for not wearing the veil. Female teachers
and pupils in Basra schools have also been harassed when
found without covering on their heads. Such threats have also
been reported from campuses in other parts of Irag. At Mosul
University, leaflets were circulated in October 2004 warning
women of "“a terrible fate” if they did not wear the veil.

Seemingly minor activities such as choosing one's own clothes
are an important element of individualism. Restricting women to
only one style of clothing is an absurd violation of freedom of
expression. The underlying message is, “those who defy the
‘rules’ shall be punished!" Not only do such practices limit
women's rights to education and to work, they also restrict
freedom of religion.

Lawlessness, continuing killings, abductions and rapes have
shrunk women's freedom of movement and their ability to get
educated and to work. The general lack of security in Irag has
forced many women out of the public space, taking away their
most fundamental rights.

In order to eliminate violence against women, the government
has to ensure that “norms” and beliefs -- historic, religious or
cultural -- will not be used to justify practices of discrimination
against women.

Reflect
(8] : ha
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Amnesty International Thailand demonstration around Burmese

{Myanmar) Embassy in Bangkok
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In August 2007, peaceful demonstrations in Myanmar (formerly Burma)
began, sparked by sharp increases in fuel prices, Led by monks, the
protests grew rapidly in size and number. Demonstrators called for a
reduction in commodity prices, the release of political prisoners, and a
process of national reconciliation to resolve deep political divisions.

On the evening of 25 September, the authorities began a crackdown on
protesters. At least 700 people arrested during and since the September
protests remain behind bars, and more than 80 people remain
unaccounted for since the September demonstrations.

For decades, human rights viclations in Myanmar have been widespread
and systematic. Abuses include forced labour and the use of child
soldiers. Laws criminalize peaceful expression of ideas and most senior
opposition figures are imprisoned or detained. People are frequently
arrested without warrant. Torture is common.

Artist Htein Lin was just one of many political prisoners held in Myanmar.
In 1998, he was arrested and sentenced to 7 years imprisonment, on the
g~ basis of a letter from a friend inviting him to take part in

= political activity, which Htein Lin had not even received. At a
talk hosted by Amnesty International, Htein Lin described the
M terrible conditions endured by prisoners in Myanmar, and his
& determination to continue painting in prison.

Before the 2007 protest, there were already 1,150 political
prisoners in detention in Myanmar. The best known of these
prisoners is Aung San Suu Kyi, who has been under house
~ arrest for 12 of the past 19 years. Her release is long overdue.
Please take part in Amnesty's worldwide action to free Aung
Sau Suu Kyi and all other political prisoners in Myanmar.

FESNEMEMASNENGEE  TEBSEZEGS
: se_asia@amnesly.org.hk

To get involved in Amnesty International’'s South-East
Asia group, please email the coordinator at
se_asia@amnesty.org.hk
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Global campaigns
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EHRSEAS  EAARENENEEERE
Tibetans look at he Chinese rlol police standing in formation at a Chinese
army compaound in Xiahe, Gansu Province, China.

B Andy Wong/AP/PA Photo
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MBI RS A M HTIE M ¢ People’ s Republic
of China. The Olympics countdown — crackdown on

Tibetan protesters (ASA 17/050/2008)

rotests 11}

The Tibetan Autonomous Region (Tibet) has been in the news since
March, following the Chinese authorities’ crackdown on protesters. Initial
protests on March 10 appear to have been peaceful, but were reportedly
suppressed with excessive use of force by the police, in violation of the
demonstrators’ right to peacefully express their views. Later protests
turned violent, with some individuals being attacked by protesters
because they were believed fo be Han Chinese.

Amnesty condemns such attacks and acknowledges the Chinese authori-
ties' right and duty to protect all individuals against violence. But the
organization is extremely concerned at reports of excessive force,
arbitrary detentions and intimidation against the Tibetan protesters by the
authorities.

Hundreds of people were detained in response to the unrest, and could
face torture and other ill-treatment by China's security forces. Global
experience shows that torture and human rights abuses tend to flourish in
an environment of secrecy. Amnesty is extremely concerned about the
fate of those detained. The lack of information on Tibet and the surround-
ing areas not only made it difficult to confirm reports, but was also a
betrayal of official promises to ensure "complete media freedom” in the
run-up to the Olympics.

As an impartial and independent human rights organization, Amnesty

International neither supports nor opposes calls for Tibetan indepen-
dence. Amnesty's concern is that the human rights of all those living in

3

4

|
Tibetan areas are respected, in accordance with international standards.
The Chinese authorities must allow independent UN investigation into the

events in Tibet and lift the long-term restrictions on human rights monitor-
ing in the area.

