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FROM THE
EDITOR-
IN-GHIEF

2015 was the year of the refugees crisis. Along the Mediterranean Sea, you can see an influx
of Syrian refugees arriving in Europe after a perilous sea journey or dead bodies found washed
ashore. You can also see the Syrian refugees arriving in Western Europe after going through
multiple and haostile borders. In Asia, the Rohingya refugees flee persecution in Myanmar by
boat. However, some South East Asian countries pushed their overcrowded vessels back from
their shores and prevented them from disembarking. After sparking an international outcry,
the South East Asian countries provided humanitarian shelter to the Rohingya refugses on a
temporary basis.

Diversity of views are found regarding these refugee issues. Some may focus on its root causes
and urge to stop wars and solve international political disputes. Some insist holding relevant
countries to account and absolving poor countries or countries which have not been involved
in disputes. Some think refugees are poor and we cannot neglect them.

Before 1997, Hong Kong still provided shelter for the Vietnamese refugees. | learnt about
humanitarianism when | was a teenager at that time. Years later, | realized that | learnt a
paramount human rights concept which must be firmly defended. How does the Hong Kong
government deal with the refugee's issues today? We feature relevant international human
rights treaties and examples in this issue so as to provide the public with more information and
insights to this question.

Wie P




IN FOCUS

REFUGEES AND
HUMAN RIGHTS

There are persons forced to leave their homes and
seek protection elsewhere due to wars or persecution
every day. How do international human rights treaties
protect the rights of refugees?

RIGHT TO SEEK ASYLUM

“Everyone has the right to seek and to enjoy in other
countries asylum from persecution®, stipulated by
article 14(1) of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights.

THE REFUGEE CONVENTION DEFINES REFUGEE

Asylum seekers can only obtain refugee status by
recognition of the screening mechanism. Accaording to
the United Nations 1951 Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees ("the 1951 Refugee Convention®)
and the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of
Refugees ("the 1967 Protocol"), refugees are persons
‘owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion, is outside
the country of his nationality and is unable or, owing to
such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection
of that country”.

However, this definition does not apply to persons
committing "a crime against peace, a war crime, or a
crime against humanity, as defined in the international
instruments', "a serious non-political crime outside the
country of refuge prior to his admission to that country
as a refugee” ar " has been guilty of acts contrary to the

purposes and principles of the United Nations".

RIGHTS PROTECTED BY THE 1951 REFUGEE CONVENTION

The 1951 Refugee Convention requires the State Parties to protect the
legal identity and rights of refugees including non-discrimination, non-
refoulement, freedom from expulsion, right to property, freedom of
association, access to courts, right to work, fair wages, housing, public
education and social welfare etc. The State Parties shall cooperate
with the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR).

As this Refugee Convention was adopted in 1951, the scope of
protection was relatively narrow. The core international human rights
treaties have expanded the scope of protection along with the
development of international human rights laws.

NON-REFOULEMENT PRINCIPLE

If a country refuses to protect an asylum seeker and return him/her to
their original country where there is risk of torture, this will breach the
core international human rights treaties, because freedom from
torture is an absolute right and cannot be derogated in all
circumstances. Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) enshrines that "no one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment”.

Moreover, article 3(1} of the UN Convention against Torture and Other
Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (UNCAT)
stipulates that "no State Party shall expel, return ("refouler") or
extradite a person to another State where there are substantial
grounds for believing that he would be in danger of being subjected to
torture". To determine whether there are such grounds, article 3(2) of
the UMNCAT states that "the competent authorities shall take info
account all relevant considerations including, where applicable, the
existence in the State concerned of a consistent pattern of gross,
flagrant or mass violations of human rights".

PROTECTING CHILD REFUGEES

Besides, the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (LINCRC})
entitles child refugees to humanitarian aid and the right to family
union. Its article 22(1) reads as follows: "States Parties shall take
appropriate measures to ensure that a child who is seeking refugee
status or who is considered a refugee in accordance with applicable




international or domestic law and procedures shall, whether
unaccompanied or accompanied by his or her parents or by any other
person, receive appropriate protection and humanitarian assistance in
the enjoyment of applicable rights set forth in the present Convention
and in other international human rights or humanitarian instruments
to which the said States are Parties".

