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Hello! Do you find the new look of Amnesty Intematianal
Quarterly’s Spring 2011 Issue Tefreshing? Starting from
thisssue we aenalng omr cdows tothe mast by renanmg
‘o magazne “Human Rights Cuarterly” Tina Dant and 1
are all new 1o the organisation. and we have set up the
Human Rights editarial commitiee to Tevamp its contents
and layout, with the aim of ceamng a platfom to discuss
locdl and intemanional human i ghts issues.

To strengthen its contents, each issue of the magazine
will feamre a specific topic. For example, this issue is
about Death Penalty. We have inerviewed Alan Shadrake
who was thrown in jail because he advocated the
abolition of capital punishment. Another imterviewee
is Chang Chuan-fen, whose new book describes the
difficulty of killing. We are also inquinng into
Singapare’s legal system A round table discussion has
been fx posi-90 from
vanous high schoals to collect their opimions an the
mos and cons of the death penalty. Their young minds
are active and critical Through these reparts, we hope
1o highlighi in a mulii-dimensional way the
discussion about the relationship between the
aboliti onist and the

vidence, the legal system and pumshment, 25 well &
the protection of basic human nghts. We hope this
effort will encourage more pecple to suppart ow global
abalitionist campaign.

‘The Good News coumn has been retained in anew layom to
look maore appealing to the readers Likewise the visua
miomation in the cenfre-spread 15 warth a thousand wards.
1f you want to expuess youwr gpinions o feelings, Hease
write 10 us (editorial® amnesty arg hk). They may be
published in Human Rights.

‘With gratitude 1o jasmine flowes, 2011 was given a
hopeful start We therefare hope that the public could
nde with the wave and make jasmine fi ow ers blossaming

A Dresios k Daigs

o g

Mabel Au
Director _ Ammesty International Hong Keng
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Pat Quinn

Governor of Illinois

Mlincis will became the 16th state in the US to abdlish
capital punishment and it will be the third state to enact
abalitionist legislation in the past two yeas afier New Tersey
and New Mesica

Govemnar Pat Quinn signed the law on abalishing the death
penalty on March 9th and he dso commmied the death sentences
of the 15 men o death 1ow in the stale.

Minais has not caried on an execution since 1959 and it has
‘been the second highest mumber of such exoneraticns among
the USAS death penalty states. Ammesty Intemnational said it
agrees with Governor Quinn’s assessment that Illinais is taking
& impartant step forward in s histary

Norma Cruz

Women’s Human Rights Defender

Nama Criz leads a vomen's Tights arganization- Swvivars™
{F 5 based I Guatemala

City, the capital of Guatemala She fights for justice I cases

of vidence against wamen, in consequence, she has received

dozens of deaths threats. Unfortunately. there has been no

ogress m the mvestgation In the threats aganst her.

Since May 2009, Crnuz has received dozens of threats relating.
tothe Smvivas’ Foundation’s provision of legal assistcetna
gl whowas raped On 30 Augnst 2010, Norma Cruz received
2 death threat on her mokile phone. A man left 2 vaicemail
message saying that the head of her daughter would be
delivered toher

Kaddour Terhzaz

Retired Moroceo Military Officer

Kaddow Terhzaz the 73-yea-cld retired high-ranking
military officer in Marocen had been imprisoned since his
conviction by a military court in N ovember 2008, due to his
letter to Eing Mdhamed V1. calling on him to improve the
situation of foumer pilots who had been held captive by the
Palisario Frant. The comt found um gmlty of threatening
Maoroceo’s “external security” through divulging a secret
of “national defence” hence sentenced him to 12 years
imprisonment smce 2008

The crganization has been campaigning for the release
of Kaddowr Terhzaz for the last 15 manths. And K addonr
Tethzaz” son said “Amnesty International has followed
the case constanily, with no interruption for asking for his
father’s release. Al's repart, urgent actions, web action...
I would like tothank AT alot for everything. ™

Alejandro Seolalinde Guerra
Father
Father Alejandro Sdlalinde Guera is aCathdlic pwiest, as well
as directar of a migrants’ shelter thal was sef up 1o provide
mmaritanan assistance to migrants. He has dedicated his life
to moviding a place of safety for migrants. Because of his
wak Faher Sddinde has been continuously attacked and
harassed by the xenophoic members of local communities.
The anthorities have done linde to protect himy, o investigate
the threats against him.

