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Special thanks

AIHK would like to thank the following
individuals for their generous time and
effort put into this issue of HR Magazine
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WE WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS!

Share with us your views on our work or the actions you've taken
for human rights. Please include your name, phone number,
address and email address.
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Share this newsletter with your friends
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR

It is a pleasure and a privilege to serve as the Chair of Amnesty
International Hong Kong. All of us are part of a global movement
of 2.8 million supporters, members and activists who are
campaigning for the protection of internationally-recognised
human rights.

In setting out my vision for our Section, | would like to quote
from the foreword of the Amnesty International Report 2010:

“International human rights standards are focused primarily on
establishing legal accountability. People have rights that must
be set out in and protected by law; those in power have duties,
also established in law, to respect, protect and fulfil individual
rights.”

Our movement's Global Priorities include:

* Demanding Dignity

* Security and Human Rights
» |nternational Justice

o Growth

+ Crisis Response

e |ndividuals at Risk

* |ntegrating Gender

Based on these Global Priorities, the focus areas of our Section's
work for the immediate future are:

Demanding Dignity;

No security without human rights, with a specific focus on
Myanmar, defending unprotected people on the move, refugees
and asylum seekers, and migrants;

Lobbying against the death penalty in co-ordination with the Asia
anti-death-penalty network;

Campaigns for the ratification of the statute for the International
Criminal Court (ICC) under the project for making international
justice real; and

Protecting people's freedom of expression and freedom from
discrimination, including work on human rights defenders,
migrants, asylum seekers and refugees, in the form of urgent
actions and other campaigns.

Some of our recent past activities have been:

Talks and workshops about different human rights topics for
schools and organisations;

The Amnesty International and South East Asia Group campaign
for the rights of Indonesian domestic workers in their home
country;

Participation in the protest to mark the 21st anniversary of the
Tiananmen Crackdown;

The campaign calling on the Philippines president to end human
rights abuses by militias, paramilitaries and private armies;

to revoke Executive Order 546, which directs the Philippine
MNational Police to support the military in counterinsurgency,
including the use of militias and paramilitary groups; and to
disarm and disband all private armies; and

The launch of a Facebook photo action calling for *3 Freedoms”
in Myanmar: freedom of expression, freedom of peaceful
assembly, and freedom of association, in commemoration of the
22nd anniversary of the 8888 Popular Uprising in Myanmar on
8 August 1988, which ended in bloodshed.

This issue covers a lot of the other work we have done. | wish
you all happy summer holidays, and | invite you all to participate
in our activities. We need your help to achieve Amnesty
International's Global Priority endeavour to empower those whose
rights are being challenged and strengthen the human rights
rmovement.

Armin Kalyanram
Chair, Amnesty International Hong Kong
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FORMER ARGENTINE
PRESIDENT GETS 25 YEARS
FOR CRIMES AGAINST
HUMANITY

Amnesty International has welcomed the prison sentence
handed to a former Argentine president responsible for
crimes against humanity in the 1970s.

Reynaldo Bignone, a former military general, was found
guilty of torture, murder and several kidnappings that
occurred while he was commander of the notorious Campo
de Mayo detention centre between 1976 and 1978.

The 82-year-old, who was appointed de facto president
of Argentina by the military junta in 1982, has been
sentenced to 25 years in jail. Five other military officers
were also given long jail sentences by a court in Buenos
Aires province on Wednesday.

*This judgement represents another important step in
the fight against impunity that has, until recently, been
enjoyed by the leaders of Argentina's military regime

- now infamous for their role in human rights abuses.
Argentina is continuing to take steps in the right direction
to end impunity for past human rights violations, despite
difficulties and setbacks. The justice process must
continue without delay and with the necessary resources
to ensure that impunity is brought to an end,” said
Guadalupe Marengo, Amnesty International's Americas
Deputy Director.
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PHILIPPINES MOVES TO

PROTECT WOMEN'S RIGHTS
DURING ARMED CONFLICT

Amnesty International has welcomed a decision by the Philippines
government to implement a United Nations (UN) Security Council
resolution that aims to ensure the protection of women's rights
during armed conflict and post-conflict situations.

The Philippines government launched the National Action Plan
{NAF) on Women's Peace and Security in Quezon City on Friday,
26 March 2010.

