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FROM THE
EDITOR-
IN-CHIEF

In recent few months, “Occupy Central” should have been the most controversial topic in
Hong Kong. "Occupy Central” is a campaign organized by Benny Tai, Associate Professor
of Law Faculty from the University of Hong Kong. We have been working closely with
Benny in the area of Human Rights Education for a long time. We have produced
educational materials, provided training for teachers of liberal studies and monitored civic
education curriculum development together. However, we are not attempting to discuss
the objectives of and the background to this campaign in this issue. Rather, we are very
keen to provide useful information in the debate of "Occupy Central” regarding “Freedom
of Expression” and “Freedom of Assembly” verses the meaning of “Unlawful Action”,
Therefore we have tried to illustrate how international standards, local laws and the courts
protect our basic rights. Besides, we also have attempted to clarify relevant concepts. We
hope that all these standards and concepts can help the public to have a rational
discussion. Moreover, we hope that the authorities should keep their promise to the
international community that they have to assist and protect any individuals who would like
to exercise their civil rights and that they should treat fairly the people who participate in
any kind of peaceful demonstration in this City.
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EGYPT: STop
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AINDRWAY: SOLIDARITY WITH THE SYRIAN PEOPLE

To support the Syrian people, Al Norway organized a rally at
the Youth Square (Youngstorget) on 5 September. Ms John
Peder Egenaes, Secretary General of Amnesty International;
members of Parliament, and political party members joined.
They urged all parties involved in the conflict in Syria to
immediately stop attacks on civilians.

Al GERMANY: END SEXUAL VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN IN EGYPT

In recent months, women protesters standing up for their
rights have faced horrific sexual violence around Cairo’s
iconic Tahrir Square. However, the Egyptian autharities have
done little to stop the assaults, or bring those responsible to
justice. For years sexual violence and discrimination against
women has largely remained unpunished.

Amnesty members gathered at the Brandenburg Gate on 18
August to collect signatures against the bloodshed in Egypt.
They also protested in front of the Egyptian embassy in
Berlin.

NEW ANIMATION TEACH YOU HOW TO EVICT PEOPLE

Amnesty International partnered with wideo activism
organization WITNESS (www.witness.org) to create a short
animation about forced evictions.

The aims of the animation are to energize supporters and
mobilize new people to share the video and bring more
attention and activism to our End Forced Evictions campaign.
We are taking a new approach in teling what is really
happening all around the world. The animation is available in
English, Arabic, French, ltalian, Khmer, Portuguese (BRA),
Romanian and Spanish.

The End Forced Evictions animation will help promote the
Kenya online petition - http/youtu. be/rulM8fpySU




OVERVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL
STANDARDS AND DOMESTIC LAW
REGARDING FREEDOM OF
PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Hong Kong is regarded as a “city of protests”. In 2012, more
than 7,000 public assemblies and demonstrations took place
in Hong Kong.! What does freedom of assembly cover? What
protection are those who assemble given?

RIGHT OF ASSEMBLY IS CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT

Right of peaceful assembly is triple protected by domestic law,
the constitution and international law. International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) provides international
human rights standards, which stipulates in article 21 that
“The right of peaceful assembly shall be recognized”. Basic
Law states in article 27 that it protects freedom of speech,
assembly, procession and demonstration while ICCPR is
applicable in Hong Kong according to Article 39 of Basic Law.
Hence freedom of assembly is a constitutional right in Hong
kKong. Furthermore, the Hong Kong Bill of Rights Ordinance
(Cap 383) (HKBORQ) is the domestic law of ICCPR and offers
protection of freedom of peaceful assembly.

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION INCLUDES CONTENT AND FORM OF ASSEMBLY

Freedom of peaceful assembly is interdependent and
interlinked with other rights. For instance, the content and
form of assembly is protected by freedom of expression. It is
enshrined by Basic Law, ICCPR and HKBORO.

Freedom of expression includes unpleasant speeches. The
Court of Final Appeal siated in Yeung May Wan and others v

1. LEAI3: Public meatings, processions and demonstration. 2013465
2 Yeung May Wan and others v HKSAR. FACCIS/2004, Date of judgment: 2005.5.5. Summary.

