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FROM THE
EDITOR-
IN-CHIEF

The controversy over civil disobedience has been sparking heated debate in Hong Kong society
since last year. The focus of the debate is on disagreement about the justifications of the act of
civil disobedience. Some believe that unjust government policies or laws should be challenged
regardless of the cost, even if the means employed are against the law. Also, the lawbreakers
are willing to accept the legal conseguences, including arrest, prosecution, trial and criminal
liability. Yet, some believe that citizens should never violate the law regardless of any compelling
reasons or situations.

The debate involves the protection and restriction of civil rights as well as the spirit of law.
Seldom does Hong Kong society have such an intense debate about compliance with laws,
we have therefore decided to look for examples from foreign countries, China and Hong Kong,
which serve as references in understanding the rule of law concept of “existence of law,
observance of law, regulation by law and justice through law" and civil disobedience.

At the same time, | highly recommend our readers to peruse this issue together with Issue 8
“Freedom of Peaceful Assembly”, since the two topics are inextricably linked.

Wie- (0




e

IN FOCUS

OVERVIEW OF
CIVIL DISOBEDIENGE
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Civil disobedience is part of polltlr‘al culture of liberal democracy.”™® Some Common Law Courts
recogniz 2 : ) I pedience. For instance, the House of Lords stated in its
judgment that “civil d|~0bed|pnce on conscientious grounds h long and honourable history in
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M_r'ng Fao. “Jat Sew Tong said civil disobedience might bring changes”. 30 May 2014.
isobedience”. Human Rights Dictionary-international, Mainland China, Hong Kong and Taiwan (Bilinguall. 2007,
Page 57.
[3] John Rawis. A Theory of J d edition. 1999. Harvard University Fl Fage 320.
4] Lawrence Quill. "‘Praprerl t Civil Disobedience is (and is not)”, Civil Disobedience: (Un} Common Sense in
Mass Dermocrac Palgrave Macmillan. April 2008. Fage S.
[5] Supra note [3]. .F‘aqe 28.

[6] United Nations: International Day of Non-Violence, http:/www.un.orglen/events/nonviolenceday/background.shtmi
[7] Supra note [4]. Page 15.

[8] Benny Tai. “What level of the rule of law do we need?"” Ming Fao. 7 April

[9] Supra note [3]. Fage 342.

[10] Supra note [3]. Page 336.

[11] Yu Ying Shik. “Civil disobedience and the future of Hong Kong". Apple Daily. 1 July 2013.

[12] Supra note [4]. Page 2-4.

[13] House of Lords. R v Jones. [2006] UKHL 16. 29 March 2006, Fara 89,

1141 R. v. Mayer [1994] YJ No. 142. From Leo McGrady Q.C, Frotesters’ Guide to the Law of Civil Disobedience in
British Columbia. Take Back Our Community Edition. British Columbia. 23, 24 September 2011. Page 7.

Reference
Brownlee, Kimberley, ‘Civil Disobedience", The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosaphy (Winter 2013 Edition), Edward N. Zalta
{ed.). hitp:¥plato.sts d.eduentries/civil-disobedience/
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WHO PERFORMED
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE

INDIA

MOHANDAS KARAMCHAND GANDHI

In order to challenge the British salt monopoly
and heavy tax in Inda, Gandhi led Indians, on
the Salt March and produced salt near the sea
without paying tax in 1930, He was arrested for
violating the salt law. The law was then
amended by the British Colonial Government.

Source: Wikimedia Comimans, File: Gandhi thinking mood 1931 jpg)

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.

There were series of racial segregation laws in
America in the late 19th and early 20th century.
For instance, there was racial segregation in
public buses with designated seats for white
and black passengers within buses in
Montgomery, Alabama. Black passengers were
required to give up their seats to white
passangers when the white seats were filled.
Rosa Parks, an African American woman,
refused to give her seat to a white passenger
when requested by the bus driver in
Montgomery in 1955. She was convicted of
violating the racial segregation law and fined.
This triggered a large scale Civil Rights
Movement. For instance, there was a
381-day-Montgomery Bus Boycott led by
Martin  Luther King Jr, opposing racial
segregation laws. In 1956, the Supreme Court ruled Alabama to
repeal racial segregations in public transport. In 1964, the Civil
Rights Act 1964 was enacted to prohibit discriminations including
race discrimination.