Since 2008 Father Solalinde hes faced frequent intimidatian
Locd media often repart false staries Waming the shelter for
hoosing migrants who are suspected of cammitting criminal
offences. Father Solalinde has publicly condemned Mexican
officials’ treatment of iiregular migrants, making himself

NamaCnz has dsosad tha the increased atentian.
o her case throngh the Letter Writing Marathon has had a
paositive effect due to media attention. The media atention has
greatly helped morease ther profile and make people aware of
their simation She expects that because of the media focus, the

to attack and

The Global Writ-a-thon has changed the situation Father
Sclalinde receiving protection from two state-appainted
‘bodyguards to combat the harassment and threats he has received
fram

will have no ive but keep giving
bher rpanzaton protection, and 1o keep pusuing her case.

ic members of local cammunities for caying
oot Ius wak.
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Daal served five yeas of a pisan senfence for theft on death
Tow after her canwiction of nmrdering her father's female cousin
She initially confessed, b later recanted. diaiming hex boyfiend
Amur Hossem, persuaded her to confess by canvincing her that
he would be executed. She would not have been in most places,
being aminor, but this was not the case in Iran.

Darahi was once documented as saying “The anly face I seein
front of me every day is a wall Far three yeas, [ have been
defending myself with coloms foms and wards. These pantings
are an oath to a came that I did not cammit ™ She was only 17
years did when the murder tock place

After seving five years of a prison semence an death row after
her conwiction, Darahi was executed at 500 AM local tme in
May without prior noufication to her attamey and fammly. Tust
minutes before being hanged she was allowed to make a
desperate last phome call to her pavents, and she pleaded for
them tosave her fdllowed by the prison warden’s vaice infoming.
her paremts she was to be executed for her cimes immediately.
She was 22 when hanged

COVER STORY

You have seen what's been through with Zhao Lian Hal With
Al Wei Wei With Lin Xiao Bo. And there is Yong Vui Emg,
the Malaysian boy whoreceives litlle education A full stopwas
xobably wotten to Yong's shart life while you are reading this

Yes that was alife being given a full stap

And there ae situaiions and moments when a lof of us ae
given arders and resmicted People can only do certain things
but yom just cannot give up becanse there are people who can't
even Ty to do it. Pegple like Delera Darali, who sees only
walls every day, just donot have that right to try not even to
tak Then you may came to realize that you cannot pass up
any oppatunity to talk.

And when we have the right to make a difference, we have 10
e with them, shoulders toshoulders. towak hard towards our
goal by all means.

Yon are engaged too a you are picking up this magazine and
reading it. Please stat discussions with your fmends after
reading Do share this hike book-crossing by leaving it on a
pullic space so samedne else can pick it up and keep these
messages flowing.

This cover story is a new chapter for uws Let's stick

together, grow our public voices and choose to be the
change that changes the world
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Amnesty Intemnational Hong Kong youth engagement

series 01:

The Death Penalty Roundtable

5 young Roundtablers. 1 Moderator. 1 Topic.
Ideology. Philosophy. Value. Persepcfive. Context.

Venue. Amnesty International Club, Chinese International School, Braemar Hill, Hong Kong./!  Date. Feb 23,2011/ Moderator. LD: Leung Dont
Roundtablers, YW: Yi-Wei Liu, Year 13/ L: Lucas Tse, Year 12/ K: Kolleen Ku, Year 12/ A Amanda Li, Year 12/ E: Emily Tsui, Year 12

LD: Do you think sentencing some people to death penalty makes sense?

YW: [ think it is something that should be reserved for very a few cases. The (Yong Vui Kong) video we just saw, | thought it was very tragic. [ can’t
say out loud what | thought complete Ithink it deserve sume.__at least. . like murders, or serial killers that cause the death of many._ high
officers of Hitler regime mayhe | think they do deserve the death penaliy

L: I think it does make sume sense to say that you should totally outlaw capital punishment, but the arguments for the punishment
are often wrong I think because the fact that they did commit the crime, the fact that they are suitable for punishment .| dor't think that is prudent_

K: Personally | would he against but a lot of the arguments for do make serse. It is more of a matter of peracptions and your own morak It is rather a
more emotional debate.

YW: A lot of democracy is very expensive to maintain, but it is not really alegitimate argument against it. Some people say that criminals
should be treated as patients, and you are curing the patient by killing him. That is not right.

A:Sometimes it is an over-reaction by having such a small scale crime and expanding it into such a big punishment
E:1 read a book called "Dead Man Walking”. They did a study, which showed that with the increase ofexecutions of criminals, it is proportional to the

number ofcrimes committed every year. So the argument behind it is that the government committing an act of vioknce against an individual actually
gives out a wrung message. Therefure the deterrent argument crime is debatable

LD Is it difficult to kill?

