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FROM THE
EDITOR-
IN-CHIEF

In 2014, there was a large scale Occupy Movement demonstration in Hong Kong. The main
demand of the protestors was related to constitutional reforms. The majority of the participants
were youth, including high school and junior school students. In light of the youth-led social
movement, the Hong Kong Government and broader society discussed youth policy and
attempted to find solutions to handle this "problem”. | can hardly understand why the
Government perceived the youth fighting for constitutional reforms as a "problem”.

Until now, student organizations are still questioning the Education Bureau for implementing
patriotic "National Education®. After a pupil fell to her death from her primary school building,
the Coroner’s inquest revealed improper handling by the school management staff. Ethnic
minority students still suffer from learning problems arising from the medium of instruction.
The needs of students with disabilities are yet to be addressed. The kids from kindergartens
and primary schools are pressured to participate in tutorials and interest classes as much as
they can during summer vacations, which mean they have insufficient time to rest and play.
Despite the Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) driving students and parents crazy in
doing drilling exercises, the Education Bureau rejected parents' calls to scrap it.

All of the examples above concern persons under the age of 18. However, the Government's
response has been irrelevant. It suggests holding music concerts, dancing parties and military
training camps etc. instead of addressing the youth's demands and respecting their freedom
of expression and participation. Perhaps our childhood may be distant from us, but young age
does not mean ignorance, so let us respect and uphold the rights of the child enshrined by the
United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child.
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IN FOCUS
10 BE HEARD

A child is neither a future custodian of our society nor an
accessory of his or her parents. Children are citizens here
and now who hold a certain degree of independence.
Although a child does not enjoy the full autenomy an adult
does, he or she still holds rights and is protected by the
United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child
(CRC) (1989). The CRC is the most widely ratified
international human rights treaty, enjoying extensive
recognition throughout the international community.

3PS AND 4 PRINCIPLES OF THE CRC

The CRC protects persons under the age of 18. It explicitly
protects the civil, political, economic, social and cultural
rights of the child. The 3Ps of the CRC are Protection,
Provision and Participation while the 4 main principles of
the CRC are defined as: non-discrimination; the best
interests of the child; the right to life, survival and
development; and the right of the child to be heard.

THE RIGHT OF THE CHILD TO BE HEARD

The right of children to be heard is enshrined in article

12 of the CRC: "States Parties shall assure to the child

who is capable of forming his or her own views the

right to express those views freely in all matters

affecting the child, the views of the child being

given due weight in accordance with the age and
maturity of the child®.

A child has both the right to express their
views freely and also the right not to
express any view at all. {para 22) He or

she must be free to exercise this

THE RIGHT OF THE CHILD

right without being subjected to undue influence or
pressure. (para 22) There is no age limit on the right of the
child to express his or her views. {para 21) In the
expression of these views, the government should
recognize and respect a variety of communication forms
including verbal, "body language, facial expression and
drawing etc". (para 21)

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION

Freedom of expression is one of the "crucial prerequisites
for the effective exercise of the right to be heard".(para 80)
The two are closely linked but differ from each other in
that: Freedom Of Expression protects the right to seek and
receive information as well as the right to express
opinions, whereas The Right To Be Heard enshrines the
right of the child to express views on all matters affecting
him or her and the right to participate in actions and
decision-making. The government is therefore obliged to
introduce legislation or mechanisms necessary to facilitate
the active participation of the child. (para 81)

T0 PROVIDE AN ENVIRONMENT ENABLING THE RIGHT OF THE CHILD TO
BE HEARD

In the formulation of public policy and decision-making,
particularly education policy, the government "should
encourage children to form a free view and should provide
an environment that enables a child to exercise her or his
right to be heard". (para 11) For instance, the government
should pravide child-friendly information and "dialogue
between children and adults based on mutual respect’.
(para 3) It should also facilitate children with disabilities



and indigenous and migrant children who do not speak
the majority language in making their views heard. (para 21)

T0 SET UP AN INDEPENDENT CHILDREN'S COMMISSION

I'he government should establish "independent children’s
ombudsmen or commissioners with a broad children's
rights mandate". (para 49)

T0 PROMOTE CHILD'S RIGHTS-BASED FAMILY EDUCATION

The UN suggests that the government should promote the
right of the child to be heard "in the diverse settings and
situations in which children grow up, develop and learn’.
(para &3) For instance, if a child can freely express his or
her views and "be taken seriously from the earliest ages’,
it will be beneficial for both the family and society as a
whole since this parenting approach "serves to promote
individual development, enhance family relations' and
foster the prevention of domestic viclence. (para S0)
Furthermore, it can serve as "preparation for the child to
exercise the right to be heard in wider society". (para 90)
The government should therefore introduce legislation
and establish policies that encourage 'parents and
guardians to listen to children and give due weight to their
views in matters concerning them". (para 92) It should
also promote parent education programmes (para 93)
addressing "the development of mutual respect between
parents and children, the involvement of children in
decision-making, the implications of giving due weight to
the views of every family member, the understanding,

promotion and respect for children's evolving
capacities and ways of dealing with
conflicting views within the
family". (para 94)