Source: Wikimedia Commons, File: Rosa Parks (detaif). fiff
Gopyright Credit: ©4/ USA

HONG KONG

HONG KONG FEDERATION OF STUDENTS (HKFS)

Since December 1989, HKFS rejected having
to apply for a license ar Letter of No Objection to
hold & public demonstration and assembly in
order to oppose Public Order Ordinance
through civil disobedience. After 1 July march,
HKFS and citizens had an overnight sit-in
protest in Chater Road, Central. HKFS aimed at fighting for
genuine universal suffrage by civil disobedience. Police cleared the
blockade and arrested 551 protesters for unauthorized assembly.

Source: HKFS Facebook

CITIZEN'S RADID

Citizen's Radio initiated by Bull Tsang Kin Shing
broadcast illegally to demand the freedom of
public ainvaves and law amendment. The
activists were prosecuted, In 2009, Judge
Douglas Yau of the District Court ruled that the
activists were convicted. He “believed the
defendants demanded the open up of public
airwaves through civil disobedience with noble intentions and the
only choice was to fine them.” 1

Source: Citizens Radio Official Website

Footnote

[1] Ming Fae. “Citizen" Radio needed ta pay a fine.
It would continue broadcasting tonight".

9 November 2009,



HONG KONG

PROTESTERS OPPOSING EXPRESS RAILWAY LINK

The project of Guangzhou Shenzhen Hong
Kong Express Rail Link was controversial
because of forced evictions in Tsoi Yuen
Village, high construction cost of HKD 699
billions, lack of genuine public consultations,
undemocratic functional constituencies in
Legislative Council (LegCo) and reflection on
mode of development. There was a widespread social movement
against the Express Rail Link. Protesters occupied roads in Central to
surround the LegCo Building when it passed the rail funding on 16
January 2010. None of the protesters were arrested.

Photo credit: Pak Chai

ANTI-BRAINWASHING NATIONAL EDUCATION PROTESTERS

£ l The Civil
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Alliance Against the National
Education including Scholarism occupied a
public place of the Central Government Offices
for a sit-in protest, hunger sirike and assembly
with over 10,000 people for 10 days without prior consent of the
authority in 2012

Ihe maximum number of participants of this assembly was
120,000, Eventually the government shelved the Curriculum Guide
of the Moral and National Education subject.

Photo credit: Pak Chai

TAIWAN

PROTESTERS OCCUPYING LEGISLATIVE YUAN

Students in Taiwan initiated an anti-Cross-
Strait Service Trade Agreement campaign and
occupied the Legislative Yuan for 23 days.
4 of the protesters were arrested.

Source: Wikimedia Commons,
File: Crowd Oufside the Legislative Yuan jpg

CHINA

STUDENT PROTESTERS AND CITIZENS IN TIANANMEN SQUARE

In 1989, students occupied Tiananmen
Square with a sit-in protest, hunger strike and
public assembly to oppose carruption and
demand democracy, press freedom and
freedom of speech etc. The democracy
maovermnent was widely supported by citizens
in China. However, the authority branded the
democracy movement as riots  and
suppressed it with tanks and gunshots. There has been no
independent and impartial investigation till now.

Source: Wikimedia Commans, File: 318-3 jpg

PROTESTERS OPPOSING PX CHEMICAL PLANTS

There have been many large scale protests in
China recent years. For instance, people in
Maoming, Guangdong protested against the
construction of a PX chemical plant and were
brutally repressed by police. The authority
claimed that this was an illegal protest and
blocked the access of information regarding
these anti-PX protests.

Source: Web image & The House News. Guangzhou citizens
supportad anti-PX profests in Maoming




INTERVIEW:
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
JOSEPH CHAN

@/ Amnesty International Hong Kong
A/ Joseph Chan (Professar, Department of Politics and Public
Administration, The University of Hong Kong)

Q What is the significance of civil
disobedience for repressive regimes or
a liberal society under the ruling of

a repressive regime such as Hong Kong?