“This is a step in the right direction. This MAP not only provides
a framework for the protection of women in armed conflict and
post-conflict situations, it could also empower women as peace
advocates and human rights defenders,” said Donna Guest,
Amnesty International's Deputy Director for Asia and the Pacific.

UN Security Council resolution 1325 was adopted in October 2000.
Its main aim is to urge member states to increase the involvement
of women in the prevention and resolution of conflict.

The Philippines is the first Asian country to produce an NAP
implementing the resolution.

RUTHEERBAMESEHLE -

Women give birth in overcrowded camps for displaced
persons.

© Amnesty International
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UK AGREES TO COMPENSATE
MAN WRONGLY ACCUSED OF
TERRORISM

Amnesty International has welcomed a move by the UK authorities
to compensate Lotfi Raissi, a flight instructor who was wrongly
accused of training the hijackers of airplanes used to carry out the
attacks on the US on 11 September 2001.

Following his arrest in September 2001, Raissi spent five months in
prison in Belmarsh high security prison while the USA attempled to
have him extradited on minor charges unconnected with terrorism.

In April 2002, a judge ordered his release, stating that the court
had received "no evidence at all* to support the allegation that he
was involved in “terrorism®.

The UK Ministry of Justice told Lotfi Raissi via his lawyer on 23
April 2010 that it considered him "completely exonerated”, more
than eight years after he was first arrested.

Lotfi Raissi told Amnesty International via his lawyer on 23 April, I
am delighted. | have waited for this for nine years. | hope that this
government statement will help get rid of the cloud of suspicion
that has hung over my life for so long.”

HEEIEERE S Lotfi RaissitE B R=EER -

The UK Ministry of Justice told Lotfi Raissi that it
considered him 'completely exonerated”.

© Amnesty International
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UKRAINE RELEASES
BELARUSIAN OPPOSITION
ACTIVIST

Amnesty International has welcomed the release of the Belarusian
opposition activist and musician lgor Koktysh, who has been held
in a pre-frial detention centre in Ukraine for two-and-a-half years.

lgor Kokiysh had been detained in Ukraine since June 2007,
when Belarus requested his extradition over an accusation that he
committed murder in Belarus in January 2001, an offence he had
been acquitted of in 2002. He was released on Monday.

Amnesty International believes the Belarusian authorities charged
him because of his social and political activism. Before his release,
the organization considered Igor Koktysh to be a prisoner of
conscience.

Speaking from his home in Ukraine, Igor Koktysh thanked Amnesty
International "for the efforts you have taken”.
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Igor Koktysh, with his wife Irina days after his release.
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Al Annual Report 2010:
Glohal Justice Gap Condemns
Millions to Abuse

CAERFFRENRAEESEERER=HE -

Catherine Baber, Deputy Director of the Asia Program, and Milabel
Cristobal, Director of AIHK.

© AlHK

Power politics is making the global justice gap worse, despite a
landmark year for international justice, said Amnesty International
in its annual assessment of human rights worldwide.

Launching the Amnesty International Report 2010: State of the
World’s Human Rights, which documents abuses in 159 countries,
the organization said powerful governments are blocking advances
in international justice by standing above the law on human rights,
shielding their allies from criticism, and acting only when politically
convenient.

“Repression and injustice are flourishing in the global justice gap,
condemning millions of people to abuse, oppression and poverty,”
said Claudio Cordone, interim Secretary General of Amnesty
International.

“Governments must ensure that no one is above the law, and that
everyone has access to justice for all human rights violations. Until
governments stop subordinating justice to political self-interest,
freedom from fear and freedom from want will remain elusive for
most of hurnanity.”

Amnesty International called on governments to ensure
accountability for their own actions, sign up fully to the International
Criminal Court (ICC) and ensure that crimes under international
law can be prosecuted anywhere in the world. The G20 stakes a
claim to global leadership, yet seven of its members have failed to
sign up, including China, India and Indonesia in Asia.

Asia Pacific Region
Displaced People on the Move

The millions of displaced people who are on the move in the Asia
Pacific region are suffering some of the worst consequences of
the justice and accountability gap. Armed conflicts characterized
by violations of international humanitarian law forced millions to
flee both internally and across borders, particularly in Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, Afghanistan, Mindanao (Philippines) and Myanmar.
Elsewhere — for example in North Korea and Myanmar — ongoing

07 # & A&

and systematic human rights violations forced thousands to flee.
Across the region, forced evictions in the name of development
drove many from their homes without due process, especially in
the context of urban regeneration in Cambodia and China. Migrant
workers across the region are poorly protected against exploitation,
violence and abuse.