J-4. Leung Kwak Hurng and others v HKSAR, FACC 1 & 2 /22005, Date of Judgment: 2005.7.8. Para 1 and 2

HKSAR ? that “The freedom to demonstrate peacefully is a
constitutional right protected by Article 27 of the Basic Law. It
is closely associated with freedom of speech. Such freedoms
of course include the freedom to express views which others
may find disagreeable or offensive or which may be critical of
persans in authority. Those freedoms are at the heart of Hong
Kong's system and the courts should give them a generous
interpretation.”

SIGNIFICANCE OF FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY

Freedom of assembly is the foundation of demacratic society
and is important for social stability and development.® In its
judgment Leung Kwok Hung and others v HKSAR |, the Court
of Final Appeal stated that “The resolution of conflicts,
tensions and problems through open dialogue and debate is
of the essence of a democratic society. These freedoms
enable such dialogue and debate to take place and ensure
their vigour. A democratic society is one where the market
place of ideas must thrive. These freedoms enable citizens to
voice criticisms, air grievances and seek redress.  This is
relevant not only to institutions exercising powers of
government but also to arganizations outside the public sector
which in modern times have tremendous influence over the
lives of citizens. Minority views may be disagreeable,
unpopular, distasteful or even offensive to others. But
tolerance is a hallmark of a pluralistic society. Through the
exercise of these freedoms minority views can be properly
ventilated.” #




FREEDOM OF PEACEFUL ASSEMBLY:

OVERVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

|AND DOMESTIC LAW

BASIC CONCEPTS

A. Protection of right of assembly

ICCPR only protects peaceful assembly but not assembly by
organizers and participants with violent intentions. However,
the government cannot deprive freedom of peaceful
assembly on grounds including “possible occurrence of
viclent counter demoenstrations, possible participation of
extremnists with violent intentions who are not the members of
the organizing association™.®

B. Government’s positive duty

The Court stated in the Leung Kwok Hung case that the right
of peaceful assembly imposes a positive duty on the
government to take "reasonable and appropriate measures to
enable lawful assemblies to take place peacefully”.® The
Court also quoted Hong Keng government’s “Second Report
on the HKSAR in the light of the ICCPR” to the United Nations
Human Rights Committee that “The HKSAR has an obligation
to assist and provide for the right of peaceful public assembly
and demonstration” ?

G. Demonstrations and counter demonstrations

Freedom of peaceful assembly includes the right to
demonstrate and counter demonstrate. But “the right to
counter demonstrate cannot extend to inhibit the exercise of
the right to demonstrate” # Evenif a particular demonstration
is offensive to people with the opposite views, the government
should take effective measures to ensure the demonstration
take place without threat of physical violence by opponents,
otherwise it will be a deterrent to public expression of similar
views and thus infringes freedom of expression.®

D. Restrictions must be proportional

ICCPFR and HKBORO stated legitimate restrictions on
freedom of peaceful assembly which “No restrictions may be
placed on the exercise of this right other than those imposed
in conformity with the law and which are necessary in a
democratic society in the interests of national security or
public safety, public order (ordre public), the protection of
public health or morals or the protection of the rights and
freedoms of others”.

5%l 14 Human Rights (14} Blgh! of peacerul assembly”. Halsbury's Laws of Hong Reng. page578-580
& Leung Kwok Hung and others v ARSAR. FACG T & 2 /2005, Date of udgment: 205 7.8, Para 22.
7 Leung Mok Hurg and alivers v HISAR. FACC 1 & 2 /2005 Dafe of Ludgment: 20057 8. Pars 72

The United Nations Human Rights Committes published General
Comment No. 34 on freedom of expression. It stated that
restriction on freedom of expression must be "compatible with the
provisions, aims and objectives of ICCPR" and “must not violate
the non-discrimination provisions of ICCPR". 19 Restriction must
be necessary, must conform to the principle of proportionality and
adopt the least intrusive measures. !