AThc political system of Hong Kong is semi-democratic.

Q What is the difference between civil
disobedience and non-violent resistance?

A Civil disobedience has a long history with different
theories. In a narrow sense, civil disobedience assumes
that a political regime is acceptable as long as it is not too
unjust or corrupt. Only some of its laws or policies are
unjust or unfair. These might include serious infringement
of human rights, discriminations or violations of procedural
justice efc.

Civil disobedience is different from violent revolution. The
latter aims at overthrowing a political regime while the
former aims at changes of law or policy through non-violent
actions. Civil disobedience is also different from lawful
protest because civil disobedience breaks the law. However
the definition of non-violent resistance is relatively vague as
it includes both legal and illegal protests.

Civil disobedience must be justified in public. It must be
pointed out that the law or policy protested viclates the
political values and principles acknowledged by public. A
person who is creating civil disobedience should break the
law conscientiously with no personal interasts or gains.

Civil disobedience is different from conscientious objection.
Fer example, some people may refuse to do military service
because killing violates an individual's religious belief. This
is conscientious objection. Conscientious objection is
based on an individual's religion or conscience while civil
disobedience is based on public political principles and
values. Conscientious objectors do not necessarily
advocate changes of law or policy while civil disobedience
aims at arousing public discussion and advocating
changes of law or policy through unlawful act.

[t exercises One Country Two Systems with a high degree of
autonomy. It is also a society with the rule of law. We should have
an international perspective. We should know that civil
disobedience is different from general crime and accept civil
disobedience as a special political act within a democratic society.

In Hong Kong, government officials and pro-establishment political
figures regard civil disobedience as a general crime. In a news
report, for example, Arthur Li, one of the Executive Council
members, was reported in saying that Occupy Central was shop
theft.™ Lai Tung Kwok, Secretary for Security argued Occupy
Central was illegal and could not override the rule of law.”! |n fact,
civil disobedience is different from general crime. It does not violate
law for personal interests. For those who commit general crime,
they generally break the law for personal interests and escape from
criminal liability. Conversely, civil disobedience is a public act based
on public interest. The objective is to change the unjust law or
policy. Because the disobedient individual respects the political
regime and the rule of law, he/she is willing to bear criminal liability.
However there is no concept of civil discbedience in China. The
authorities regard civil disobedience as challenging the political
regime. Since Hong Kong is different from China, Hong Kong
should not interpret civil disobedience from the perspective of a
repressive political regime.

Q The objective of civil disobedience is to advocate
changes in unjust law or policy. It still recognizes the
legitimacy of the regime. In Hong Kong, some people
agree with One Country Two Systems but disagree
with one party ruling in China. Is civil disobedience
still applicable in this case?

A Let us take Occupy Central as an example of civil disobedience. Occupy
Central demands for genuine universal suffrage but it does not aim at altering
the whole political system of Hong Kong. And universal suffrage is promised
by the authority and is enshrined by the Basic Law. Thus Occupy Central
meets the presumption of civil disobedience. Occupy Central aims at political
elections in Hong Kong instead of China. As long as there is recognition of One
Country Two Systemns, civil disobedience is applicable regardless if there is
disagreement with ane party ruling in China.

Broadly speaking, if the regime is extremely unjust, civil disobedience is more
readily accepted by the public. But if the regime is fair and only some of the
laws or policies are unjust, a strong justification and willingness to accept
criminal liability is needed for civil disobedience to take place.
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Thus, civil disobedient individuals must (1) publicly explain the justification of
civil disobedience; (2) fight for public interest instead of personal interest; (3)
exercise civil disobedience as a last resort as suggested by John Rawls. This
means civil disobedience is exercised only after all alternative legal means
including protests or lobbying the lawmakers eic have been exhausted.
However the statement (4) willing to accept criminal liability, seems rather
controversial. It assumes that under a relatively just regime, the disobedient
individuals bear criminal liability to show respect to the law or are willing to
accept criminal liability because there is a possibility that the justification
provided by the disobedient individuals is wrong. The public wil be
persuaded to support civil disobedience through this way.