PROTECTING WOMEN REFUGEES

The Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
oversees the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) by State Parties.
It explains in its General Recommendation 32 that the State Parties
are obliged {o protect women refugees, asylum seekers and stateless
waomen from discrimination.

PROTECTING LGBT REFUGEES

Pursuant to the UNHCR's Guidance Note in 2008, it affirms that LGBT

persons may be recognized as a “particular social group® and thus are
entitled to protection under the 1951 Refugees Convention. n

INADEQUATE PROTECTION FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS IN HONG KONG

Although the UN has repeatedly called for the extension of the 1951
Refugees Convention and the 1967 Protocol to Hong Kong, the Hong
Kong government rejects this recommendation. However, the core
international human rights treaties mentioned beforehand are
applicable in Hong Kong.

For instance, the Hong Kong government is obliged to protect so that
“no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment" as stipulated by the ICCPR and its domestic
law Hong Kang Bill of Rights Ordinance.

The Hong Kong government has implemented a "Unified Screening
Mechanism" to determine claims for non-refoulement protection. But
it is criticized by the UN and local civil society and its implementation
needs to be improved.

For instance, numerous UN committees are concerned about
refugees and asylum seekers in Hong Kong. In its concluding
observation in December 2015, the UN Committee against Torture

urged the Hang Kang government to "review
the non-refoulement claim  screening
procedure in order to ensure that persons in
need of international protection, including
those fleeing indiscriminate viclence, are fully
protected against refoulement”, particularly to
“enhance the fairness and transparency of the
screening process'. (Para 7) 1z In addition, in
its concluding observation in 2014, the UN
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights urged the Hong Kong government to
‘adopt legislation on asylum seekers and
refugees in order to improve their enjoyment
of economic, social and cultural rights,
granting them access to legal employment,
including vocational training, and adeguate
housing'. (Para 42) 3

Footnote

{11 UN High Commussioner for Refugess (UNHCR). UNHCR
Guidance Note on Refugee Claims Relating to Sexual Onentation
and Gender ldentity. 21 Nevernber 2008.

2] UN Committes against Torfure. Concluding observations on the
fifth periodic report of China with respert to the Hong Kong Special
Adrministrative Region. 9 December 2015,

[31 UN Commitiee on Economic, Soctal and Culfural Rights,
Concluding observations on the second peniodic repart of China
inciuding Hong Kong and Macao. 13 June 2014,
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THE ROHINGYA,
REFUGEES IN ASIA

ILLUSTRATION BY CHAN MAYDOY

WHO ARE THE ROHINGYA PEOPLE?

lhe Rohingya mostly live in Myanmar's Rakhine state, and account
for approximately 2.5% of Myanmar’'s population. The Rohingya,
who are Muslim, are a religious and ethnic minority in predeminantly
Buddhist Myanmar,

Ihe Rohingya are deprived of nationality under the 1982 Citizenship
Act by the Myanmar government. They are regarded as "Bengalis’,
implying that they are all migrants from Bangladesh. Hence most of
the Rohingya are stateless persons and have lost their civil rights.

You! Not Burmese!

THE ROHINGYA FACE WIDESPREAD PERSECUTION AND VIOLENCE

The Rohingya have been subject to viclence by the Myanmar
government and non-state actors including arbitrary arrest, being
expelled, forced evictions, forced labour, rape and viclence etc. For
instance, there were attacks against the Rohingya and other Muslims
largely by local Buddhist civilians in Rakhine state in 2012, Over
125,000 Rohingya and other Muslims were forced from their homes,
I'he authorities have not conducted an adequate investigation into the
violence, or brought those responsible to justice.

ESCAPE FROM PERSECUTION BUT REMAIN IN DANGER

The Rohingya have no option but to escape from their homes. Yet, as
they do not have passparts, they can only get onto the boats of human
traffickers, and try to be smuggled to Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia,
Bangladesh and Australia.

