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CAMPAIGNS

HOULD STOP SEEING ABOUT

Within the International Day for the Eradication of
Viokence against Women (25th November) kst
year, Amnesty International Uruguay denounces
the vioknce that more than 44,000 women
suffer annually in this country with this 0 Views
Project. The video aims to become the least
watched videa in the internel.

More: thar 44,000 women give birth in Uruguzy
each year. The campaign features a wideo
shown from the perspective of a woman in
hospital, surrounded by professionals who push
her into procedures without regzrd for hes nights.
The action works in the opposite way that the
YouTube counter normally does. Each time the
video & played it sublracts “one view” fom the
44,000 initial views, The aim s to publish the
messege and claim for women's rights. We
believe tis type of violence shoukd mot exist
anymore and this polemic video is not necessary
either, We campaign against this lype of vidence
in the hope that this video will not be necessary
in the future,

Check aut the video!
hitpyoutu. befwbuFRGWEKG

Al RMED WITH BANANA!

Guns have fewer trade regulalions than bananas!
Watch the short video produced by AIUSA and
agency Odysseus Arms 1o coincide with United
Nations lalks about & glotal Arms Trade Trealy
(ATT) began on 2 July 2012

The dirty secret of the global arms frade is out.
From Russell Brand and Noel Fislding's stand-up
comedy at Amnesly's Secrel Policeman's Bal
this year to a Times Square, New York Ciy
takeower by Amnesty activists armed with
“Bananafeslos”, we're spreading the word about
the absurd fact thal there are more regulations

fegarding bananas than there are for
conventional weapons. And this is costing
pecgle their ives.

Check out the video!
hitp:fwww armneslyusa o/ our-work/issues
v itary-polce-and-armaams-rade.

Al AUSTRALIA - RRMS TRADE INFOGRAPHIC

‘Who supplies the world's weapons? Did you
know just six countries supply & whopping
74 percent of the world's weapons?

Al Australia is testing Ihis visually appealing
online action and would like to hear what you
hink.

Besides telling Ihe US government to siop
sending weapons to human rights abusers,
this infographic action visually represents
Ihe major weapens exporlers and the
human rights abuses caused by weak arms
Trade regulations.

Check ot the action and share!
hitp:/v amnesty.org
ments/28384/

lobal petition
hitp:famnesly. orgfen/campaigns/control-
ams

THE SYRIA TEAM - EYES ON SYRIA

This sile includes an interactive map
documenling abuses in Syria as well as
showing photos and videos taken since the
upnsing began, inchuding unlawful exeoutons,
destruction of property, dealhs in custody,
lorture and  harassmenl of expalriates.
Please conlinue to promeée this site on Syria
- visit “Eyes on Syria’,

ity fleyesonsyria org!




Abolishing the death penalty has the lomgest history among all
campaigns conductd by Amnesty International. Amnesty International
has been fighting for 2 hall to execiting prisoners of conscience singe
ther 1861 establishment, In 1977, only 16 countries had abolished the
death ponalty. By 201 1. the number had risen o 140!

“Amnesly Intermalional opposes any lorms of Ihe dealh penally since s
orusl, inhuman and degrading punishrment, which violales international
Huiman rights standards. Besides, (here-are other ample reasons to b
against it For example, thare is always a risk of wrong judgment by the
0ttt and the taath penalty depives the crimingl of an epportunity to

In 1957, the campaign lo sbobsh the dealh penaly became very
|popular in France folowing pubilication of Refiewons Sur La Gufliotine,
by Nobel Prize winner Albert Camus. This is a pow

abollion of daath penalty. The cantral argument of

dealh perally i its harmiul impact on society. Akhough the d
panalty Can act a5 a detemant 10 criminas, Camus Suggests the o

wouM Ead 1o a distortion of our humanity,

The discussion on the death penalty is not simply a dichotomius issue.
Minvolves morality, justice, punis

Only by comprehending the death penalty with thorough examination
0N W fridy SURpart of Oppase 1 i
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OVERVIEW

In a months time, the 67th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) will consider and vote upon a
fourth resolution calling for a moratorium on the use of the death penalty with a view to abolishing the death penalty.
The adoption of UNGA resolutions would reinforce the worldwide trend towards the abolition of this cruel, inhuman
and degrading punishment and puts pressure on retentionist countries not to execute. We believe the following four
countries may consider voting in favour of the forthcoming resolution in October 2012. Your letters targeting these
authorities this October would possibly influence their vote!