The ruling by the judge depends on whether the judge respects civil
disobedience and distinguishes it from general crime and is lenient to it or not.

u Civil disobedience is always regarded as
a last resort after all legal means to change
the injustice law or policy are exhausted.
For constitutional reforms in Hong Kong,
are all alternatives used up to justify

civil disobedience?

A Many methods including participating in public consultations
and protests etc are adopted to fight for genuine universal suffrage in
accordance with international human right standards. At this stage,
Occupy Cenfral is kind of threat. If genuine universal suffrage
complying with international human rights standards is
implemented, Occupy Central will not happen. Otherwise if the
government’s constitutional reform proposal does not comply with
international human rights standards on universal suffrage, Occupy
Central as civil disobedience moverment will be exercised.

u In what ways and to what extent will
the Chinese Central Government and
Hong Kong Government suppress Occupy
Gentral? China suppresses Chinese
activists by “elimination at the
embryonic stage”. Is it applicable in
Hong Kong?

A [tis hard to estimate at this stage. China has used all legal
ways to suppress Occupy Central including organizations
opposing Occupy Central, public speeches opposing
Occupy Central by Bureaux Secretaries and criticizing
Occupy Central as illegal farce by official media in China etc.
The responses by the Central Government and Hong Kong
Government to Occupy Central will depend on the actual
situation such as the number of participants and the scale.

u Why is non-violent action adopted for
civil disobedience?

A Non-viclent action is more applicable for a nearly just
regime because it is hard to convince the public when you do
not have sufficient justifications to use violence. It will also
divert the focus from an unjust law or palicy to that of violence
and will be counterpraductive. Gandhi, for example, adopted
non-violent actions in areas such as politics and religion to
attract the public's sympathy together. This strengthened his
desired outcorme. Non-violent action has power. Responsibility
will fall upon the civil disobedient if they exercise violence. But
if the civil disobedient individuals adopts a non-viclent action
and bears the criminal liability, the authority needs to show a
strong moral and political responsibility to suppress the
non-viclent actions. Whereas with a revolution, it is justified
when the regime is extremely unjust and unfair that citizens do
not have obligations to obey the regime. There might even be
a need to averthrow the existing regime. However adoption of
a violent revolution needs careful consideration regarding
the consequences.

u Are there any outstanding examples of
civil disobedience in Hong Kong?

A On 2 October 2000, Hong Kong Federation of Students
(HKFS) deliberately used the language of civil disobedience
and publicly explained the reasons for not to apply for “Letter
of no objection” by police according to Public Order
Ordinance. HKFS held an unauthorized assembly and protest
to oppose the infringement of freedom of expression by the
Public Order Ordinance.

Footnote:

(1] AM730. "Arthur Li analogized Occupy Central as shop theft. Benny
Tai rebutted Li had confused civil disobedience and mere crime”.

26 June 2013.

(2] Lai Tung Kwok, Secretary for Security. “The Nature of Occupy
Central and its Impact on Society and Participants”. 12 June 2014.




SCHOUL EDUCATION

-_Annpouncs

Palitics is the business of all people and is inextricably linked with our
daily life. What criteria can be referred fo if teachers and students have
a discussion about controversial issues in class?

BACKGROUND

In the 1950s, the Chinese Nationalist Party and Communist Party
competed for an ideclogical position in Hong Kong. The Hong Kong
government tried to regulate the schools through the Education
Ordinance, prohibiting school teachers and students from
participating in any political activities and propaganda. During the
1989 Democracy Movement, many teachers and students in Hong
Kong discussed and participated in demonstrations, which violated the
ban on political activities

In 1990, the government revised the Education Ordinance and
Education Regulations, slightly relaxing the restriction on schools’
participation in politics. For instance, section 84(1) of the Education
Ordinance, the clause which prohibits schoals from participating in
political activities had been modified to “the control of the
dissemination of information, or expression of opinion, of a clearly
biased political nature in schools”; Regulation 98(2) had been
introduced to the Education Regulations, which states that “the
Permanent Secretary may give directions in writing or other guidance
to the management authority of any school as to the dissemination of
information or expression of opinion of a palitical nature in that school,
so as to ensure that that information or opinion is unbiased.” In 1997,
Christine Loh Kung Wai, a former Legislative Councillor, held that the
above provisions were tantamount to an open invitation to political
censorship and requested repealing the relevant provisions. Yet, the
government opposed this proposal and many Legislative Councillors
voted against it."t!