YW: Its not difficult but it should be difficult. There are sanity and sacredness in human ife that should not be viokited. But in the cases of murders,
or mass murders, would have to disagree because life is so sacred. Fyou are prepared 10 kil or murder sumeune. you should be prepared to fursake
yourlife o violabe that sacredness.

Li One other idea would be the sodal contract kind of thing... Sume people would argue that when you first anter a democratic sociery, you @e
bestowed of same of the unalicnable rights, ane of them the right to lifc, right? But when you violate these laws, you arc violating the social contract.
Those things don't helong 0 you anymare ance you vidlate it

K: But dun't you think that by punishing murders to death, the thinking is just as low as thuse people..

Lt The act of killing sumeune is nut the paramount issue here. It is rather why you are killing that person. | guess it is not the actual aat of killing that
matters, is the intension behind it,

YW: Let's say the assassins of Lincoln and Martin Luther King as an example. All of them helicved that ther attempts were correct. They are paticnts
to be treated rather than criminals or evil persons that cannot be cured. Some people are good peuple, that are infecied and bdicve that they are
the right thing.

Li1fl were a Jihad, 1 would think that serving justice by being faithful to Allah. But coming from a largely western-influenced background would sound
ahsurd. How could you crash a plane into a building? But to them, it's perfectly just. Individual intent is not the anly factor tobe considered. The deeper
question of whether capital punishment as manifestation of the law is an application of the social norms to the people. In different countries, you
can be punished to death for very different crimes.
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LD: | wonder what your thinking would be i you were hrought upin Singapore.
L I will be very diffcrent. The books we read, the teachers we have: Morality varies geographically,

A: 1 Decre brought up in Singapore and possibly indoctrinated 1o accept death penalty, would ithe ukay tojustify death penalty by saying social narms
are different in every country?

YW | am against itpersonally becase | believe to a certain degree of universaliry ofbasic rights of people. Currently we have the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights as the basic construat. | don’t think it is perfect but | do believe we shouldnt respect cultures tw the degree that we condone things
like stoning . | dont care if it is a social norm for yuu to kill a weman believing Christianity because that violates universal rights that generally pushes
our race o a higher standard of human lives.

L: 1 agree with him. There 3 tradition in Africa there that whan your husband died, you have to have sex with his brother to purify the family

LD: It is ahsurg

L: It sounds absurd But the women act totally normal when sume peoplk: feel pity fur them becanse that is part of their daily life.

K: | can see how impesing western traditions onto more traditional and conservative countries can be seen as cultural imperialism. But I think that the
universal decoration ofhuman rights over-rules that. We are talking ahout a matter of choice.

LI In Yongs case. the Judge cannot du anything because of the mandatory death sentence. Should we allow flexibility when we come acrossa case like
Yong who isan young iterate?

E: Itwasn'treally his ovn fault. You don't get to choose which family you were born intw. The circumstances kind of force you to act. h issociety’s faul
fux trapping them in this vicious cirde.

L: According to that argument, ne e should ever be judged for anything because the world is a machine that you can't control anything, But sodiety
doesn’t work that way You are subjecting everything to a previous causation.

Y'W: In terms of death penalty, it is not just a matter of letting him free or killing him. It is quite obvious that Yong is a product of the circumstances.
LD: But he could not be excused because of how the law was written.

¥W: I knonw, and that'swhy | think the law is unjust. It is long term___ It isnot justlike we o kill this dude, we can save 14 million bucks. But its more
ifwee kil this dude, docs it increase the general standard of living for the people in the general trend?

e N P Y
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place than this! D,
sened the trapdoar an the

Simon Shen on“Once a Jolly Hangman:

ant 1o do the most?

Singapore Justice in the Dock”

In contrast to the authansed memairs and avicbiographies of
Singaparean leaders like Lee Kuan Yew and Goh Eeng Wee,
Alan Shadrake’s investipative repmt m the comiry’s judicial
system in general and its death penalty in particular
undoubtedly gives us a valuable first-hand account of the
hidden side of this intemnatinal metropalis.

As an imernational relations schda T am particulaly stuck
not arily by the book's description of the victims and hangmen,
‘but also by two of the anthor'’s observatians. One is the fact
that Smgapare has been among the countries that have offered
the greatest suppart to the military junta in Burma while
simultanecusly impaosing astict palicy — including the death
penaty for smmgglers — on the drug wafficking that is partalty
protected by the junta The other fact is that Singapare’s
anthoitanan govemance is camed out by “cvilian means”
in terms of using public funds to sue dissidents to the pant
of bankrupicy:

Coupled with the povernment’s patemnalistic rule these
observations sharply reveal the secrets behind Singapare’s
apparent communal hamony However, an increasing amount
of sodal tension has recently been obseved in the city-state
which has the highest income polaty afer Hong Kong amang
il the counmries and regions that are categarised a having ahigh
degree of luman development. 1f both the patemalistic system
described in the book and the high level of mcome polarty
cantinag, then Singapare’s 1ong-term stahility could be at risk.