_—

— GHANA
DP status: abolitionist in practice
CUBA Last execution: 1993
nuary 2010, John Evans Atla
51 of Ihe Republic of
a Commission 1o
commuted at the end of 2010. As part of the country’s revtew the Constitution, in order to undertake

DP status: retentionist
Last execution: 2003

Most death sentences were commuled in 2008; the remaining four death row Ghana, inaugur
prisoners had their sente:

UPR in February 2009, the Cuban delegates said that tf ecision to commute the & revision of the 1952 Ghanaian Constitution.
santences “was adopled as a sovereign acl, in ke=ping with the humanilarian and Although their final report has not been
ethical conduet th #s characterised the Cuban Revolution since its inception” made pubiic, the Commission has

anc that *Philosophically speaking, Cuba is against application of f
We are in favour of eliminating il when suitable co

th penalty. indicated that aboliion of the death
penalty s one of the major recommendations.
ce of our national secy in the fingl report fo the government of
@ laws agAinst terrorst activiies and crimes designed to destroy the C Ghana, Press reports have indicated that
state or the Ives of its citizens, always adhering to the strictest legality and with the government is willing to follow this
respect for the most ample guarantees. Even if | recommendation.

wal egislabion, Cuba y tands and respects the arguments
movement that proposes its elimination or 3 moratorium, For
country has not refected initiatives

na

he international

b reason, our

2 United Nations having

[==3]
MYANMAR
DP status: abolitionist in practice
Last execution: 1980s WN.!SU« itionist in practice
On 16 May 2011 under the Presidant's Office Order No. 28/2011, DP status: al:ﬁ‘"llﬂ"g:l
657 people, including 16 women, had their death sentences Last execution: 19 o imposed in 2011
commuted to life imprisonment. Further commutations were No d Wsﬂ"mlmwﬂ“wwn:rlﬁﬂﬂ o death sa far in
made in January 2012, Myanmar was reviewed under tha UPR on indic: 1‘\81““"'"3;':‘1" #
27 January 2011, where il rejecled recommendations to abolish 2012, I JAUBN 2000 tn Jun
the death penaky. The country's delegation however indicated that mmuted {0 11 Apiding Ben Al was ghen @ 2
fhe executive and relevant ministries would consider ratifying President Zine al-Ab { aver the Kiling.

several human riy g that the final decision would E
be with the legsslal It was unclear whether the ratification of the of gr P
Second Optional Protocal 1o the I0CPR was going o be considered, tationa! Constity

wiite & new o

n alsentia Dy 2 milany e
ce i a:ﬁ: F"E‘ym.mbﬂ,s of the newly elected
ters last yea by (NCA) are tasked 10
Pl 1 provides 2n opportunity

\he death penaily.

1 Assern

for the abolition of

DETERMINED, TILL EXECUTED —
CHIOU HO-SHUN

“Death is nothing to be
feared of. What's truly
fearful is the inexplicable

and long lasting pain, and
that, finally, you lose your
life without any reason.”,

said a presaner o

, who has L

detained for 24 years, fettered for 17 years,
sentenced to death 11 times and at last, had &
reatfrmed death sentence last year, Such a
convoluled story comprises of the palice’s
forturous interrogation, reckless adjudication of
the Taiwane:

e judiciary and Chiou Ho-shun's
The reaffirmed death sentence
determination to be in vain.

tion Centre, New Taipei City, Chiou
d in & grey shirl and black pants
for the last 24 years, is confined ina cell smalier
than 10m? with a d water tap in
ce of a
sBems lo
ny staps when he has o eat alone
walls surround a near empty room.

Neverlheless, whenever he has (he once a week i
20-minute visitor lime or wriles lellers, his

speech and corespondence insist, | am

innocent,”




0On 21 December, 1987, a nine-year-old child,
Lu Cheng was kidnapped after tutonial class in
Hsinchu Ciy. Lu's family paid a ransom of 1
milkon TWD to the Kidnappers as requested,
yel, Lu has been missing since then. Nine
months later, the Criminal Investigation Division
of Taipei City Police Department declared the
case solved and arrested 12 people including
Chiou Ho-shun. Chiou was also charged with
murder in the case in Miaoli County in which Ko
Hung Yu-lan, a female insurance undenwriter,
was dismembered in November 1987