THE RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IS INCLUDED AS PURPOSE OF EDUCATION

The purpose of education includes nurturing students to respect
human rights, which can be found in the international human rights
instruments. For instance, Article 26(2) of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights sfates that "education shall be directed to the full
development of the human personality and to the strengthening
of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms.” The Code
for the Education Profession of Hong Kong also states in
“2.6 Commitment to the community” that teachers “shall treat as a
primary duty the teaching of respect for human rights”, “shall do
his/her best to nurture in students the concepts of freedom, peace,
equality, rationality and democracy”, "shall set an example in the
performance of civic obligations” and “shall actively support and
promote civic education”,

CLASS DISCUSSIONS ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

By virtue of Regulation 98(2) of the Education Regulations, teachers
should be impartial when discussing controversial issues in class. Yet,
setting out both the positive and negative arguments is not necessarily
tantamount to being impartial. In the United Kingdom court case
which concerns political indoctrination through teaching materials
distributed by the government, the judge pointed out that presenting
different views in a balanced way was not asking teachers to explain
the oppesite views using the same amount of time, but to be fair and
dispassionate.® In the case of Cho Man Kit v. Broadcasting
Authority,® the Hon Mr. Justice Michael John Hartmann pointed out
that it was hard for “both sides of the story” to be put in an RTHK
programme dealing with the fight against bird flu or child slavery.”™
He also stated that “impartiality may demand no more than that the
subject matter is dealt with fairly; that no prejudice is shown."*!



EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES AND NEGLIGENCE

As for extracurricular activities, if teachers fail to deter students from
participating in social movements and as a result the students are
injured, would teachers have to bear civil liability for being negligent?

There are 4 indispensable elements in the tort of negligence, namely
duty of care, the breach of duly, causation and reasonable
foreseeability of harm.® Generally speaking, teachers owe a duty of
care for the behaviour of students within schools, but not for what
happens outside schoals. If students are injured when participating in
social movements outside school, in which the harm is not directly
inflicted by the teacher and the social movement has nothing to do
with the school, then it is highly unlikely that the 4 elements in
negligence would be fulfilled.

Yet, if the risk of getting injured is known to the teacher and the
teacher still encourages or even leads the students to participate in a
particular social movernent, then there is a possibility that the teacher
would be liable in the tort of negligence. But it is hard to prove
whether the harm is directly inflicted by the school or teacher.

Extracurricular activities organized or approved by schools, including
study tours and field trips, all carry the risk of injury. In order to
reduce such risk, one should conduct the 5 steps risk assessment
and take safety precautions.™

Footnote:

[1] Legisiative Council Brief. 1996 Education (Amendment) Bill.” & October
1996, LC Paper No. CB (1) 132/96-97 (01). Hong Kong Human Rights
Monitor. "Brief History of National Education." August 2011

[21Chong Yiu Kwong. “Submission on consultation on moral and national
education.” 27 Jupe 2011. CB (2) 2240/10-11 (01)

[3] Cho Man Kit v. Broadcasting Authority. HCAL6S/2007. Date of Judgment:
& May 2008.

[4] Ibid. Fara 71.

5] Ibid. Para 74, 75.

[61 T v Kan Ki Keung, Stephen & the Methodist College. [2002] 1 HKLRD 29,
HCPI 443/2000. 21 December 2001. Chong Yiu Kwong. “The legal issues
of the tort of negligence." The Rule of Law Education Froject. Facully of
Law. The University of Hong Kong. 28 June 2014.