The Court stated the constitutional requirements for restriction on
the right of peaceful assembly should comply with “the prescribed
by law requirement” and “the necessity requirement” based on
the legitimate purposes by ICCPR and HKBORO, The restriction
should be consistent with the principle of proportionality including
“the restriction must be rationally connected with one or more of
the legitimate purposes” and “the means used to impair the right
of peaceful assembly must be no more than is necessary fo
accomplish the legitimate purpose in question®. 12

The Court also ruled that the notion of "public order (order
public)" does not meet the constitutional requirement of
“prescribed by law” and thus the Police Commissioner’s statutory
discretion to restrict the right of peaceful assembly based on the
notion is inconsistent with the constitution. 12 Linder the context of
the Commissioner's discretion to limit the right of peaceful
assembly, the notion of "rights and freedoms of others” may not
meet the constitutional requirement of “prescribed by law”. 4

HK Human rights protection monitoring by the United Nations

Citizens may seek justice and remedy through legal proceedings
and current human rights watchdogs when their rights are being
infringed. For instance, the Court may judicially review whether
the legislations, government policies and measures are consistant
with HKBORO and ICCPR.

Freedom of assembly is also subjected to international monitoring.
As ICCPR is applicable in Hong Kong, the Hong Kong government
is obliged to fulfill rights enshrined by the ICCPR. The government
is required to regularly submit reports and atiend the United
Nations treaty body hearings. 1®

The recent ICCPR hearing on Hong Kong by the United Nations
Hurnan Rights Committee is in March 2013, The Committee
expressed concerns and recommendations regarding the
implementation of ICCPR in Hong Kong in its concluding
observations. Those related freedom of peaceful assembly are
listed Delow:

5. Loung Kok Hung and ofters v HKSAR. FACE 1 & 2 2005, Dale of Judgment: 2005.7.8, Para 24, “Val 14: Muman Rights [14) Right of peacefil assombly”, Hatsbary's Laws of Hong Kong. pageSﬁ‘S
5_ Leung Mok Hung and others v HESAR. FACG T & 2/2005. Date of Judgment: 2005.7.8. Para 24 « Vol 14: Human Rights (14} Right of peacefil assembly”. Halshury's Laws of Aong Nong.

10 The {inited Mations Human Mighfs Commitize, Ganeral comment Mo, 34 Articie 15 Freedams of epinion and expression. 17 Sept 2011, Para 26, Article 2(1) of the I0CPR stated that “1. Each

*ﬁ Parfy fo the presant Covenant underfakes o

respect and fo awswve f al indinduvals within Jf!‘ Tevmifory aned sulyie! I ifs furisdichion the rghis rmeagmizoed i the presend Covenand, ailhoe! distinction of sy Kog, such as race, colour, sox. language. riigon, polifical or afher apinkn, natinal

arsocial ongin, property, birth ar ather status”.
11, The linifed Mahons Human Rights

Committze, Gensal comment No. 34 Aricts 19: Fradioms of opinion and sxpression. 17 Sept 2011, Pava 34 & 35,

12 Leung Hiwok Hung and olers w HKSAR: FACE § & 2 /2005, Date of Judgaent: 2005. 7.8 Para 17,36 Basic Law Bulletin. fssue Mo & Jan 2006, Page T0-12.

13 Lpung Hiwok Fung and athars v HKSAR. FACE 1 & 2 /2005, Date of dudgment: 2005.7.8. Para 35.
14 Leung Hwok Hung and athers v KSAR. FACC T & 2 /2005, Date of dudgment: 20057 8. Para 88

15 Chang Yh kwong & Tl Ha Wing. “Moman Rights”. & the book of Social Welfare and Law: Communication and Empowarment, Hong Kong: Red Publicalion (201 1), Page 83-85.




Issues
Public Order Ordinance and freedom of expression

Concluding observations

10."“The Committee is concerned about (a) the application in
practice of certain terms contained in the Public Order
Ordinance, inter alia, “disorder in public places” or “unlawful
assembly”, which may facilitate excessive restriction to the
Covenant rights, (b) the increasing number of arrests of, and
prosecutions against, demonstrators, and (c) the use of camera and
video-recording by police during demonstrations (arts. 17 and 21).