Bias and Power Politics

There are many glaring examples from across Asia of how the
global justice gap is being perpetuated by powerful governments,
who hold themselves above human rights laws, avoid international
scrutiny, protect their allies, and pursue justice only when it is
politically expedient.

Following riots in China’s Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region,
the government tried to evade scrutiny by restricting access

to information. For instance, it tightened controls over the
Internet, international telephone calls and text messages in the
region, arrested hundreds on suspicion of participating in the
disturbances, and ignored a request from the UN Rapporteur on
Torture to visit the area. The authorities blamed Uighur activists for
the violence without allowing independent monitoring of trials.
“Within months, 22 people were sentenced to death, nine

were executed, and a “strike hard and punish” campaign was
underway,” said Baber.

Myanmar is another example of bias and power politics. China and
India are vying for access to Myanmar's resources, and they fail to

use their political and economic influence to curb its government's
egregious violations of human rights. ASEAN is in a unique position
to influence the Myanmar government, but it has failed to speak or
act in a united way, and it consistently fails to condemn Myanmar's
appalling human rights record, even though it clearly constitutes a

serious breach of the newly ratified ASEAN charter.

Absence of Accountability

The global justice gap — an absence of accountability — allows
repression and injustice to flourish. Throughout Asia, there were
numerous reports in 2009 of extra-judicial killings, disappearances,
torture and ill-treatment, as well as the excessive and unnecessary
use of force, often perpetrated with impunity. Police in Papua,
Indonesia, used excessive and unnecessary force to police
demonstrations, and they tortured and ill-treated protestors, leading
to reports of unlawful killings. In Bangladesh, an official committee
was set up to investigate the deaths of 48 Bangladesh Rifles
personnel who had been taken into custody following the large and
violent mutiny at their headquarters in Dhaka in February. Despite
previous findings that Thai security forces used disproportionate
force in killing 32 people in the Krue-Se mosque in 2004, as well
as a post-mortem inquest that identified three ranking officers as
responsible, the government announced in April that there would
be no prosecutions.

Freedom of Expression and Association and Human Rights
Defenders

“Violations of freedom of expression and association, harassment
and prosecution of human rights defenders (HRDs) also occurred
across the region. HRDs and lawyers, who are often at the forefront



of the struggle for accountability, were frequently targeted,” said
Baber.

The HRDs detained in China included activists against forced
evictions and adwvocates for the victims of the recent earthquake in
Sichuan. The Chinese government launched an unprecedentedly
wide-ranging crackdown on human rights lawyers and legal aid
organizations, disbarring lawyers or delaying the issue of licences
allowing them to practice. Long prison sentences, several more
than 10 years, were imposed on HRDs and political activists
involved in the Charter 08 domestic political reform campaign. This
harked back to the government’s harsher practices in the 1990s.

Violations of Freedom of Expression in Some Other
Countries in Asia

Thailand

Mumerous websites were blocked.

3 people were sentenced to prison terms of between three and 18
years for violating the lese majeste law.

Malaysia
The government used an array of laws, including the Sedition Act,
to crush critical opinion in a nationwide crackdown on bloggers.

Singapore
Introduced a new Public Order Act to further control freedom of
expression, assembly and association

South Korea

A series of prosecutions under defamation and telecommunication
legislation targeted a wide range of people for expressing critical
opinions, from economic forecasters to journalists who were
concerned about maintaining editorial independence.

Amnesty International is asking Asian leaders to
take specific action to improve human rights in
the region:

# China, India and Indonesia must sign up to the International
Criminal Court, because they are three of the world’s four
most-populous countries, and acknowledged world leaders
at the G20 table.

» Asian governments and regional bodies must address the
lack of a regional human rights structure since it still lags
behind other world regions in terms of developing a regional
response to human rights challenges.

o ASEAN must empower its Infergovernmental Human Rights
Commission to deal with rights violations.

* Governments must ensure that the growing prosperity of
their countries filters down the social scale and across
borders. This will only be achieved when human rights are
enshrined at the centre of the region’s laws and policies.
Leaders must establish a clear regional respanse to the
ongoing problems created by flows of people across
borders, and the underlying human rights problems that
prompt such movements.