Read Amnesty's report, “People's Republic of China. The Olympics count-
down — crackdown on Tibetan protesters”, ASA 17/050/2008.
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170 @S R THIA X MKalsang PalmotE B 2 HEST 00 o B 60 P AT R B SRR B
Kalsang Palmo, toriure wiclim from Tibet, appeals for the abolition of torture in Tibet in front of the
Chinese embassy in Tokyo. @ Al (Kazutoshi Murata)
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- Race Discrimination Bill
- ERREWHE O mnm i

In 2001, the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

(CERD) recommended that the Hong Kong government:

“review the existing unsatisfactory situation thoroughly and that approgpri-
ate legislation be adopted to provide appropfiate legal remedies and
prohibit discrimination based on race, colour, descent or national of ethnic
origin, as has been done with regard to discrimination on the grounds of

gender and disability.”
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In the July 1 rally, Amnesty International HK demanded HK Government to
fulfill it's abligations under the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination and amend the Race Discrimination Bill

‘HHESEANS AL
*For more information, please visit our web-site:
http://www.amnesty.org.hk/htmi/fresource_list.php

Finally in December 2006, the Hong Kong Government introduced the
Race Discrimination Bill (RDB) in the Legislative Council. It is now being
studied by the Bills Committee, and non-governmental organizations,
academics and individuals concerned with the Bill's enactment have
likewise subjected it to strict scrutiny. Many flaws in the bill have been
identified. However, four issues have been identified that are considered
as particularly problematic as they reduce the Bill's usefulness and
effectiveness. It even legalizes some discrimination on the ground of race.
The four fundamental concerns cover the following:

1. non-application to many Government acts;

2. limited definition of direct and indirect discrimination;

3. exemptions with respect to language and education; and
4, exemption based on nationality and residency status.,

The present bill's definition of discrimination does not at all comply with
Hong Kong's obligations under the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination to prohibit discriminatory
effects. It thus fails to fully implement the 2001 recommendations made by
CERD, the treaty body monitoring the implementation of the convention.
The provisions that are of concern weaken the bill and in effect permit
unjustifiable racial diserimination. This shows the government's lack of
political will to commit to the principle of equality and non-discrimination,
and its lack of concern in fulfiling its international human rights obliga-

tions.

The RDB provides less protection from discrimination than existing
legislation prohibiting discrimination on the basis of sex, disability and on
the ground of family status. The bill itself even discriminates against race
since the word “race” as Interpreted by the government is limited and
therefore does not address the discrimination faced by people coming
from mainland China. They are being viewed as people of the same ethnic
origin as the local Chinese, and thus not considered a separate racial
group. This is a serious setback to the development of anti-discrimination
laws in Hong Kong.

The RDB paves the way for government abuses and would justify existing
racially discriminatory policies and practices. It is much weaker than the
three existing anti-discrimination ordinances, namely the Sex Discrimina-
tion Ordinance (SDO), the Disability Discrimination Ordinance (DDO) and
the Family Status Discrimination Ordinance (FSDO). The RDB should
show that the HK Government is ready to combat discrimination and to
promote racial equality and harmony. But, despite the efforts of the
different NGOs, academics and other concerned groups, the government
has shown itself willing to make very few amendments to address the
concerns raised. This signals the lack of will on the part of the government
to honor its commitment under the international convention. There is great
fear that instead of abolishing discrimination, the RDB will end up institu-
tionalizing racial discrimination.

AR 15 www.amnesty.org.hk
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BRI HE® Amnesty International

ERFREASEI-ERIAENEE BENTEEECARAABAEBNER  MARGHLBLATRASRMNER  UX
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Amnesty International is an independent organization, we do not accept any donations from governments or
political parties, but depend largely on the generosity of the general public to fund our human rights and life-
saving work. Therefore, your generous support is very important to our work.
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You can support our work to protect human rights by making a donation to us, especially through monthly automatic payment as it can
definitely help save administrative costs, and your ongoing and continuous support can also enable us to plan ocur human rights
programmes more effectively.
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| would like to make a donation by the following donation method (please V/ the appropriate box)

[ |EENGETA  #®® % : AIHK Human Rights Education CT
Donation by cheque / money Order, please make it payable to : AIHK Human Rights Education CT
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It yon are alveady a monthly donor, please pass this coupon te your friends and relatives.

BRI EREE T HIRE:

Please complete the form below in English (BLOCK LETTER):
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