The count adjudicated accordng o the confessions.
coliscted by the police, but Chiou He-shun and
other defendants insisted they are innocent. The
follow-up investigation has also found that
vidlence and infimidation were administered
during interragation. The confessions made by
the defendants were conradiclory and wese
discrepant to the case. Important evidence was
either lost or undiscovered, or if found the
defendants considered unvelated o the case.
For instance, the fingerprints on the ransom
note did not match with any of the defendants.
Furthermore, ancther prisoner on dealh row. Hu
Guan-bao, claimed responsibility of the murder
of Lu. Despite the saries of convictions by Ihe
High Court and dismissals by Supreme Court,
the ceath sentence of Chiow Ho-shun was
reaffirmed last July. The ruling was condemned
by many lawyers and legal pracliticners. Il is
believed that the court wanted to hastily convict
Chiou before the enactment of “Fair and Speedy
Criminal Trials Act” this May due o the fremendous.
pressure and propaganda generaled by his
case. According lo the new Act, Chiou's lengihy
case would have to be dismissed and he be
released. Lu Cheng's father, Lu Chinde, has
inststed Ihal the defendants were the murderers
as they had knelt before him asking for
forgiveness,

In Taman, prisoners on desth row are not
informed of the execution time until the night
before. They are ther: collected the next day and
taken to the place of execution. As a result, their
families cannot see them even for a lest time

before executon. To Chiou Ho-shun, his execution
could be in a long time or might happen in the
blink of an eye. When, no one can tell.

The: cost of the death penaky i insufferable.
Chiou Ho-shun remembers that it wes his
2.year-old birthday the day he was delzined.
As he is now 50, he has lost his youth, which
eannot be compensated for. “| have presbyopia
now but §f2 goas on no matter whether you are
sad or happy, 50 | prefer a composed one,” said
Chiou. He has heard of Taipei 101 and the
Metro, but he can never get on either one of
them. ke recalls his Ketime favourite meat
balls. but he can never taste them again.

The cost of the death penaly is nat only insufferabie
to Chicu, but also to his family. Chiou's family
was once a harmanicus one consisting of five
members, but now, only his two daughters visit
him, Chicu’s father passed away while he was
walling in the last stage of his life. His mother,
87 years oid, 5 still enduring the stress, anficipating
the day af their reunion

The 12 people amested have gone through
years of physical and mental rauma. Some of
them geve up appealing as they coukd not
wilhstand such lorfure anymore, There were
also some of them who died befare fhey were
justty treatat. Chisu Ho-shum, as well a5 Lin
Kun-ming (sentanced to 17 years) and Wu
Shuchen (11 years), have been conlinuing
their fight for justice despile lile hope. Those
who nave visited Chiou were all louched by his
smile.

“The smile was not a squeszed nor a prelended
one, but a sincere one to the liands ._."

“He almest forgets that it i 2 detention cenlre, 2
pnson, a hall. He described it as if it was 2 place
for meditation and sefi-culthation .." (abstracted
from Chiou Ho-shun'’s blog)

Chiou's determination might be inherited from
his father. “No mattar how tired and hard you
fael, for the Chious' reputation, you have 1o fight
until the end *

Ghiou's persistence might be is encouraged by
our support. “The sincere love of every one of
you has given me the power, My grabitude is
beyond words. Thanks a lot.” (abstracted from
his letter in the Tuen Ng Festival this year)

Chigu’s perseverance might be is coming from
his belel. “Leok al the sky through the prison
bars, loday (20 September 201 1), what a sunny
oayt*

The Death Penalty

We may not be lawyers, forensic investigators, or
even God. We may never know the ultimate
truth. However, this case inspires us to question
the meaning of the death penalty. After the
conviction of Chiou, Lu Chin-te lold the media,
“Someone said belaled justice is not justice, but
| stil récognise such ruling i o revelétion of
justica® Nonetheless, the cost of “justice” was
ot anly the 20 more years ef torture experienced
by both families, but an innocent fife destroyed.

I could understand his pain of losing the son,
but | am the true victim."

How many more victims
of the death penal

will there be?
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DIRECTOR’S

THE POWER OF DOCUMENTARY

"Sakineh, A symbol of State Vioknce” is a documentary aimed at defending Sakineh
Mehammadi-Ashtiani who was sentenced to Stoning at an unfair tnal. This movie was directed
by Mahboubeh Abbasgholizadeh who is a femninist director from the Iranian women's movement.
She is involved in the Step Vielence Agamst Women movement which includes abolishing
stoning. Since she produced this movie she has been monitored by the authorities and her
freedorm of expression has been restricled. Her friends who involved in (he same activilies have
been sentanced to 10 1o 12 years imprisonment. Therefore she was forced into exile_ In 2011,
“Sakineh, A symbol of State Viokenos" was selectad for the AIHK film festival in October at the
Warld Day against Death Penalty.