* As conflicts wrack the region, governments must abide
by international humanitarian law by protecting civilians
during armed conflict, and provide accountability for
abuses committed during conflicts through independent
investigations and fair trials.

Human Rights in Hong Kong

Racial Discrimination

Although the Racial Discrimination Ordinance (RDO) came into
force in July 2009, the UN Committee an the Elimination of

EEM200945A 18HE ERR T Z FRIE=FEMNREL. M
ANEREATHFREHEHEREANE. EHENEEAS
S METEL -

Lawyers action in support of two fellow lawyers, Li Chunfu and
Zhang Kai, Beijing, 18 May 2009. Li Chunfu and Zhang Kai were
detained and beaten by Changging police after meeting with their
client to discuss a case, the death of their client's relative while
they were undergoing re-education through labour.

© Private

Racial Discrimination (CERD) notes that the definition of racial
discrimination in the Ordinance is not completely consistent with
Article 1 of the UN Convention Against Racism.

Refugees and Asylum-Seekers

While noting the planned reform of the torture claims procedure,
CERD recommended that the government guarantee the rights of
asylum-seekers to information, interpretation, legal assistance and
judicial remedies, and it encouraged the adoption of a refugee law
with a comprehensive screening procedure for individual asylum
claims. It also repeated its recommendation that the authorities
ratify the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees and
its 1967 Protocol.

Rights of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender People

On 31 December, the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) government announced that amendments to the
Domestic Violence Ordinance would extend protection to same-
sex cohabitants. These took effect on 1 January 2010. However,
the HKSAR law does not prohibit discrimination on the grounds of
sexual orientation.

Amnesty International is calling upon the Hong
Kong SAR government to:

o Address the inconsistencies between the definitions of
racial discrimination in the RDO and international law
and the Ordinance’s failure to cover some basic issues of
exemptions based on nationality, immigration status, and
language, and extend its scope to cover the full range of
governmental functions.

Effectively protect the full range of rights of asylum seekers
and refugees, based on the principle of non-discrimination,
including the right to an adequate standard of living,
including food and housing, the right to health and the right
to education.

Enact legislation to prevent discrimination on the grounds
of sexual orientation and gender identity, and establish

a complaints mechanism to ensure that all allegations

and reports of human rights violations based on sexual
orientation or gender identity are promptly and impartially
investigated, and that the perpetrators are held accountable
and brought to justice.

For more information on the report, please visit:
hitp:/fthereport.amnesty orglen
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Peaceful protesters gathered in the Tiananmen Square in May
1989.
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After being detained by the Hong Kong police for several days, the
Goddess of Democracy stands in Victoria Park on June 4.
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China: 21 Years Later, Still No

Open and Indep

Twenty-one years since the military crackdown on pro-democracy
protests in and around Tiananmen Square on 3-4 June 1989, the
Chinese authorities still refuse to hold an open and independent
inquiry. Instead, they continue to prosecute citizens who criticize
the crackdown or commemorate its victims, accusing them of
“inciting subversion" and imposing lengthy imprisonment after
unfair trials.

In 1989, millions acrass China gathered peacefully to pursue
fundamental freedoms promised in the Chinese Constitution. Their
demands remain highly relevant today. As the 21st anniversary

of the Tiananmen Crackdown approaches, Amnesty International
once again urges the Chinese authorities to uphold the Constitution
by guaranteeing freedom of expression.

Article 35 of the Chinese Constitution stipulates that "Citizens of the
People's Republic of China enjoy freedom of speech, of the press,
of assembly, of association, of procession and of demonstration.”
The Chinese government's National Human Rights Action Plan
2009-2010, released in April 2009, also states that “the state will
guarantee citizens' rights to criticize, give advice to, complain of,
and accuse state organs and civil servants®. Yet Chinese citizens
continue to risk severe punishment if they publish or circulate
materials the authorities deem unwarranted criticism.

Freedom of expression and association are fundamental rights
enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Pualitical Rights
(ICCPR) which China signed in 1998 but has not yet ratified.
Amnesty International urges the Chinese government to stop
suppressing citizens who exercise these fundamental rights.

The 1989 crackdown remains a major official taboo in China. Any
public discussion is strictly prohibited. The “Great Firewall”, the
official internet filtering and censorship system, prevents Chinese
citizens from accessing any online information related to the
crackdown and other sensitive topics, unless they know how to
climb over the Wall through proxy servers.