Hong Kong, China, should ensure that the implementation of
the Public Order Ordinance is in conformity with the Covenant.
It should also establish clear guidelines for police and for
records for the use of video-recording devices and make such
guidelines accessible to the public.” &

Issues
Excessive use of force by police

Concluding observations

11."The Committee expresses concern about reports of
excessive use of force by members of the police force, not
compatible with the United Nations Principles on the Use of
Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials,'” in
particular by the inappropriate use of pepper spray to break up
demonstrations to restore order, notably with regard to
demonstrations surrounding the annual Hong Kong march on 1
July 2011, the visits of Vice-Premier and President of China,
respectively in August 2011 and July 2012 (arts. 7, 19 and
21).

Hong Kong, China, should increase its efforts to provide training
to the police with regard to the principle of proportionality when

Referance List:

INFOCUS

using force, taking due account of the United Nations
Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law
Enforcement Officials.” 1/

Issues
Police complaint mechanism

Concluding observations

Background: Currently, complaints against police are
investigated by the Complaints against Police Office
(CAPO), which is a branch of the police. The Independent
Police Complaints Council (IPCC) is only entitled to review
the classifications of complaint investigations and to make
non-binding advice. It lacks the power of investigation,
verdict and punishment.

12."While noting that the statutory framework has
reinforced the role of the Independent Police Complaint
Council (IPCC), the Committee remains concerned that
investigations of police misconduct are still carried out by
the police themselves through the Complaints Against
Palice Office (CAPQ) and that IPCC has only advisory and
oversight functions to monitor and review the activities of
the CAPO and that the members of IPCC are appointed by
the Chief Executive {arts. 2 and 7).

Hong Kong, China, should take necessary measures to
establish a fully independent mechanism mandated to
conduct independent, proper and effective investigation
into complaints about the inappropriate use of force or
other abuse of power by the police and empowered to
formulate binding decisions in respect of investigations
conducted and findings regarding such complaints.”!#

Intarnatienal Covenant on Ciil and Political Rights (ICCPR) https/fawa. alichr.org ENProfassionalinterest/Pages COPR a5y
The United Nations Human Rights Committes General comment Mo. 34 Aicle 19: Fresdoms of opinion and expression. 12 Sepit 2011 CCPRAGGC/34.

ittpwnwZ ohohr orgfenglish/bodieshre/comments itm

Best practices that promote and profect the rights fo freedom of peaceful assembly and of association. UN Special Rapporfeur on the nights fo freedom of peaceful assembly and of association. 2012

iwew.ohchrongDocumentsHR BodiesHRCouncil Regularses sion/Session2VA-HRC-20-27_en, pdf

The Uinited Nations Human Rights Committes’s hearings on Hong Kong incloding concluding observations and NaOs shadow reparts fn 2013,

it wawed ahohr ongrenglish/bndiesfrahres 107 fbm

Hang Kang Government's report to the United Nations Treaty Badies on Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau (CMAB)'s wabsite.

fittp:Afwaw.cmab.gov. il te/pressdeparts_human. fitm

LAW Man Wai Anthany. “Chapter 9 Freedom of assembly”. The Mew Discussion of Human Rights Law in Hang Hong . City University of Hang Kong Press. July 2008,
Chong Yiv kwong & Tsui Ka Wing. “Human Rights”. Law ¥iv kai, Kwok Hiu Chirmg and Tsw Ka wing. “Poalice power”. Co-adited by Andy Chiu, Shivdey Hung and Chang Y keang. In the book of Social Welfare and

Law: Communication and Empeweerment. Hong Kong: Red Publication (2011}

Lettng Kok Hung and offers v HRSAR. FACC 1 & 2 /2005, Date of Judgment: 2005.7.8. Basic Law Buliefin, Issue No. & Jan 2006,

16 The United Nations Human Righis Commitfee. Concluding abservations on fhe third perindic reparf of Hong King, Ching, aabpter by the Committes at ifs 107th sexsion (17 - 28 March 2013). 20 Apnil 2013, CCPRACHN-HRGACOVE, Para 10
17 The United Netions Human Rights Commttee. Concluding abservations on fhe thind periadic repart of Hong Kong Chins, adopted by the Gammittas at its 107th session (11 — 28 March 2013). 29 Apni 2013, COPRAGCHN-HRGCRS, Para 11
18 The United Nations Human Rights Commtres. Conclucing observations on the thind paviodic repart of Hong Kong, China, adupbed By the Committas at its 107th session (11 - 28 March 2013). 23 Apnil 2013, CCPRAGCHN-HNGALOVS, Para 12