{71 Chong Yiu Kwong. “Social Welfare and Law: Communication and
Empowerment (Expanded second edition).” co-edited by Chiu Man Chung,
Hung Shirley and Chong Yiu Kwong. Hong Kong: Red Publication. 2011.

Reference materials:
This article makes reference to “Potential legal risks of liberal studies and rights
and restrictions of teachers”, a seminar organized by the Faculty of Law of the
University of Hong Kong on 28 June 2014. Video please see:
hitp:/'www.rofe.hku. hk/




Al NORWAY - SOLIDARITY WITH JUNE 4 ACTIVISTS IN CHINA

Al Norway marked the anniversary of the Tiananmen Sguare
Massacre still as an open wound on 4 June, they stood in front of
several symbolic buildings including Parliament and the Chinese
embassy. Many activists were detained in China during this time
because they discussed the 25th anniversary of the Tiananmen
Square Massacre. People took part in the campaign by taking a
picture with the Tank Man in order to show solidarity with detained
activists in China.

Action in video: http:/voutu.be/Eld2{H-5W3s
Al TOGO : MY BODY MY RIGHTS TRAINING WORKSHOPS FOR YOUNG ACTIVISTS

My Body My Rights campaign was launched on 6 March with a
workshop on “Speak Out”. Al Togo focused on trainings for young
activists to become trainers and activists,

Al NEPAL: BRING BACK OUR GIRLS CAMPAIGN

Al Nepal organized a demonstration on 27 May, which was Children’s
Day in Nigeria. It urged the Nigerian Government and Boko Haram
for the safe and immediate release of the schoal girls who had been
abducted by Boko Haram.

Fhoto Credit: Amnesty International Nepal

Al POLAND : STAND BETWEEN THE TORTURER AND THE TORTURED
Al Poland organized a photo action "Stand between the torturer and
the tortured” on 17 May when the Stop Torture campaign was
launched. It asked lawyers, courts, doctors, activists and campaigners

to stand between the tortured and the torturer.

Photo Credit: Amnesty International Poland / Grzegarz Zukowski
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GOOD
NEWS

Thanks to our members and supporters who have been campaigning hard on behalf of
Li Yan for a year. China's Supreme People's Court has overturned Li's death sentence,
a woman convicted of killing her husband after suffering months of domestic violence.

Amnesty [nternational highlights the urgent need for authorities to do more to prevent
violence against women. Any retrial must fully consider the evidence of the sustained
abuse Li suffered, which was overlooked during the first trial. The Court must not
impose the death sentence this time.

SUDAN: MERIAM WAS RELEASED FROM DEATH SENTENGE

Converting from Muslim to Christian, with a view to becoming married lo a
Christian American, 27 year-old Meriam Yehya |brahim received a death
sentence by hanging for “apostasy” and to flogging for "adultery”. Amnesty
International launched an urgent action to fight for her release. Thanks for
massive support of those who signed petitions and cried for justice, Sudan
released her on 25 June,

IRAN: STUDENT ACTIVIST HAS RETURNED HOME
AFTER COMPLETING THE SENTENCE

Student activist Majid Dorri was released from prison on 12 June after
completing a B-year prison sentence. He was arrested in 2009 and
charged with enmity towards God, acting against national security and
disrupting public order. He was sentenced to 6.5 years. Amnesty
International recognizes him as Prisoner of Conscience as he has
been jailed because of his right to exercise freedom of expression.
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LOCAL
HAPPENINGS THIS IS YOUR PAGE: CHAN KIN MAN

Why do you support Amnesty International?

Amnesty International is one of the few organizations willing to fight for
human rights against all odds. Many non-governmental organizations
{(NGOs) across the world are willing to engage in community welfare
and advocacy work while faw are willing to stand up for human rights.
This is because human rights offences often involve the government or
powerful groups including religious bodies and so the majority of
NGOs refrain from getting involved to avoid jeopardizing themselves.
Yet, the existence of a civil society and NGOs is necessary to regulate
the government where human rights issues often stem from.
Fortunately, Amnesty International is one of the few that will fight for
human rights which is why | support you.