T =

Dr Simaon Shen is @ Assoaae Pro-
fessar im the Depament of Sodal
Sciences, Hong Eang Instinnte of Edn-
cahon; Adnmet Assooate Professar
and Chief Coordinatar of the Master
of Global Pdlitical Economy Pro-
pramme, Chinese University of Hong
Eomg Heis aso the Fomding Chan-
cellar of Romdiable Instinate and Is
Netwark Educated af Oxford Univer-
sity and Yale University. his research
interests include Sino-American Rela-
tmes Contempaary Chinese Fareign
Pdicy Chinese Naionalism Anm-
Termism and Regional Secunity and
Extemnal Relahons of Hong Eong.

REVITALISING
THE ABOLITIONIST

MOVEMENT

After al these yeas. we ae stll debating whether the death penalty
should be abolished It goes without saying that abdlitionists and
advocaes ae divided into two imeconcilable camps. One suppans it;
the other opposes it. Neither side is ahle to convert the other It seems
tohave aimost become a waste of time to continue debating the issue.
Howeveg onhine conversation with Chang Chuan-fen, revealing
fhe dificult tokill with her new book was very thought provoking

As Chang says, We &e nx naive enongh tobelieve that every cimina
can be refamed, so that he ar she will never reoffend However, the
law can only carect misdeeds not evil intentions. It doesn’t have
junsdicion over & cimnal’s mmd. all, cminals are nman
beings Crime is an indelitie part of their nature

o P

This guy had been locked up.
Why the big fuss
about executing him?

2

Dont: Many peogie dare not adopt a fixed position abouat the death
penalty. It gm_aJJ depends on the circumstances of each case A
take a di fferent view concerning different cases. They
may say. '_‘Lﬁllmj committed aserions cime and he deserves 1o
de” o “That cime was less senous. The death sentence is probably
tooharsh a pumshment forit™

Fen: There is 2 sentence on the cover of my bodkc “The death penalty
is 2 temptation™ Tt expwesses my view thar the death penalty is a
process [ was not against capital punishment 1o begin with.

Dont: Why?

Fen: | began to ponder this issue senously when I wrote about the Su
TianHe casel It invdved foor conwicts who were sentenced to death.

It was believed that there was insufficient evidence apainst three of
them It was concinded that the fomrth, Wang Wen-Shian, was the real
mumderer I was definitely apainst the death penalty for the other three.

But what about Wang?1 started to ask myself am [ also against Wang's
death sentence?

Dont: “It
be soswe?

& concluded ™ neatdy highlights the question” ‘“How canwe

Fen: Exaclly Often alegd case teaches us to be humble sbout the
wuth In the voluminoos dossier sbont the Su case, there is me file
that seems 10 be the least impartant the one abom Wang's execution.
Onily one thing is documented in that file the kalling of this man. It
contaned same photos, ke 2 senes of stills from amovie. Wang with a
Tesensfil expwession, getting into the prison van eating his last meal

Therefore we begin to realise that any discussion about capital
punishiment mwst tanscend practicalities, such as thelaw and the crime
rate. Instead, it mmst focus on a deeper level our conceps of crime ad
homanity’s innate urge for revenge as well & issues like punishment,
forgveness, atonement and retibution. Only by explanng these topics
can socety discuss capital punishment in a mature way.

and writing his last wards. Then Wang blindfolded Finally Wang
lying on the gromd Heeding with oneslipper an and the other missing.
I suddenty found it all sonidiculoos! Thes guy had been locked up We
“on the outside™ were safe. Why wake him up ane maming and make
so much foss @bowr killing kim? My questioning of the death penalty
began there. Why dowe need capital punishment?

“Those who support
the death penalty often visualise
heinous crimes in their minds™

Dont: We probably deal with serious crimes like this as a way o
reasswe owselves. An impulse that seems to came fram nowhere wees
peopile to dispose of such offenders swiftly and mercilessly by Is that
what you mean by “temptation”™?