Fhoto: Pak Chai
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NUMBER OF ARRESTS AND PROSECUTIONS
DURING PUBLIC ASSEMBLY

2010 2009 2008 2007 2006 2005 2004

2013 2012 2011

200 1300 (400 [300 |600 (70O |200 |900

1000 11100

Number of pratester{sibeing arrested

*Figures for the first two months of 2013
Aanex 3o LOG 18: Fgures on Avest and prosecution during Pubiic Oruer Events (2004-2013)
Intpdpia.infin gow: ks Peneral P01 3032 7/P201 303270451 (451 108856, puff

PEPPER SPRAY

Within 5 meters

- i

General equipment

-ﬁ'.' Wi
used on protesters

Hong Komg Ecomamic Jouma) B size papper spray s move powseny than small size, revesled by mamufacturers”
201275

Next Magazine. “Father of pagper soray: Hong Kong Police showld nof mistrse peoper spray. "20127/11

Secunty Bureau, ‘Meeting of the Legistative Council Panel on Secuniy an 4 ufy 2012 Kem W-Falice's erowd coniml
amangements i refalion fo public meelings and pulifc pocessions- Follow up fssues”. 2013719

WATER BARRIERS

2005 : WTO protests in HK

2012 : China President Hu Jin - Tao's visit. More than
200 water barriers were put in position to surround
the protest area in Wanchai

Source: Anple Daffy “200 waler barmiars sumung Comvention and Exirition Centre” 2012629

SOUND CANNON

2009

* Police purchased 2 LRADs (Long Range Acoustic Device)
with the armoured vichicles
» Effective transmission range: 300 metres

2012

* Police purchased portable LRADs 100X
» Effective transmission range: 700 metres
* Maximum loudness: 137dB

* Police explained that LRADS were a “ broadcasting system”

= The purpose of LRADS was “to convey important messages
over a long range in a noisy environment”

= Had not been used in any event?
Police claimed they “will NOT be used at public meetings
and processions”

= Police Commissioner Andy Tsang explained in LegCo that
“LRADS would only be used in serious disasters,
counter-terrorism operations or severe security incidents

® Used during European Nations Cup and London Olympics

® Nov 2011 - New York police planned to use sound canon to
clear Occupy Wall Street

* Noy 2007 - Riot police in Georgia used sound cannan,
rubber and plastic bullets and water cannon to disperse
protestors

* Nov 2005 - Cruise ship used sound cannen to repeal
Somalia pirates

Souvce: "LOCH: Long Range Acoustic Dewice" 201241 1428

Tethovow i v o peneral 20021 LZ8P20121 1 280338 him

HK Ecovovnics fournal “Andy Tsang clained sound cannon was nof 2 weapon” 201 31/31
Appie Daily ‘damage heanng in 4 seconds” 2012410420




USE OF BODY WORN VIDED CAMERA

Body Worm Video Camera

* Police crews recorded protests during
demonstrations

* Mar 2013 - Police had trial use of body worn video
cameras to record conflicts or breaches of the peace.
Yet guidelines for recording were not publicly
available.

Sowre: Anple Daily “Body worm camera by pofice for sunveilance 2013823,

GENSOR JOURNALIST'S QUESTIONS

During the HK visit of China President Hu Jing-tao,

a journalist was TAKEN AWAY

by plain clothes police in a designated press zone for asking
if President Hu had heard about Hong Kong people’s hopes to
vindicate the June 4th massacre.

Mak Yin-ting, former chairperson of HKJA, said no security
officials removed her when she asked former China Premier
Zhu Rongji about the June 4th massacre in Beijing.