The sea journey is just the beginning of another nightmare. The
Rohingya are subjected to horrific abuse at the hands of human
traffickers including severe beatings, insufficient food and water,
refused access to toilets and showers and even being killed.

In the past few years, countries including Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand have avoided receiving the Rohingya refugees, pushed
overcrowded vessels back from their shores and prevented
thousands of desperate people from disembarking, or even sending
them back to Myanmar. This has consequently sparked international
concems. The Indonesian and Malaysian governments have
provided shelter to the Rohingya refugees on a temporary basis till
May 2016. However the future of the Rohingya remains uncertain.

Thallard

Indoaesia




INTERVIEW:
MAE SOT REFUGEES |
IN THE EYES OF
A HONG KONG &
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT

@/ Amnesty International Hong Kong
A/Wong Yuet Yee

Looking back to the past, how did you spend your summer holidays
during your secondary school life? Last year, in a team of 5, Wong
Yuet Yee went to be a volunteer at Mae Sot (a city situated on the
border of Thailand and Myanmar) and visited Burmese refugees
together with her teacher and other high school students. What a
special and different Form 4 summer vacation.

Why did you join the volunteer tour to Mae Sot?

My teacher invited me to join the volunteer tour. In the very
beginning, when | knew that | would have to leave my home for
30 days, | simply felt that being way too long. Nevertheless, | still
decided to join it in the end, mainly based on 2 reasons. First, |
was really interested in the programme of the tour - volunteer for
school refurbishment, which includes oil painting, wood cutting
and roof repairing. Second, | wished to broaden my vision and
was eager to get some volunteering experience abroad. Through
this | hoped to grasp the opportunity to know whether those
backward places are in reality different from what | had
contemplated.

Why did the Burmese refugees whom you met leave
Myanmar? How are their lives in Mae Soi? Are there any
infringements of their human rights?

There is a refugee camp in Thailand which offers shelter to
Burmese refugess. Yet, it is closed to outsiders so we could not
get in. Those Burmese refugees who did not go to the refugee
camp stayed in the Mae Sot District.

THE CHICKEN BREEDER WHO GOT SUPPRESSED

Around 70% of people in Mae Sot are Burmese. The Burmese
refugees whom | met escaped either from civil wars or
government supprassion. For example, there was a Burmese
businessman who once had an excellent sale of his chickens in
Myanmar and therefore attracted jealousness from his
competitors. His chickens were then killed by his competitors
collaborating with the government. The businessman could no
longer run his business in Myanmar and therefore decided to
escape to Mae Sot.

NO LEGAL IDENTITY AND SUBJECT TO POLICE ABUSE

Most Mae Sot refugees work in convenience stores as well as
department stares, and earn basic-level wages; some others run
small businesses. They are able to enjoy basic living standards.
However, the biggest problem is that they have no legal identity
in Thailand since the Thai government rejects issuing identity
cards to them. Normally, the refugees try their best to stay away
from the palice. If they are unfortunately stopped by the police,
they have to pay to them to get relieved. Some Burmese told us
that they brought whiskey when going out so as to bribe the
police if needed.

POOR EQUIPMENT IN COMMUNITY OCCUPATIDNAL TRAINING

In Mae Sot, the most significant infringement of human rights
would be the right to receive education. The businessman
mentioned above now runs an occupational training school for
teenagers in Mae Sot supported by charity donations. Students
there are Burmese tesnagers and only a small of portion of them
know the Thai language. They learn knowledge about
maintenance and cannot have a holiday throughout the entire
year. The school has an iron sheet roof and has a severe lack of
electricity. It lacks light during cloudy days. The only teaching
equipment is the white board, but the board pens run out of ink!

CHARITY HOSPITALS PROVIDE FREE MEDICAL TREATMENT

There are government hospitals in Mae Sof, but the charge
there is oo expensive and unaffordable to the refugees.
However, the Mae Tao Clinic set up by charitable organizations
provides free medical treatment to the refugees. As Mae Sot is
located on the border of Thailand and Myanmar, sometimes
Burmese ambulances even transport patients to the Mae Tao
Clinic.

Would you share your experience of visiting the orphanage
and the girls’ hostel?