Fen: As1seeit same of the 12asons why its advocates believe in capital
pashment are that firstly villams shoold be punished and justice is
“an eye far an eye™ The death penalty is therefore a valid way to
exercise justice. In fact | also agres that good deeds should be rewarded.
and bad deeds punished But the retnibution should be proportianate.
It must also be consistent with proper legal procedures. Secondly its
suppartess hope severely punishing wrongdoers will protect society.
They almost believe the death penalty is asource of security A friend
of mine was once robbed of her wallet in the UE. She reported it
to the pdlice. The next day. she received a call from a govermnment
department to askif she needed free counselling Whar victims need
is a victim-suppart system?. it means that, when I suffer a blow, T
don’t hawe to bear it on my own The government will use public
resources tohelpme. Only a society with a victim-support
system can make me feel really safe Thirdly from the paint of
view of the victim’s family the death penalty is a consolation. Like
other members of the public I'm affad of being the victim of a
crime. and 1 sympathise with the families of victims. Nevertheless,
I think the real solution is to set up a victim-suppart system, give
vicims substantial rights and help, suppart them with a system.
Capital punishment is not the solution. It's merely a smoke Screen.
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If the death penalty is the only way we can Take care” of a rmuder
victim's family how do we care far the victims of other types of
crime and their relatives?

Dont: It's about “taking care” psychalogical care. Asking what
their needs are, instead of clinging 1o capital punishment as a kind
of so-called “cae™. It seems we have doulle standards aboot what
“taking care’ means.

Fen: You're right Most discussions about the death penalty focus o
ways to punish ciminals. Since the death penalty is the ultimate
punishment people get a sense of pleasure about the thought of
“executing them on the spot™.

“Revenge is part of human nature”

Dont: After all iminds ave also pegple Crime is an ineffaceate apect
of their nature. We should purnish exireme evil: bat the focus should be
the causes of extreme evil, how does a person end up this way?

Fen: I agree. Once we're mreoccupied by the idea of puushment. we
tend to neglect the varions social aspects of come ad demand that
criminals should bear all the respansitility By saying this, I'm not
frying to exculpate criminals. Criminals also have free will and no
doubr they have done immedeemabie ham to others. Nevertheless, if
we g0 on neglecting the social stucwres that canse crime, it's no use
aHIng to asafe sociefy.

Dont: Many pegple can't forgive those who commit serious They
even assert that such mistakes can't be carected unless the culpits ae
execated. What do you think?

Fen: It's commonly believed that abdlishing the death penalty is
tantamont to forgiving the Immates on death row. Some even think
we are asking the victim’s family to forgive them I regard forgiveness
as a noble virtue. But nobody has the right to ask victims or
their relatives to forgive. Fargiving is not the responsibality of victims:
or their families. I Aways object to fargiveness being advanced as a
reasan for abdlishing the death penalty. Of cowse we shouldn't negate
the value of farpveness. which is still a quality warth yeaming for I
do not oppese the death penalty because [ forgive the convics o feel
anguished that they are gaing 1o be executed Rather it's because the
availahility of life imprisconment a5 a less-detimental sentence means
that capital punishment is excessive.

Dont: We have talked about propationate remibmtion. But what is
mopationate? Many argue that only “alife for alife™is propartionate.

Dont: That's a homibie sort of pleasure, because it overshadows
other needs, ike the need to take care of the victim'’s family.

Fen: Those who suppart the death penalty often visnalise the detals
of heinous cimes m ther minds. The mass media often feed these
imaginings by playing up the huid aspects of the aime and labelling
the wrangdoer & a “beast”. sameane who doesn’t deserve any human
mights, rather than a human being However, these so-called heinous
cimes are often distartions of what really tock flace What the masses
yeam for is that such ghastly cumes should be punished But in reality
they actually pat to death a iving human being, not an Incamation of
evil In this sense, the death penalty is rather like witch-hunting

Fen: Some may advocate an eye for an eye ahﬁelclall.fe Ifthis
mincigle were tobe ished, then i

and was sentenced 1o five years of Imprisonment, I could object 1
could say: ‘1 don’t want him locked up. I want 1o beat him up wmtl
e is seriously injured!” Could a victim of sexual crime ask for the
perperaia 1o be sexually assaulted in a cerfain way” Obviously &
eye for an eye is not aprevalent foom of justice. Naor is it practicable.

Daont: To be honest some would prefer to bear the hell owt of a
criminal rather than see him jailed Many believe that imprisonment
1s toolenient for cuminals.

Fen: I believe revenge is of human nanwe However I couldn™
imagine what would happen if we let this sentiment run wild How
could a society continue to fmction? In fact the entire legal syst
is designed to constrain human instincts and human namre It's nor
‘because we are such notle creatures; it’s si ‘becase we e well
w are that astate ruled by the law of the jmgle would do nobody any
good. In cther wards, punishment isn't meant to satisfy the sentimental
‘mopensity of the victim o culprit. even though both you and I may
‘have that propensity.