Source- Apple Danly “IPCC urged the police for an explanafion of pelice handing including use of water hamers and
pepper spray with aiger size™
Appie Daily  Reporter asking questions abaut fune 4th was detained” 2012/7/1

DESIGNATED PRESS AREA DURING CHINA OFFICIALS VISITS

Souree: leatie nevws “Sirict controls adopted by police during Li Re-giang's visit” 201 V&A8
HK “Exampies of infringement of press freedom by police during L Re-giang's visit” 201151

CHINA LIAISON OFFICE IN HONG KONG WITH “POLITICAL FLOWER BED"

® Falungong members protested outside the Liaison Office.

s A |large flower bed was built outside the Office. The 9 metres
predestrian road was reduced to 3 metres and reduced the
room for protests outside. A tough approach is taken towards
protests outside the Office afterwards.

2010/10/10

s A group of citizens celebrated the awarding of Nobel Peace
prize to Liu Xiao-bo outside the office. One of the portesters
was arrested for common assault for accidentally splashing
champagne. The absurdity of the arrest raised international
and local concerns. The charge was finally dropped.

* Police resticted League of Social Democrats (LSD) to protest
30 metres away from the office. Police also confiscated an
LSD banner with a Jasmine revolution in China slogan for
blocking police's sight.

= Police set up a press area and prohibited journalists from
walking close to protestors outside the Office. Journalists
were not allowed to approached the Office’'s entrance. They
could only go in groups of 3 to perform their duty outside the
Office.

Source: Anpie Daily. “Police surroundd joumalists by metal hamirs,_iburmalists wese asked fo interview . groups of

3 ainef ol affowed fo appeach the Diaison Mice's entrance. " 201545
Piciure from: Mnmediahicnet, hifp.dwewinmediafih et
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TURKEY: EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE

There are ongoing protests in Turkey. Turkey's police and
security forces were found to have used arbitrary force to
enforce restrictions on freedom of expression, association
and peaceful assembly enshrined by the International
Covenant on Civil and Paolitical rights. They used tear gas and
water cannon in arbitrary ways to disperse protestors. They
fired plastic and rubber bullets at unarmed protestors, killing
and seriously injuring some of them. They also beat
thousands of protestors in order to suppress unrest. They
arrested and detained protestors, journalists and human
rights activists,

Amnesty International found that Hong Kong, Brazil,
Belgium, China, the Czech Republic, India, Israel, South
Korea, the UK and the USA supplied riot control equipment
to Turkey including vehicles, tear gas and uniforms. Al called
for the immediate termination of the transfer equipment to
Turkey until the Turkish Authorities allowed prompt,
independent and impartial investigations into the allegations
of arbitrary use of force.

Source: Amnesty international. “Turkey: Disgraceful use of excessive police farce fn Istanbul”. 1

June 2013
hitps:‘amnesty.argdendnersturkey-disgracefui-use-ewassive-palice-farce-istanbul-201 3-06-01

NETHERLANDS: INJUNCTION ORDER AND PROTEST {2012)

Greenpeace International, which is concerned global
warming issues, launched a global campaign against oil
drilling in Arctic by Shell in 2012. Greenpeace Nederland
blocked the entrance to Shell's headquarters for a period of
time. It also went to 72 Shell petrol stations and locked the
fuel nozzles in order to stop fuel transfer to vehicles. Shell
applied for an injunction order to prohibit Greenpeace’s
action,

The Court issued this injunction order but protected freedom
of expression and assembly by imposing proportional
limitations at the same time. The Court ruled that
Greenpeace was prohibited from taking actions at Shell
petrol stations for six months unless such actions complied
with the following conditions: prior written documents to
Shell stating purpose of action, what action will take place,
duration, security measures If applicable and the contact
details of the person in charge on behalf of Greenpeace;
action at fuel stations which hindered or significantly
restricted the chance for the public to put fuel in their
vehicles should not exceed an hour ete.