The orphanage we visited has a Christian background and
is run by foreign donations. The orphanage, a 2-storey house, is
quite big. A couple is in charge of the orphanage's
administration and responsible for taking care of the children.
There are some children with disabilities in the orphanage, who
sing carols, pray and play.




SELLING DAUGHTERS FOR MONEY

Although the local culture is quite male-dominant, the children
there are mainly boys instead of girls. The reason behind is
that girls are more "worthy". Some poor families sell their
daughters and most of these girls then work in the sex
industry. Therefore, the person-in-charge of the hostel said
that it would be really lucky to meet girls abandoned on the
street. |f they meet one, they would immediately bring her to
the orphanage or the girls’ hostel.

The girls' hostel also relies on donations from foreign countries.
A Filipina woman is responsible for its administration. The
hostel, which looks pretty similar to a school, is clean and tidy,
has a volleyball court and provides many musical instruments
for the residents' use. The hostel provides shelter to girls from
5 years old to 20-something. Some residents only stay at the
hostel during daytime and go back to their homes at night.

LACKING FORMAL EDUCATION, DREAMS REMAIN UNREACHABLE

Before visiting the girls” hostel, we originally planned to share
with them sex knowledge such as physical characteristics
during puberty, and play some games with them. However,
just before going to there, we knew that some of those
residents were in fact older than us so we were a bit worried
that it might seem too naive of us if we were going to play
games, Luckily, every girl, no matter how old she was, had a
great time in the ball games during our visit. Since their
English level was not that good, it made us hard to
communicate with each other, we turned out to have chosen
not to share about sex knowledge, but simply talk randomly
about dreams. Some of the girls wish to become doctors or
teachers in the future, Yet, it is disappointing that the hostel
seems not to be providing formal education to the girls,

THE GIRL MURDERED BY HER OWN MUM

Before visiting the hostel, there was a girl whose mother just
brought her to leave the place. We could not see her during
the visit. However, we heard bad news a few days later - the
person-in-charge of the hostel told us that the girl had a
quarrel with her mother and was subsequently killed by her.
The girl's dead body was even abandoned on the street.
Despite the fact that we had never seen the girl in person, we
still felt extremely astonished.

What can we do for them?

We cannot donate a great amount of money or improve
their production, nor can we provide any immediate
assistance. This is why the volunteer tour mainly focused on
psychological levels. We could only accompany them to play
and chat, hoping to leave a good memaory with them and
letting them feel the care from the outside world.

Do you have anything to add?

In fact, Mae Sot is not as backward as what | thought. There
are high-class hotels, mass shopping malls, great restaurants,
clean water and tidy utility shops. However, they are usually anly
visited by Thai people while the Burmese mainly buy cheap
goods from tiny shops.

THE "RUBBISH VILLAGE" NEXT TO THE "RUBBISH MOUNTAINS"

There are a few "Rubbish Mountains® in Mae Sot, which are as
tall as big shopping malls. Rubbish is everywhere in the muddy
soil and black puddles are omnipresent. What came along with
the nasty smell were crazily flying houseflies. We only stayed
outside the Rubbish Mountains but there were already 6-7
houseflies chasing us as soon as we got off the car. Although the
environment was so bad, there existed a "Rubbish Village"
where nearly 100 people lived. Those people fed pigs, grew
sweet corn for production of plastic bags. Children there picked
rubbish in the "Rubbish Mountains" so as to sell it and earn
moneay.

Extended Reading

Wong Yuet Yee. "Helping others? Or being helped?*

Lo Kit Ling. “Refugees are just beside you'. Ming Pao. 25
October 2015. (Chinese only).




INTERVIEW WITH
ELIANA, A FORMER
LGBTI REFUGEE

@/ Amnesty International Hong Kong
A /Eliana Rubashkyn

Why did you have to leave Golumbia and go to Taiwan and
Hong Kong?

| was born in Columbia. In recent years, the country has
become more open for diversity but the traditional violence
which has been deeply rooted in its culture still makes LGBTI
people highly vulnerable to various attacks and discrimination.