A number of individuals are still imprisoned for their web
communications about the 1989 crackdown, such as Tan Zuoren,
Hu Jia, and Shi Tao.

TAKE ACTION FOR
CHINESE HUMAN
RIGHTS DEFENDERS

Send appeals to the Chinese Premier and call for the release
of human rights defenders.

For more information, please visit: http:/www.amnesty.org.hk/
html/node/10568.

endent Inquiry

The Shadow Casted on Freedom of Expression in Hong Kong
Before 4 June

AIHK is very concerned that, one week before the 21st Anniversary
of the Tiananmen Crackdown, the Hong Kong SAR government has
taken action to curtail commemorative activities.

The Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic Democratic
Movements of China (The Alliance) made two attempts to exhibit a
replica of the Goddess of Democracy in Times Square, Causeway
Bay on May 29 and May 30 to call for "vindication® for the pro-
democracy protestors killed and imprisoned in 1989. On both
occasions, police intervened, confiscating the sculptures and
arresting 13 people on May 29 and two people on May 30.

The palice explained that they had confiscated the sculptures
following complaints from the Food and Environmental Hygiene
Department that the organizers did not have a licence as required
under the Public Entertainment Ordinance. The Alliance had
followed procedures under the Public Order Ordinance used to
regulate public rallies and assemblies.

*We are concerned that this may mark the beginning of the use of
alternative ways to further curtail freedom of expression in Hong
Kong," said Milabel Cristabal, Director of AIHK, "The definition

of "entertainment’ in the ordinance is vague and the ICCPR's
protection of the freedom of expression includes political opinion
and 'entertainment”.

BRI e -

The police confiscated the Goddess of Demacracy.

© Hong Kong Alliance in Support of Patriotic Democratic
Movements of China

AlHK is also concerned with the management of public areas
within private premises. A spokesperson for Times Square stated
that they did not condone political activities in the public area

in the mall. It should be noted that the government is currently
drafting guidelines on private sector management of public areas.

*In the meantime, the HKSAR government needs to ensure that
freedom of expression, which includes expression of paolitical
opinion, can be pursued in public space, even if it is managed by
the private sector,” said Milabel Cristobal.

Hong Kong has ratified the ICCPR. The covenant entitles everyane
to the right to freedom of expression without arbitrary interference
and by various means, including artistic expression. AIHK urges
the HKSAR government to ensure that Hong Kong's commitments
under the ICCPR to uphold freedom of expression and the right of
peaceful protest are upheld.
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“We came to Bangladesh and became refugees,” 43-year-old
Rahul said to me in December 2009. “Here we live under plastic
sheets. In daytime it gets very hot. And in nighttime it is very cold,
sametimes at night dew drops from the plastic sheets of our roof.
~ We eat once but starve twice. We are able to work very little and it's
~ not enough to buy food. Despite this suffering, when we remember
‘the abuse in Myanmar, we think it is better here than in Myanmar.”

“It is better here than in Burma”, is an incredibl rq2
slatement to hear considering the squalor and dyﬁmubcm ohingya
refugees are living with in Bangladesh. Butitisa common
statement, which has always left me wondering how much worse

- could life be for Rohingya in Burma to make them tolerate their
- existence in southern Bangladesh?

photographing the Rohingya in Bang

e the Rohingya's stary is one of the
ost underreported stories of hui

2006, | have returned seven times

(Burma). In Burma, they are denied most social, civil and
economic rights and are subjected to a number of human rights
abuses. In 1982, the Rohingya in Burma were made stateless
when discriminatory citizenship laws effectively stripped them of
their nationality. Efforts to rid Burma of the Rohingya over the past
60 years have caused one wave of Rohingya after another to flee
inta neighboring Bangladesh.

Yet, in Bangladesh most are denied official refugee status and have
found little sanctuary. Exploited, harassed by local authorities and
permitted to receive little humanitarian assistance, the Rohingya in
Bangladesh eek out an existence.

To protect themselves, the Rohingya have created makeshift
refugee camps. In 2008, Rohingya in Bangladesh began to create
a new makeshift camp called the Kutupalong Makeshift camp.
Since it's inception, the camp has grown from a few families to
over 30,000 people. Camp conditions are some of the worst in the
world.

In recent months, Bangladesh authorities have cracked down

on undocumented Rohingya, arresting and forcibly repatriating
hundreds back to Burma or putting them in jail. The crackdown
has displaced thousands and has sent out a wave a fear that has
left many too afraid to leave their homes to find work. As a result,
humanitarian organizations claim that without aid, the Rohingya in
Bangladesh face a grave humanitarian crisis.