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL GOVERNANCE

If a child exercises their right to be heard in school life and
chooses to learn about human rights through
participation, this not only teaches them to respect
human rights, it also helps nurture the child to become a
more responsible citizen. The UN is concerned however
about “continuing authoritarianism, discrimination,
disrespect and violence which characterize the reality of
many schools and classrooms”’. (para 105) It is of the view
that "such environments are not conducive to the
expression of children's views and the due weight to be
given to these views". (para 105) It is essential that the
government promotes "the active role of children in a
participatory learning environment". (para 107) For
instance, in a child's rights friendly school, children
should be legally entitled to the right to participate in
school governance and decision-making processes
through “class councils, student councils and student
representation on school boards and committees, where
they can freely express their views on the development
and implementation of school policies and codes of
behaviour" (para 110) particularly concerning
‘disciplinary matters". (para 113)

Reference

The UN Cammittee on the Rights of the Child.

“General Comment No. 12 (2009): the right of the child fo be
heard"”, 20 July 2009.






The Christmas holiday season is coming at the end of year and it
is time for a vacation! However, a number of countries in South
East Asia are recorded as repeatedly violating the right to be
heard and freedom of expression of children. It is normal for
children to express their thoughts, and this is protected by the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

As yearend is coming, the “Travel Alert for Children in South East
Asia® is being introduced to help children to stay alert when
picking their vacation destinations - yes, "human rights

conditions" should be taken into account when you choose your
next holiday location.

MYANMAR

Since the "National Education Law' was enacted by the government
led by Thein Sein in September 2014, a series of peaceful protests
led by the students have taken place since November 2014, as the
new law curtailed academic freedom and institutional autonomy and
did not protect the right to set up students’ unions and teachers'
unions with legal entities. As the talks between the government and
students broke down, the latter organized a peaceful march. The
march was dispersed by police deploying excessive force including
beating protesters with batons.

Bao Zhuoxuan is a 16-year-old boy whose parents are human rights
lawyers in China. After China's crackdown on human rights lawyers,
he went to Myanmar and was taken away by a group of uniformed
officials on 6 October. He was then under house arrest in China.

THAILAND

Since Thailand is currently ruled by a military junta, its human
rights condition has raised concerns from the international
community. For instance, the military government has
criminalized peaceful political gatherings of 5 people or above.
On 22 May 2015, the first anniversary of the day the Thai army
took over, 16 students participated in peaceful protests at
Bangkok and Khon Kaen respectively, 14 of them were arrested
for sedition and some of them were persons of age below 18
They will face trials in a military court on sedition charges which
can lead to up to 7 years' imprisonment.

TAWIAN

In May this year, some high school students in Taiwan astarted the
"Anti-Curriculum Change Movement® demanding that the
Government withdraw the revised Curriculum as it was
brainwashing and lacked consultation. Students surrounded and
occupied the Ministry of Education. They were handcuffed and
arrested by the police. 11 of them were persons under age 18 A
student activist committed suicide and passed away due to
pressure arising from prosecution.

[HONG KONG |

So, as it seems dangerous to travel — how about staying in Hong
Kong? Well, Hong Kong is actually not safer, let us take the "Chalk
Flower Girl* as an example. After the Occupy Movement in 2014, a
14-year-old girl who drew a chalk flower onto the "Lennon Wall" was
immediately surrounded by 14 police officers and then arrested on
suspicion of criminal damage. She was detained for 17 hours.
Police applied for a Care and Protection Order and the girl was thus
temporarily held in a children's home under supervision held by the
Magistrate. She was released on bail after her lawyer lodging an
application to the High Court. The police's handling in this case was
seen to deter young people from protesting. It did not comply with
the ICCPR and the CRC.

MALAYSIA

Though the recent Bersih 4.0 assembly did not receive a violent
crackdown by the police as the other Bersih protests did, the
participants were threatened. For instance, Idris Jusoh, the Deputy
Prime Minister, warned that he would use any laws to charge the
protesters. The University Council and Chancellor also warned that
they would take action against students who participated in the
assembly including suspension. In fact, the Malaysian government
imposes strict restrictions on children’s participation in public
assemblies and protests. The Peaceful Assembly Act enacted in
2012 stated that any persons below the age of 21 cannot be an
organizer of a public assembly and protest, while any persons
below the age of 15 cannot participate in public assembly and
protest. There were participants under 15 in the recent Bersih 4.0
protest, and they are more vulnerable to the threat by the
government with these laws restricting their participation.