In my attempt of freely expressing my gender, | was always afraid
of being kicked out of my home. So | kept my secret until it was
simply impossible for me not to be myself freely outside my
home.

Tragically, in one of my attempts of expressing my gender
outside my home, | was attacked and stabbed on the streets of
Bogota. Since then, my fears of being the person | always
wanted to be gradually accumulated.

Something very unusual started to happen to me when | was 16
years old. My mother noticed that my breasts started to grow. A
doctor later found that | had had a hormonal anomaly. Yet, the
only thing done after the discovery of my hormonal anomaly was
to find binders to hide my breasts so that | could look like a boy.

However, my desire to be myself and to be able to represent my
gender took me to take a very extreme decision - to leave
everything aside and go far away to start a new life, a place
where | can be born again. Thanks to my outstanding academic
results, | got a scholarship which allowed me to live and stay
indefinitely in Taiwan. | also became able to leave my home
country lawfully.

In Taiwan, a doctor found that | bore a medical condition called
'Ovotestis’, which means that | have both male as well as female
chramesomes and one of my testes was a functioning ovary.
Since then, my 6-month gender transition has been extremely
smooth. Since the photo in my passport could no longer
compute my identity, the Taiwan Immigration Authorities
requested me to get a new passport in order to continue living in
Taiwan. As Taiwan does not hold any diplomatic relations with
my home country, | did not have another option but to travel to
Hong Kong where the closest Columbian consulate was located.

l
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My ordeal started on that day. That was the worst nightmare in
my life,

On 16 September 2014, after landing in Hong Kong, due to a
seemingly fraudulent documentation, | was detained and got
placed in the male section of the detention facility in the airport.
Even more horrible was that | was subsegquently sexually
abused by 2 male officers. After that, | faced deportation back
to Columbia.

| sent a Facebook message to Amnesty International Hong Kong
and Rainbow Action of Hong Kong, requesting them to protect
me from being deporied to Columbia.

After a series of negotiations, | was allowed to stay in Hong
Kong. Yet, since my passport had been seized and | only stayed
in Hong Kong with a limited visa, | was facing the risk of being
deported back to Colombia when the visa deadline was
reached.

Finding myself in a labyrinth, | was encouraged to apply as a
refugee to avoid deportation to Columbia. My case was so strong
in the eyes of the UNHCR that | was granted refugee status
within @ month. But | could see, it was very hard for other
refugees to find countries which would allow them to be
resettled in.

A year later, | was allowed to resettle in New Zealand. | have got
married and | am now living my life as | have wished for so long
- being able to "be" the true Eliana.

How do you think about the services provided by the Hong
Kong government and the UNHCR? Did any discrimination
occur?

It is indeed very challenging to be a transgender and
intersex refugee, since many refugees whom you have to live
with actually come from countries with strong traditional and
religious values.

Also, having an ambiguous gender often makes you very
vulnerable, even more when you use facilities and other related




DIGNITY, A LUXURY

FOR REFUGEES ?

—AN INTERVIEWWITH
_ TARIQ MEHMOOD

*| used to run a business in Pakistan and owned over 4,000 km

services associated to refugees in refugee camps which tend to
be segregated by gender, like the toilets.

Transphobia is deeply ingrained in the immigration service of of farmland. God gave me everything | needed and wanted. In
the Hong Kong government. | was offensively addressed as a 2007, | was kidnapped by Taliban. They asked for a ransom of 5

/‘1 male, segregated in a male section in the airport prison and million Pakistani Rupees. | was really lucky that | escaped and
sexually abused. All of these stem fram my gender identity. survived.”

The UNHCR, on the other hand, handled my case very —= Tarig said he became the chairperson of The Hong Kong Society
sensibly and they fully respect my gender, experience and for Asylum-Seekers and Refugees (HKSASR) because he "had
condition. nothing to do",

"Here, | had no friends and family. [As an asylum seeker], | was

__,,--""" not allowed to work. | could not even volunteer. | could not learn.

How can we support LGBTI asylum seekers and refugees? | lost almost 10 years here. | also lost everything in Pakistan. |

was not even allowed to leave Hong Kong, There was nothing

refugees and asylum seekers could do. We did not have any

— rights and life. | just wanted to do something for the people who

fled for their lives. | wanted to do something especially for the
children.”

| believe that the most important thing that we need to do

is to ensure LGBTI refugees receive proper treatment and get a

positive outcome after they have claimed asylum. Training the y

/ staff who evaluate asylum claims, as well as those resettlement
/ -~ staff and programme officers, is of utmaost importance.