Dent: Inevitably, we have to consider the level of public discossion
about the death penalty in Chinese societies

Fen: Amms the various Chinese societies; the death penalty has been
abalished in Hong Emng On the other hand, China is a gigantic black:
‘bax As for Tawan, it used 10 be a non-issue. Althoush miscamiages

«of justice have come to light occasionally and raised questions sboat
the legal system. all the opuaon pals an the subject m Tawan have
‘roduced ridiculous resuls. When you ak peopie whether they tust
Taiwan’s legd system, mast of them will say “No™ But if you ask
them whether they suppart the death penaity, they will aswer “Yes™
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It wasn't until last year tha the issue really attwacted atention and
aonsed discussion Despite alar of emotiond hot 2, raiond reiection is
‘taking root everywhere T have made abomt 20 speeches since my bogk
was published I dways fed the audiences are rational and they are
‘willing to discuss the issue. That's very encowraging tome. In Taiwan,
wenmfnmmgﬂulegﬂs)xtan incluging the imbalance between
‘the poves of in criminal

Aonement in cases m‘manzgeu[mce Recemly the mechaniem
for appointing and removing judges came under Teview Although it
W& amaa setback when executions restarted last year in temms of
the debate of 1deas, we're still malang progress. In ay case soqa
didognes must never stop [ always believe that abdlishing the death
penalty isn't just about abolishing the death penalty, it also represents
the emergence of anew wald view, anew concept of fustice.
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The Sulian-He case was amaor ciminal case in Taiwan in the 1990s.
Su Tia-He Liou Bing Lang and Tuang Lin Shimn were sentenced to
death for gang robbery, rape and murder InJanmary 2003, the Sumweme
Comt of Tawan vithdrew the ariginal sentence and declared them not
gulty However they were later sentenced to death apan In 2007,
the Supreme C ourt suspended their death sentences. In October 2010,
three of the defendams were declared not guilty after a remiad In
December, Ammesty Intemnational issued a statement wging Tawan's
arthanties to lodk into the flaws of the judica proceedings in this
case, including the exraction of confessions under duress. For details
of this case. see- hip/fwww hsichik-trio wl tw/index php

Having studied vanous vicim-suppat systems aroumd the wald,
Tang ﬁnrm the best urnmm usually cnvar three aspects: financid
ing and legal aid
ShesaysGummyhasﬁwbst:ystm “Gemmany’s vicim-protection
SySTEm DOSSesses a very important insight aw areness of the diversity
of victims and their families Same victims may want to go to the comt
‘tosee justice done whereas others don’t want totestify m case it canses
them firther suffering An emphasis on tallaring the system to seve
‘the wictim is therefore very important. There’s no ahsdiute standard of
night and wrong, It depends on the victim's individnal needs or wishes

ing the case. It's the dury to provide necessary
assistance_ If a victim persists in pressing charges, then the government
will ovide legd ad If otherwise the vicm may Teceive specific
help For example he or she may be given the chance 10 make a
camglete affidavit in a single session, rather than having to suffer
further donmg the proceedings ™

et Te: Fred Lam Trandasian: Ervies Wag

The Death Penalty:
Our Distance from Justice

1t was probably due to the generd isnmance about the issue in Hmg
Kong — no ane here had been sentenced to death during the 45 yeas
since 1966, and the death penalty was famally abalished in 1993 — bt
Defare reading this bodk T thought abalitian of the death penaty was a
‘global wend But 1t tums out] was wiong. In Taiw an. Its adv ocates are
mmch mare vociferous than the abolitianists. Chanu Chuan-fen’s
(389%%) The Difficulty of Slaughter (literal ranslarion, originally listed
& HEEHE) is a abditionist ralying cuy. It is a hard one to give
waice 1o but 1t is humble yet resclute.

It has never been easy 1o appeal for mercy for a felon. [ am reminded
of Mr Leung Yiu-chung the anly LegCo Member who was willing
10 speak out for juvenile life-termers. Both he and the convicts were
cold-shouldered It is even harder to stand up for flagrant offenders
who have been condemmed to death Although the abolition of the
death penalty is astated long-term ided for Taiwan, the Minister of
Tustice Wang Ching-feng. stimred up a heated debate when he
refused 1o cary oul death sentences last year. He was berated by
capital punishment advocates like Pa Ping-ping, and he was evenmually
forced toresign Subsequently, nine of the 44 mrisoners on death row
were executed under a new mumuster. The road fo abalition remamns
an arducus one.