Source: Translation of Shell Judgment: Shell Nederland Yerkoopmaatschappi B.V. v Stichling

Greenpeace Nederland, Stichting Greenpeace Council, District Court of Amsterdam, Cial Law
Sector, Court in Sumimary Proceedings 5 Oct 2012

tittp. i greenpeace. orgfnternationalGlobaliatermational publications tliimate/201 2 ticfing
ftranstation % 200f% 20udgment. pdf
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL AMBASSADOR OF CONSCIENCE AWARD

The Amnesty International Ambassador of Conscience Award was held in Dublin, Ireland on 17
September, 2013. The award has been given jointly to Pakistani schoolgirl and education rights
campaigner Malala Yousafzai and American singer and sccial justice activist Harry Belafonte,

COMPLAINT PETITION “WILL BE INVESTIGATED” JAILED VIETNAMESE
BLOGGER ENDS HUNGER STRIKE

Nguyen Van Hai (Known as Dieu Cay), 61, co-founder of the Free Journalists Club in Vietnam, was
charged with"conducting propaganda against the Socialist Republic of Viet Nam™ under Article 88
of Viet Nam's Penal Code, In the absence of a fair trial, he has received a 12-year prison sentence
with 5 years' house arrest on release. He has been held in solitary confinement since he began his
sentence” .

He started his hunger strike in mid-June so as to protest against the political allegations. On 27 July
an official visited Nguyen Van Hai and infermed him that his complaint petition had been received
and that it would be investigated. Nguyen Van Hai ended his hunger strike the same day.

More information - http./bit.ly/asa41-006-2013
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INTERVIEW WITH DONOR:
BENNY TAI

WHY DID YOU START SUPPORTING AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL?

It was because | was invited to be a part of the Executive Committee
of Amnesty Internationall Of course, | have long kept an eye on
Amnesty International's work, Over the years, the kind of issues |
have been working on were quite similar to that of Amnesty
International. For instance, | had the chance to work with Amnesty
International in the 90s to compile teaching materials for human
rights education. As such, the courses we both engaged in were
quite related. On the academic front, in contrast, most of the time
my work is done on individual basis. Hence, not until | was invited
to be a member did | formally join Amnesty International.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE CANDLE THAT REPRESENTS AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL STANDS FOR?

Not even when | was serving at Amnesty International a few years
back have | ever given thought to that... Perhaps it signifies that
human rights defenders around the globe need hope as a source
of motivation.  This Is because defending human rights is a
continuous challenge that requires great effort to preserve.

HOW WOULD YOU PERSUADE YOUR FRIENDS TO BECOME PART
OF OUR HUMAN RIGHTS MOVEMENTS?

| would spread the importance of defending human rights by
incorporating this action into my own work. | know Amnesty
collaborates with other organizations and therefore | do not focus
on one single organization personally. As a matter of fact, each
group is committed to a respective worthy cause and hence it
depends on the interest of an individual on which human rights
issue to support,

IF YOU WERE GRANTED THE POWER TO WISH AWAY ONE HUMAN
RIGHTS ISSUE, WHAT WOULD THAT BE?

It's a very difficult guestion o only choose one single issue. |would
say that in Hong Kong, political rights would be an urgent issue
that needs to be resolved. But every place has its respective issues
to be addressed. In the case of Hong Kong, political rights should
by far be prioritized, whereas in China, people may have other
COncems.

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY IS THE THEME OF THIS ISSUE'S HUMAN
RIGHTS, WHAT IS YOUR OPINION ON THIS RIGHT IN HONG KONG?
| would say we still enjoy freedom of assembly in general. However,
this freedom is not perfectly protected by the rule of law. In fact,
this was an issue even before the handover in 1997. For example,
protesters were not placed in favorable places to express their

views, and were instead restricted to a location far away from the
person they were protesting to. This therefore accounts for the
recent rise of clashes between protestors and the police in HK.

On this matter, the IPCC believed that the police should take into
account the distance between protestors and their targets. The
Court of Final Appeal also had cases indicating that the police has
the duty to ensure proper pratection of the freedomn of assembly
on the part of the people. In HK, therefore, though freedom of
assembly is by and large shared by all, we lack a comprehensive
and effective system to guarantee the right to peaceful assembly
thoroughly. Overall, the extent of human rights protection in HK, if
not a complete failure, remains at an elementary level,
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AMNESTY

INTERMATIDMAL

Shhh..

AMMESTY INTERMATIONAL

SILENCE DAY

All participants wil recerve “Can't Talk™ stickers so they can put the sticker an to resist amything that
may tempt fham fo talk!