X

HKSASR is an organization run by asylum seekers and refugees.
Working along with lawyers, academics and students, the
= organization improves the rights of asylum seekers and refugees,
promotes cooperation amongst them, and provides them with
support,

Apart from handling non-refoulement claims for asylum seekers,
HKSASR runs play groups, kindergarten classes and Chinese
», tutorial classes. Currently, the Hong Kong government provides
very limited education for refugee children and teenagers.

Tarig showed us boxes of donated tays. They were given to
refugee and asylum seeker's children at Christmas and New
Year. He then scrolled through a photo album on his mobile,
showing us pictures of the children.

"Look at them. How lovely they are!l | love my kids."

Tarig personally also provides urgent assistance to people in the
refugee and asylum seekers community. *| consider myself
lucky. | still have support from my family but a lot of asylum
seekers and refugees don't. | once helped a woman with nothing



but a blanket. She had 2 children. She called me in the middle
of the night and said 'brother, you must help me. | am very
hungry but | cannot move'. The humanitarian aid provided by
the Hong Kong government often failed to cover childcare items
and food".

"Every day, people in my organization and | solve problems for
the refugeas and asylum seekers. | would love to help everyone.
However, with limited resources and manpower, we have only
400 members".

Currently, non-refoulement claimants receive HKD 1,200 worth
of food coupons from the International Social Service Hong
Kong. "We can only buy a very limited range of food items in
Wellcomne [1]. The food there is very pricey. Also, a lot of food
there is not halal. Although the government lifted the restriction
of buying over 1,000 food items, many people still lack the
essentials. For example, our organization used to provide
Pampers, a lot of Pampers, because as refugees and asylum
seekers, we were not allowed to buy them at the supermarket”.

Tarig was frustrated by the negative image of refugees and
asylum seekers in Hong Kong, "l know some refugees and
asylum seekers in Hong Kong are involved in criminal activities.
Some of these people are tricked into committing crime by the
gangs, while others have no choice. We have only a HKD 1,200
food coupon and 1,500 rent subsidy per month. All subsidies
go directly to the landlords. We do not have cash. Some of them
do not even have enough food to eat. They either die on the
street or do something illegal to get money".

"It is almost like the government is asking us to commit crime.
Don't get me wrong. | am not saying that it is right to break laws.
| armn saying that a lot of people simply have no way out. To
survive, they are left with 2 choices: working illegally or getting
involved in criminal activities".

So, what do Tarig and his community want from the
government?

‘It [the government] doesn't have to give us extra welfare! We
came here because our lives were in serious danger. Just let us
survive. Let us work. A lot of us want to do good in this society.
We just want to have basic rights".

Footnote

[1] Refugees and asylum seekers can only use the non-refundable and non-transferable food
coupons at supermarket Welcome. The coupon is worth HKD 100 each and no change will
be giver when used.
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ELS VAN DRIE

LANGUAGE

DUTCH/IN ARABIC WITH

CHINESE AND ENGLISH SUBTITLES
DURATION

20 MINUTES

KIDS'

DOCUMENTARY

THE LION AND

THE BRAVE MOUSE (2014)

DESCRIPTION

When Nora was 9 years old, a missile destroyed her house in Homs,
Syria; prompting her family to evacuate and establish a new home in
Jordan. The escape journey which lasted for 4 days 3 nights through
the desert has traumatized Nora. Fortunately, after months of
resettlement, Nora makes new friends and even finds a new kitten.
She finds comfort in her drawings and dreams of one day opening an
art academy for girls.