SINGAPORE

Amos Yee, a 16-year-old child was arrested after publishing an
online video criticizing Lee Kuan Yew, the founding Prime Minister
of Singapore, after Lee's death. He was found guilty and sentenced
to a 4-week imprisonment. Even worse, Amos was detained in a
mental ward with one of his hands and legs strapped to his bed.
This caused him to have great difficulty in urinating and moving,
and his bed stank of urine. The ward's light was on for a long time.
Not only breaching freedom of expression, this also constituted
degrading treatment and violated the rights of the child protected
by the CRC.




INTERVIEW WITH
KIDS' DREAM:

THE RIGHT OF THE
CHILD TO BE HEARD

@/ Amnesty International Hong Kong
A/ Children Representatives of Kids’ Dream (Angie, Sarah, Jeff. Rainbow,
Yoyo and Douglas); Youth Representatives of Kids' Dream

(Althea and Jason) consists of student representatives, representatives of the

ABOUT KIDS' DREAM

Established in 2006, Kids' Dream is the first child-led
organization in Hong Kong. Members are mainly children under
the apge of 18 They strive to promote the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

STUDENT PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL GOVERNANCE

Do you think Hong Kong students have sufficient and
meaningful participation in school governance?

SARAH For example, in my school, students have never
succeeded in altering the school regulations, but they do take
part in making other policies. Through our Student Association,
we express our opinion to our school and our actions once led to
an esarlier opening time of the school library, for the students to
return books more conveniently. | think such participation is
meaningful and capable of improving our school lives.

ANGIE | think that students do not participate enough in school
governance. In general, Hong Kong schaools have their own
school management committees, which consist  of
representatives from the schools and alumni, but not student
representatives. The management committee Is only responsible
for general management, but not fine details in daily operations.
Shouldn'’t it include student representatives as well? Although
there is a student association in my school, their participation is
superficial. Students do discuss ideas with the principal but the
principal always has his/fher own reasons to ban the proposed
ideas. Is it real and genuine participation?

RAINBOW students do not participate enough in school
governance. Schools adopt a one-way approach in making
school policies, allowing only themselves to speak but not the
students. That may well be a problem in the schools'
management structure. Principals and management teams may
want to listen to students’ opinion, but there always exist other
organizations and bodies in between them, making it difficult for
students’ opinions to reach the management teams. In addition,
although the tender committee of our school's tuck shop

teachers and the Parent Teachers Association have 2 votes each
while the students' representative only has 1 vote (despite the
fact that students will be affected the most). | feal it quite useless
even if students discuss and express their opinions.
Participation in a limited scope and such minimal degree is not
meaningful.

Do you think Hong Kong schools are human rights friendly?

ﬁ"ﬁlE Perhaps schools think that there are conflicts between
human rights and school regulations. For example, schools check
whether students wear coloured underwear or knickers which are
relatively long. But then we would ask, why does the school need to
regulate what underwear we wear? It is difficult for me to decide
what is right or wrong, whether | have the right to wear coloured
underwear but sometimes | do wonder, is that because the school
has power so they can restrict many aspects of students’ lives?
Moreover, equality is the core of human rights. Yet, Hong Kong is
comparatively utilitarian, for instance, schools arrange good
teachers to teach the "elite classes", and chances are always left to
those who are able to gain fame for the schools. Such features are
often self-explanatory, making students feel bad and unegual.

JEFF Human rights friendly schools mean that students enjoy their
rights of participation, and meanwhile, the schools promote human
rights education so that students can manifest their rights in the
schools. However, | think that Hong Kong schools in general are still

rights education - only civic education and liberal studies can cover
topics of human rights, while the latter is already exam-oriented.
Another example would be my homosexual schoolmate who was
discriminated in the school and got kicked out of the school in the end.
In my opinion, the school did not respect that student's human rights.

YOYIJ There are stereotyped and structured mindsets in schoaols,
contending that students should not participate in school
governance, but should only study and play instead. Also, teachers
think that their workload will be heavier if students participate in
school governance. Students have relatively few chances to take
part in school governance, e.g. the school regulations change
without prior notice or consultation. For example, students are
prohibited from wearing shorts {(sportswear) at school and girls must




tie their hair back in solemn ceremonies. Another example would be
that during the class boycott last year, teachers-in-charge reminded
us not to boycott classes using the name of student association, so
as to prevent the school's fame from being adversely affected,

SARAH My school is comparatively human rights friendly. The school
does not stipulate our hairstyle or our hair length, or order us to tie up
our hair. They only require Us not to dye our hair or hide our face with
our hair, which will make us look tired, Qur principal said that we were
given suitable freedom and we should, in return, bear the responsibility
of keeping our appesarance neat and tidy. In the class boycott last year,
our school did not forbid us from participating. Instead, they gave us a
platform to share our ideas, allowing relevant students to express their
opinions in the schoal hall. They also invited alumni and participants of
the Occupy Movement fo share their experience with the students. |
truly think that other schools can also promote more about students’
rights as well as responsibilities.