SCHOOL EVENT
— SILENCE DAY

SILENCE

IS YOUR

LOUDEST
CRY.

SILENCE 1S YOUR LOUDEST CRY

Join Silence Day to show your firm stance in upholding
freedom of expression on campus! Ask your family and
friends fo sponsor you for remaining in absolute silence
during a specific period of time, for example, your lunch
break. Not only you can raise funds for Amnest
International, you can also make your voice heard without
making a sound.

If you'd like to organize Silence Day in your schaoal, let us
know and we can support you by praviding promotional
materials and in many other ways!

Email: hre@amnesty.org.hk.



HUMAN RIGHTS DOCUMENTARY
FILM SHOW

5 DOCUMENTARIES NOT TO MISS AT THE HUMAN RIGHTS
DOCUMENTARY FILM SHOW

Kicking off with a screening of "The Defender of Death-row
Convicts®, the Human Rights Documentary Film Show will take
over 2 cinemas in Hong Kong to raise awareness of the death
penalty and of gender violence, from 10 Oct fo 26 Nov,

CLOSING FILM - THE INVISIBLE WAR, 21/10/2013 20:00 &

25/11/2013 20:00 at Broadway Cinematheque

A similar story one after another: young women aspire to serve their
country, they are finally admitted into the military, but instead of
achieving their aspirations, they are raped. Military punishment for
possession of dangerous drugs is imprisonment for five years, while
imprisonment for rape is only two weeks! This film was nominated
far a 2013 Academy Award (Best Documentary).

IT'S AGIRL 18/11/2013 19:30 &

19/11/2013 21:30 AT HONG KONG ARTS CENTRE

In South India, the village women openly discuss how they kil
excess baby girls. Indian women pay a high dowry to secure a
hushand, but they become the ones who orchestrate the deaths of
baby girls. China's one child policy brings about the serious
prablem of forced sterilization and child trafficking. Those who
commit gendercide are government officials, neighbors and
parents of baby girls.

FORBIDDEN VOICES 31/10/2013 19:30

AT AGNES B. CINEMA AT HONG KONG ARTS CENTRE

Three well-known female bloggers’ woices are constantly
suppressed; they are Yoani Sanchez from Cuba, Farnaz Seifi from
lran and Chinese blogger Zeng Jinyan who we are familiar with.
Facing authoritative dictatorial regimes, these three fearless women
continuously reveal the hidden fruth of their corrupted
governments which makes dictators fear. This is an era where the
truth cannot be forbidden!

WHEN NIGHT FALLS 12/11/2013 19:30 &

20/11/2013 19:30 AT HONG KONG ARTS CENTRE

In 2008, Shanghai resident Yang Jia, armed with a knife,
attacked police officers inside a police station, causing six deaths
and five injuries. Film director Ying Liang pursued the case from

Yang Jia's mother, Wang's perspective. Wang was “made”

mentally ill and detained for four months. She was only released
after her son's trial, iwo days before his execution. Through the
calm lens of the director's camera, we are able to see the harsh
reality and how Wang continuously searches for a possibility to
appeal. She is determined to express to the judge, “I still have
something to say.”

HONG KONG'S ROAD TO THE ABOLISHMENT OF DEATH PENALTY

15/11/2013 19:30 AT ESLITE CAUSEWAY BAY 3/F FORUM

This film portrays an inspirational history for Hong Kong, including
interviews with Mr. Martin Lee S.C. | a legislator who amended the
motion of abolishing the death penalty; Mr. Ronny Tong S.C., wha
once defended a death row inmate; Mr. Justice Eric Barnes; Mr.
Cheng Po Hung, an expert Hong Kong historian; Uncle Po, an
ex-death row inmate; and Father Franco Mella, an activist who
strongly supported the abolishment of the death penalty. These
interviews reconstruct a valuable section of Hong Kong's history,
uncovering myths and allowing the audience to reflect and think
about Hong Kong's past and the death penalty, newly launched
documentary by AIHK this year.

To see the full schedule of Human Rights Documentary Film
Show, please visit AIHK website. http:/fwww.amnesty.org.hk/
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