USEFUL INFORMATION

Best for
Senior primary pupils and secondary students

Relevant values
Empathy, caring, tolerance, non-discrimination, human rights

Relevant subjects
Liberal Studies, Integrated Humanities, Ethics & Religious Studies,
Moral and Civic Education, Human Rights Education, Life Education

If you would like to show the human rights documentaries at your
school and community, please contact us at hrfilm@amnesty.org.hk
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GOOD
NEWS

PHYOE PHYOE AUNG RECEIVED YOUR
SOLIDARITY MESSAGES

Phyoe Phyae Aung, one f our Write for Rights cases, attended a court hearing in December
2012 She started to ~=czne just some of the thousands of letters and cards sent to her by
ac iyt araund the wer o She also passed on the following message:

'‘Receiving ctier= gives me real inspiration for what we are doing. | have begun to notice that
the world is watch ng and cheering us — we are not alone. | thank everyone very much for their

suUSacrt for me arc st novement. Although we cannot see the results from the government
ye. © can ofluencs their mindset. Your letters are not just letters, they are also big presents
an- greal driengln o only for the students but also for Burma's future.”

Thank you to our supporters and students of different Al Clubs who have sent your solidarity
messages to Phyoe Phyoe Aung.

NORTHERN IRELAND: LANDMARK COURT
DECISION ON ABORTION LAW

The Belfast High Court decision in a judicial review case which found that laws governing
abortion in Northern Ireland in cases of serious malformation of the foetus and sexual crime
were in breach of Article 8 of the European Convention on Human Rights in November 2015.

It is illegal in Northern Ireland for an abortion to be carried out, except when the life or mental
health of the mother is in danger. Anyone who performs an illegal abortion could be jailed for
life. As a result, women in Northern Ireland who are pregnant with potentially fatal foetal
abnormalities or who are pregnant as a result of sexual crime cannot undergo an abortion in
the country legally.

The judicial review was taken by Northern Ireland Human Rights Commission = d was juiti=d
by Amnesty International and local woman Sarah Ewart, Mrs, Ewart, whose first zregnancy was
given a fatal foetal diagnosis, had to travel to England to terminate her prez-zncy as e
Northern Ireland laws did not permit her to receive medical treatment within the region.

She said, "I hope that today's ruling means that |, and ather women like me, will no longer have
to go through the pain | experienced, of having to travel to England, away from the care of the
doctors and midwife who knew me, to access the healthcare | needed.”
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EDWARD TSOI

Why do you support
Amnest
International?

All the things done by Amnesty International are magical. Amnesty
International has no power to back it up, What it relies on are only a pen
as well as its supporters from different parts of the world. However, it
always brings good news o us, ranging from the release of political
priscners to the abolition of the death penalty somewhere. lis
achievement is extremely amazing.

Before working as an intern in Amnesty International Hong Kong, | was
already particularly concerned about human rights issues in Myanmar
and had set up a non-governmental organization named Connecting
Myanmar. When | did online research about the human rights situation in
Myanmar, there were numerous reports written by Amnesty
International. |t then provided me with an opportunity to know more
about this Nobe| Peace Prize-winning human rights organization,

What was the most
remarkable thing
that happened during
the internship?

Organizing the Human Rights Press Awards (HRPA) is the most
unforgettable memory to me. Many journalists try very hard to write about
human rights issues through different media platforms. Their efforts
impress me so much.

Besides, | have become more enthusiastic about human rights issues
and more eager to help with Amnesty International. | am now studying
Master of Laws (LLM) in Human Rights at the University of Hong Kong.
My intern experience helped me discover practical ways in conducting
public education and raising public awareness of human rights issues in
Myanmar.

EDWARD TSOI
OCCUPATION

ART GALLERY MANAGER

YEARS WITH US
SINCE 2013

How would you
encourage young
people to pay more
attention to refugee
Issues?

| would invite them to join our human rights activities. For instance,
my organization holds a summer programme every year. Around 50
to 60 university students will stay in Myanmar or on the border of
Thailand and Myanmar for 1 to 3 months. We also wrote a book to
share our experience and which is distributed free. Recently, |
organized a talk about travelling to Myanmar. We hope that when
people travel to different places, they can try to understand local
human rights issues as well.