What do you think the candle that

Chan Kin Man represents Amnesty International stands for?

| believe the candle represents the human conscience. However,
OCCUPATION people can be jailed for defending their conscience which is why the
Associate Professor candle is bounded by barbed wire. | believe this is related to Amnesty

International’s work for Prisoners of Conscience.

Department of
Sociology, CUHK How would you persuade your friends to

Director become part of our human rights movements?

Centre for Civil Society Over the past 10 years, | have conducted most of my work in China by

. advacating the need of a civil saciety and civil rights which was often
Stud IES, H KlPAS' CUHK related to basic human rights like freedom of expression and freedom
of assembly, Some of my friends have been arrested for defending
YEARS WITH US human rights and so | continuously explain the concepts of basic
Many years human rights civil rights which we must strive to defend. This is of
particular significance in China where the concept of citizens does not
exist as there is only the idea of the People. However, the People are
divided into the People and enemies of the People by the government

HUMAN RIEHTS FRIDAY and once you are labeled an enemy of the People all basic human

rights such as freedom of expression and the right to fair trials are
We have started our Human Rights Friday evening dialogue series sp as  eradicated. This is a frightening condition which is why | struggle fo
fo engage citizens on human rights issues. instill the need for a civil society and the rights of a citizen including
freedoms of expression, assembly, political rights and so on which are

The first Human Rights Friday was held on 30 May, with the topic “In the often not enjoyed by the People. | also assist in establishing NGOs in
frontline of defending press freedom”. Vivian Lu, current correspondent of China, WhiCh is a way of exercising civil rights, so that more people can
Ming Pao and Eric Poon, judge of the Human Rights Press Awards,  Decome involved.

shared their experience with participants about the challenges when

conducting media reports. They also gave their views on how journalists  |f you were granted the power to wish away
as well as citizens could keep defending press freedom, one human ngms iSSlIE, what WDU'd that be?

Human Rights Friday takes place | wish the day would come where democracy could be established in
on the last Friday evening of every avery country and the basic rights of people could therefore be
alternative month at TC2, Prince safeguarded. Democracy does not necessarily pave the way of
Edward. Follow our Facebook page to economic prosperity but it will certainly lead to the improvement of
get the updates of upcoming dialogues. human rights. Perhaps not every single problem can be resolved but
at least the most imminent crises including forture and unfair trials can
be eliminated, Democracy has the ability to stop these injustices.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AmnestyHK
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MY BODY MY RIGHTS

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):
Everyone has the right to live in a world where
their rights and freedoms are respected.

Respect for human rights and freedom is what
Amnesty International has fought for since 1961.
Live with something worth believing. Purchase
our newly designed T-shirt inspired by the United
Nation’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights
at HK$150 and you can be the one fighting for the
extraordinary something. Visit our online shop on
Facebook (www .facebook.com/AmnestyHK) or
http://ainkshop.ecwid.com to make a difference now.

Price: HK$150

Width (cm)
4]
45
48
52

Length (cm)

VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT

In Burkina Faso, women can be refused contraceptives at health
clinics unless they are accompanied by their husbands. In Morocco,
girls can be forced to marry their rapists to preserve family honour and
“protect” the attacker from prosecution. Over 150,000 wormen
travelled to the UK from Ireland for a termination between 1980 and
2012 because abortion there is illegal unless the woman's life is at
serious risk. And in many countries, loving someone of the same
gender — or simply dressing outside the social norm — is enough to
land you in jail.

Through My Body My Rights campaign (MBMR), we break the
silence. If you are interested in defending sexual and reproductive
rights, stand up and join us. We will expose states that viclate these
rights and demand change.

MY BODY

A" MY RIGHTS

MBMR Group will bring you: training on sexual and reproductive
rights, empowerment, and campaign opportunities. You will get into
global issues of sexuality, sex/gender, sexual rights as human rights.

Registration; volunteer@amnesty.org.hk
Open to all gender and sexual orientations. Campaign experience not required.

Al volunteers must be Amnesty International Hong Kong members. You will be asked
to register later. Membership: $20 (full-time student), $100 (individual).
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