Against this backdiop The Difficulty of Slanghter covers issues
like the controversy smrounding the death penalty the low quality
of the judicial system, the inevitahility of miscaiages of justice. the
‘tumped-up charges, the logpholes in existing laws, and the influence
of the media an the courts. The book focuses less an emotional appeals
than the defects in the system That is probaiy the reasm why the
ibdmm]s!mnmnaihsadvangemmﬂwmmmsmm
Tational d iam in the: tends 1o be at

whenitis with pubiic fear and aswﬂlmbyt‘ne
grief of the victims’ relatives.

The main pant of the conroversy is to seek justice. And what is
justice? Does the death penalty exemplify and defend justice? Or does
it undemmine and besmirch it? If we presume that the judicial system
is dways infallitle and thar the nuth will evenmally be revealed few
people would oppose panishing vicious and unrepentant criminals with
demmnummdmmmmmu cases of improper
judicial are not of justice are nov
rare and criteria for Imposing penalties are not consistent. Tudgments
‘about aperson’s life and death based on such asystem are the Achilles”
‘hesl of capital punishment Tustice is indeed farther aw ay from us than
we imagine. The Difficulty of Slaughter cites various suspicious cast
and includes an interview with death row inmate Teng Cheng-gong in
an atempx to use them to explare how justice should be implemented.

To Hong Eang people the death penalty is an nrelevant issue.
However life and justice are always relevant. This book remninds me of
the controversy about ewthanasiain Hong Kong the juvenile canvicts
mentioned above and issues like police power and the media’s
ofessional ethics. T recommend it to you.

Fred Lam is the Chief C: i C ity,
almalmmawrmtaﬁmzm
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Singapare is certainly a unique comuy. It is commanly regarded a8 an
elite sodety that does everything efficiently and speedily. Well there
15 a kind of “efficiency™ and “Speed™ about the way it hangs seven

SINGAPORE....SINGAPORE....
What images does the name conjure up?
A well-educated population?

Strict laws? Clean streets?

State-owned industries? ruerucu.

Deterrence

pisoners & atme After dl thar shartens the time they !
on death row. and it speeds up the entire execution process, sothat more
peqpie can be put to death.

In fact & an elite socety. Singapore ties to be different from others
In many vays. [t emlxaced “Asian Values™ m the 1990s by adopting a
umigue paitical idedogy that reflects it culmre Meanwhile, it tries 1o
mantan its regional influence by inviting foreign professionals towark
there In arder to make the aty & mtemational and mmiti-cultural &
possible 2 kand of melting pot of races and cultures. But, lodang mare
deegiy is Singaparean sodety redly as intemational s it first appears
tobe?

To help you refresh your memary Yong Vi Eong a 22-year-dld
Maaysian 15 an death row becanse he rought 47 grams of dlanapiune
(herain) mto Singapare when he was aged 19.

Yone's case challenped Sinpapare’s legd system. becanse it created a
sensation in the community, and it led to a campaign tosave his life It
aso rased pubiic awareness of ad spured discussion abomt Singapare’s
capital punishment regime. Quite a2 number of “Save Vui Eong™
campagns were launched, together with several websites hosted by hus
supparters and peopie who have been following his case since day e
I am not paing to malyse Yong's case in depth here. That has dready
‘been done by cthers. But has it caused you to think about Singapare’s
mandaay death penalty pdlicies? What does “mandatory™ mean in this
context? How can 15 grams of herain result in a death penalty that will
mevent cume?

Under Singapare’s Misuse of Drugs Adt, anyme found in possession
of mare than 15 grams of heran 15 presumed to be traffickng and will
be semtenced to death, repardless of whether ar not there is any roven
intention of selling ar distibuting the drugs. This allows the judge no
disgenon to consider the penalty ‘Mandatary™ in Singapare law also
means offenders who are found in possession of tha amomt of dugs
can't defend themselves

Although criminals convicted of offences such as murder and
unlaw fully discharping fireams e also sentenced to death according
10 the Think Centre. a Singaporean cvil mights proun about 70 percent
of hangings in the country are for drug offences! Is that the right way 10
wea alife tha has pone wrong?

e T (302 A 12

e
o p——

C o Amnesty 's repart Singapare - the Death
Penalty: A Hidden Tdll of Executions, the Singapare Government stated
that “the death penalty plays a key role in deterring organised dmg

icates fram i in Singapare and keeps the drug
situahm under contrdl. ">

Deterrence 15 ane of the man reasons why countries like Singapore still
wactice capital punishment A1l of them claim that the death penalty acts
i a deterrent to other potential offenders. Honestly, how many offenders
actually think about the law and consider the cansequence befire they
commit a crime? And shoald 15 grams of hercin o another quantity of a
drug give the right t0 end someane § life? Since when have we taken life
and death decsions so easily?