If you were granted
the power to wish
away one human
rights issue,

what would it be?

| hope nobody will be jailed because of exercising their freedom of
expression. | know Amnesty International is supporting a Myanmar
student leader called Phyoe Phyoe Aung. Many student activists in
Myanmar demonstrated peacefully; however, they faced unfair trials and
suffered from torture in prison. 5 years ago, | visited a non-governmental
organization called Assistance Association for Political Prisoners. They
made a simulated jail and showed many tools of torture, | was totally
shocked. Throughout my past experience, | have met a lot of Myanmar
students who endeavoured to improve the human rights situation in their
home country. Yet, the cost of their fighting for human rights is much
higher than what we think.



AIHK x Al Club @ HKU Migrant Domestic Workers Photo Exhibition

In mid October 2015, volunteers from HKU and the executive
members of the HKU Al Club collaborated with AIHK to hold a
week-long photo exhibition on migrant domestic workers as part of
the series of events for the book Strangers at Home written by
independent journalist So Mei Chi, with photos taken by Rob
Godden.

The photos offered a glimpse into the authentic lives of the migrant
domestic warkers in Hong Kong and their family members in their
homeland. Captured in moments of celebration, isolation, reunion,
competition, and even setting up a library, the exhibition dispelled
common stereotypes that locals have towards them, and portrayed
what was usually left out by mainstream media. Volunteers also took
the opportunity to raise concems about the difficulties that migrant
domestic workers face, including the mandatory live-in
arrangement, 2-week rule after contract termination, and heawy
agency fees.

A few migrant domestic workers came by and told HKU Al Club and
student volunteers that they were touched by their efforts and for
recognizing them as part of the Hong Kong community. Some HKU
students showed their interest and empathy in these rarely
portrayed moments and shared their thoughts on the situations of
migrant domestic workers with HKU Al Club and student
volunteers.

UNIVERSITY
Al CLUB

HKU Al Club: Orientation Project

Running from September to November 2015, HKU Al Club held a
series of orientation activities concerning the Syrian refuges crisis.
The participants were divided into 4 teams. In November, each
team devised and implemented their campaigns on the Syrian
refuges crisis to bring the issue to the attention of HKU students, to
distinguish facts and fallacies regarding refugees. For instance, a
team set up a tent on U-Sireet and displayed the items used by
refugees in their daily lives, other teams prepared well-designed
boards for photo campaigns, while another team invited HKLU
students to write down their thoughts on the Syrian refugee crisis. In
2016-17, HKU Al Club will continue with the issue of Hong Kong
ethnic minorities' right to education. In January, it will organise its
third campaign on the issue — Call for Change and another
campaign focusing on McRefugees in Hong Kong.

University Al Club Orientation Day

Amnesty International Hong Kong held an Orientation Day for
University Al Club participants in early January 2016. Over 30
students from various universities and tertiary education institutions
joined the event Participants learned more about our work, and
acquired basic campaigning skills and human rights knowledge
through a 2-hour training workshop. We also invited our Director
Mabel Au and Associate Professor of the Faculty of Law at the
University of Hong Kong Prof. Benny Tai to articulate the importance
of youth activism in the whole human rights movement.
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(Yet, life continues...)
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4 players. Each player chooses a token to represent himself or herself. Players take turns to roll the dice. The number shown on the dice decides the number of steps

er should take. Players should follow the instructions shown on the spaces. Players can enly reach the goal on an exact roll; if a player rolls a number greater than
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85 83 NOT 81 &
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Your application for legal aid to APPROVED BEMWE EED E
judicial review is rejected. Your torture claim is rejected. E
Lose 2 turns. Back to 23. E
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Refuse a neighbour's invitation of
illegal work. Go forward 2 spaces.
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Do not receive proper treatment for
stomach pain due to the inadequate
translation service in the hospital.
Back to 55.
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Not eligible to make a torture claim
because your travel document is
unexpired. Back to 13.
4 3 2 1

ber of steps required, he or she must move backwards by the extra number of steps. Let us see wha will ba the first to reach the goal!
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