Unwanted in Burma and unwelcome in Bangladesh, they live in

a cycle of misery that has no borders. My work on the Rohingya
aims not only to document and expose the ongoing struggles and
neglect the Rohingya face in Bangladesh, but it also aims to open
a small window into the root cause of their plight—the targeted
abuse their community endures in Burma. | believe that without
knowing the stories behind why the Rohingya continue to flee their
homeland, people will not truly understand or fully appreciate the
tragedy of their story.

Greg Constantine is a freelance photographer from the US.
For the past 4 1 years he has been working on a long-term
project, which documents stateless minorities groups around
the world. The project is called Nowhere People. Work from
this project has received a number of awards, including an
Award of Merit in the 2008 Amnesty International Human
Right Press Awards in Hong Kong and the 2008 SOPA Award
for Feature Photography. He's currently based in SE Asia.

For more on Nowhere People, please visit:
http:/fwww.nowherepeople.org
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The day before World Refugee Day, AIHK exhibited Greg Constantine’s work
on the Rohingya refugees.

© AIHK
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One after another, countries around the world are moving
forward, either limiting their use of capital punishment or
removing it from their legal system altogether. In 1977, only
16 countries had done away with the death penalty. Now,
thanks to tireless efforts by abolition activists worldwide,
more countries have stopped executing people than ever
before: 95 have completely abolished the death penalty,
while 44 more have halted the practice. And the list
continues to grow.

Nowhere has the debate about whether to retain state-
sanctioned murder been more intense recently than in
Taiwan, where it was further intensified by the resignation
of the justice minister, Wang Ching-feng, in March. Taiwan
implemented a de facto moratorium on executions in 2005,
under the Chen Shui-bian administration. The island’s
current government has also acknowledged that abolishing
the death penalty is a global trend, and it has promised to
make efforts to phase it out. Yet many people both inside
and outside Taiwan continue to argue that the death penalty
is a useful tool for deterring crime, and that it is necessary
for maintaining law and order.

Does that assertion hold water? Maybe some statistics will
give us a clue.

In the 20 years since Canada ended capital punishment in
1976, the murder rate has been between 2.2 and 2.8 per
100,000, and the trend has been consistently downwards.
In 1995, the homicide rate hit a 30-year low at 1.98 per
100,000, while the latest available figure for 2008 show
that it stood at 1.8 per 100,000.

The overall conviction rate for first-degree murder doubled
during the decade following abolition (from under 10% to
approximately 20%). This suggests that Canadian juries are
more willing to convict someone for murder now that they
are not being compelled to make a life-and-death decision.

In the United States, FBI data for 2008 showed that the
top 14 states that still carry out capital punishment had
homicide rates that were higher than or similar to the 14
which had stopped executions. Nationally, the homicide
rate stands at about 5.3 per 100,000, significantly higher
than in neighbouring Canada.

Hong Kong has one of the lowest murder rates in the world.
Since 1998, and with the exception of 2002, the murder
rate has been below 1.0 per 100,000. And, contrary to
what many believe, the statistics show that the number of
murders committed in Hong Kong has been decreasing
ever since the formal abolition of the death penalty in 1993,
despite the city's increasing population.

The death penalty is the only kind of irrevocable sentence.
Once a convicted person has been executed, nothing can
be done to make amends if it emerges that a mistake was
made. The use of the death penalty also calls into question
the degree of fairness and justice in a society, and whether
or not its application could be politically motivated to silence
opponents or promote political agendas.

When New Mexico became the 15th U.S. state to abolish
the death penalty in 2009, Governor Bill Richardson
commented: “The reality is the system is not perfect - far
from it."

It would be an ambitious goal to create a zero-crime
environment. However, politics and social education will be
the keys to informing future generations about the values
of right and wrong. Many have learned from history about
the terrible price that comes with executions. As Asia's
world city, we can show Taiwan — and other parts of Asia
and countries outside the region that persist with this type
of cold-blooded killing - that death is not the solution to a
complex problem.
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7 prisoners who were under 18
at the time of the offence were
executed in 2009
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9 inmates sentenced to
death in the USA were
exonerated and freed
~ having spent 121 years
between them on death row
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58 countries retain
the death penalty
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