A person who vidates aspedific law should be reparded as sameone who
thinks imationally who has a different mindset to others that leads him
ox her to make decsions and obtam their goals by Mlegitimate means. An
offender usually decides torisk the consequences of being caught because
of his or her immediate need for the benefits of committing a crime,
situational factars, or even simple excitement. Hence, the death penalty
is not a geneval deterent 1o aiime. Instead, offenders should be weated &5
patients whoneed re-education and rehahilitation, rather than people who
need tobe hanged

Futhemmore not al drug trafickers are well educated and Imowledgeahie.
‘They may not even know zbout the law and the consequences they will
have to face if they are caught. as Yong was. Isn’t this 2 pood

ity for the 0 17 Prisan provides them
with aplace and a chance toTepent and repay society for what they have
done. The death penalty obviously deprives them of their anly
oppoartunity to do this.

A valuahle homan life should not be ended because of a certain quantity

of a “wafficked” dmg. After all alife is a life. Every life is unique and

vauahle The threat of ending it should not be used as a tool to achieve

other obyectives, for example deterrmg potential offenders. A modemn and

civilised comiry should stop revenge killings. Instead, it should use
i & ameans of ilitation Tather than revenge

Since we were small we have been tald to respect every smgle ife and
thar killing is wrong and unaccepralie So why do same governments
regard killing offenders as legaly and marally right?

Saprpers Do ety Soedid = Shema: Rt b by v bt o ke i Aol 1424
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JASMINE BLOSSOMING.
THESE ARE THE HAPPENINGS.

EGYPT

The way Egyptians have taken to the streets in unprecedanted numbers to demand dignity, human rights and sucial justice has heen an inspiration to
oppressed peuples everywhere. Congratulate the protesters for their extraordinary courage and commitment t0 achieve fundamental chang

TUNISIA

On

tarch 7th, 2011, Tunisid’s prime minister has appuinted a new government, the third carctaker administration since the overthraw of authoritarian
Eader Zine ol-Abidine Ben Al in January.

Amnesty International has

» called for immediat

unlawiul killin

dependent investigations as it released a report dictailing
srmer President Ben

and acts of brutality by Tunisian security forces during

the prutests in December and January that kd to the departure

ed on the carctaker au

ritics to allow Tunisians to cxpress their apinions and participate in peaceful protests without fear of

injury or arbitrary arrest.

BAHRAIN

Hundreds

f anti-protestors are reported to have been injured due to Bahrain security forces crackdown, as well as Bahraini human rights activists
sus death calls in mid-March.

raccived ano:

Amnesty nternational has called on

« the governments of Bahrain and & 2 in Bahrain

di Arabia to immediately restrain their security forcesafter an anti-government prote ster was shot
lately and many others sust

ed gunshot injuries

rities 1o hold sccurity forces accountable over the use

xcessive force afier police fired rubber bullets at close range at demenstrators

LIBYA

At the Tunisia Libya burder, a heaving crush of thousands of people anxious to leave the insecurity o

bya gathered in no-man’ land and on the Libyan

side of the bord

shdier and safetyin Tu

CHINA

Ching’s recent crac

on 2 March, 2011

ust were young men, principally migrant workers from Tunisia and Egypt. They were desperate to go home ar find

Amncsty International has urged the Libyan authoritics to cese using excessive force to suppres anti-government protests.

wn un fureign joumalists reporting potential “Jasmine Revolution” shows that the government fears of any popular protest. Over

100 activists in China have been detained or placed under surveillance by the palice since mid-k

bruary. Five activists in criminal detention are at risk of

and ather ill-treastment.

Amnesty International ...

rities to release detained a mediately and unconditional

ists in

« calling on aut v unless the authorities can show reasonable grounds for suspecting

them of having committed an inemnationally-recognizable criminal offence

+ urging the authori

ties to ensure they have access to family, legal representati

n of their cheice, and any medical carc they may require;

hos men

guaranice 4

d names will not be tortured or ill-treated while they remain in custody;

rging the authoritics to take effective measures to guarantee freedom of expression, association and assembly in line with Chings Constitution and the

ternational Covenant on Civil and

ical Rights which China has signed and declared an intention to ratify.
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“Once a Jolly Hangman:
Singapore Justice in the Dock”
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