This documentary was produced on a shoestring budget, thus creating a raw style for the
audienca. This ambience helpad 1o ilustrate the cruelly of Stoning since the tools of this execution
are the rough and raw stones. The film lasted only for 15 minutes and 56 seconds and doesn't
contain graphic bioody scenes. Rather, it shows blupred shots of such execufions, the empiy
grave in which o bury the “affender” and the used stanes which show the “affender’s™ blood
on them. With is unigue music, the fim creates a vary fri
almosphere.

Mahboubeh feels it is effective to defend women's rights through decumentaries and says she
is.a bom activist. She founded the infernet television channel ZANAN TV, She also encouraged
people 1o upload short clips and opinions to ZANAN TV and her social media station. She
produced “Sakinah, A symbol of State Vielence” to support the Stop Stoning Campaign. As a
matter of fact, the world-wide campaign regarding this issue managed 1o pressure the Iranian
gwvermnment into stopping camyng out Stoning on Sakineh, Mahboubeh argued that Stoning
had 8 considerably mone devastating impact en women than men. Thergfore the lranian
femimst has listed Stop Stoning with other ssues namely, polygarmy, forced marriage, domestic
wiolence, women's right to divaree and poverty as the core agenda that they currently campaign
on.

Stoning is only one kind of death penalty. Amnesty Intemational opposes the death penalty in
all cases. The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), article & states that
the death penalty can only be used for the mast serious crimes. However In Iran, Afghanistan,
Nigeria, Iraq and Sudan, Stoning is the main sentence for adultery which cannot be categorised
as a serious crime. Moreover, most of the “offenders” who had been sentenced to Stoning were
women, which demenstrate a gender bias in the judiciary system. Amnesty intemational alse
criticised “offenders™ lack of access to legal aid in these countries as a result of which there
is a high possibility of causing a wrong prosecution. This also violates the fundamental value
that “All persons shall be equal before courts and tribunals”, which is clearly stated in ICCPR
article 14 and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women (CEDAW) article 15. During Stoning, the “offender” will be buried up to the waist or
neck, and then people in the communities throw stones at the "offender” until she or he died,
Such cruel and inhuman penalty violates the standard of the ICCPR article 7 and the
Convention agairst Torture and Other Crusl, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment o Punishment (CAT).

v ——

ANGLE = .‘l . -

CONNECTICUT ABOLISHES DEATH PENALTY

Governar Danne! P. Malloy has signed into law the abalition of the death penalty in
Connecticut, making It the seventeenth US state (and the fifth in the last five years) to do
away with capital punishment. However, the law i nol retroactive, so 11 men remain on
Connecticut's death row.

Thirty-three US states still retain capial punishment, although i is rarely carried oul in
mary of them. Even in death penalty hotbeds ke Texas and Ohio, the numbers of
sentences and executions are declining.

CAMBODIAN FORCED EVICTION PROTESTERS RELEASED

After one month and three days behind bars, the protesters of Boeung Kak Lake have been released
on 2ppeal

The 13 women had their sentances reduced to the amount of ime they had already served, They
were oniginally arrested in late May, and subjected 1o an utterly unfair three-hour trial during which
two pecple attempling lo 2ppear as wilnesses were also arresled. These twao activisls were released
on bail earker this month, although the charges against them have not yet been dropped.

] s.r\

SINGAPORE TAKES A STEP FORWARD ON THE DEATH PENALTY

The Singapore Government is moving towards abolishing the mandatory desth sentence for drug trafficking
and homicide cases.

A moratorium on execulions has been put in place until propesed changes in the law are enacted.
These changes will be crucial in saving the lives of those currently on death row in Singapore, particularly
Yong Vui Kong, 2 Malaysian who faced imminent execution.



DIy CANDLE-MAKING WORKSH

LIGHTING UP HOPE IN MYANMAR
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NO HUMAN WAY TO KILL
These elchings, 85 part of the series called "Modern Means of Exsculion’, were made by
Robert Priseman, he once said, “The ceath penalty doesn't prevent terrible crimes and

only seems 1o serve as a means of revenge en those it s visited on™.
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