SOCIAL PARTICIPATION

In the Occupy Movement last year, a 14-year-old girl used
a chalk to draw flowers on the "Lennon Wall" outside the
Government Headguarters, and got arrested by police under
the charge of criminal damage. She was detained for 17 hours
subsequently. Afterwards, police applied for a care and
protection order in juvenile courts so as to take control over
her. What are your comments on this incident?

ﬂNG|E From the perspective of child's rights, a child should be
allowed to obtain bail as soon as possible after they get arrested.
Yet, the "chalk-girl" was detained for as long as 17 hours, which was
undoubtealy harsh. The care and protection order, which separales
the girl from her father, is not supported with reasonable grounds,
and is not made in the best interests of the child. We become more
concerned with juvenile judicial procedures after this incident.
Currently, the procedures have low transparency. Children know
little about the procedures. Consequently, if they get arrested, they
do not know their own rights, and therefore cannot be sure about
whether they rights have been deprived.

DOUGLAS For the best interests of the child, | think that the right
way is look in the eyes of the children, but not the authority. For
instance, if mother leaves her child alone at home due to gambling,
then the society can accept police to execute the laws; on the other
hand, it is wholly unreasonable if police applies for a care and
protection order when a teenager does something political-sensitive
while her father with hearing disability is not with her. That actually
prevents her father from manifesting his right to take care of his
daughter. Moreover, the chalk left on the wall can be easily washed,
thereby not causing permanent damage to the wall. Thus, it is difficult
to constitute criminal damage. Using chalk to draw is piecemeal in
every sense, but it leads to a detention for 17 hours; isn't that very
unreasonable? Secondary school students ke drawing on blackboards
and desks. Does it mean the schools ought to call the police and the
police have the right to detain those students for 17 hours?

What are your comments on the Hong Kong Government's
implementation of the right of the child to be heard?

ALTHEA | think that the way that the Government consults
children is not sincere. Currently, the Government sets up a
children’s rights forum to consult children. But it invites children
representatives to attend the forum through children’s
organizations, making it hard for the public fo get to know of this
channel. If | were not a member of Kids' Dream, | would not know
about that, The Government officials used Powerpoints during their
presentation, but their target audience are professionals instead of
children, thereby making it difficult for children to understand. Also,
the officials seem beastful, feeling that they are teaching us, instead
of listening to or facilitating us to present our opinions. For example,
although the issue of "joint parental respansibility model” is close to
our lives, the consultation document is difficult, long, and made
without a children-friendly wversion. Hence children cannot
understand the document, not to mention writing commentaries
based on the document. In the past, consultation topics were
comparatively broad, e.g Weast Kowloon Cultural District Design
Project, and we were only consulted after a conclusion had already
been reached. We are only there to present our opinions, and fail to
bring changes.

Why do you fight for the establishment of a Children’s
Commission by the Hong Kong Government?

ANGIE 4 chidren's Commission would be independent of the
Government, and function as a permanent platform for children to
voice their opinions similar to the Egual Opporiunities Commissian.
The Government, in their process of making and implementing
policies, can then consult children through child-friendly ways, e.g.
employ pictures and story-telling to consult the younger children,
Even though the Legislative Council passed the bill "urging the
Government to set up a commission on children to fulfill the
obligations under the CRC" in 2013, the bill is not binding.

Reference
Kid's' Dream website: hitpikidsdream. ong. hik’




LEUNG YAN WING:
THE RIGHT OF THE
'CHILD TO BE HEARD
AT SCHOOL ‘

0/ Amnesty International Hong Kong
A/ Leung Yan Wing (Adjunct Associate Professar,
Department of Education Policy and Leadership,

| The Hong Kong Institute of Education)

Why should we implement the right of the child to be heard?
Isn't it a strike against authority of teachers?

Perhaps we should first question why the rights of the child
are held in the hands of adults, and why the rights of the child
can be deprived of without their consent.

2 guestions are involved. First, should students have such
rights? In democratic societies, citizens agree upon delivering
certain powers of their own to the government, for the sake of
better governance. The distribution of powers between teachers
and students is however different from that between government
and citizens. Yet, children are *here and now citizens" and the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) also protects the
right of the child to be heard and ability to participate. Thus,
there is indeed a need for the school to distribute the powers
fairly. If we focus on the outcome, numerous studies have found
that students develop stronger sense of belonging after
participating in the school's administration. Other benefits
including enhancement of all-rounded abilities, more amicable
teacher-student relationship and better academic results are
also apparent. Getting involved in the making of school
regulations makes students more willing to comply with them,
e g in a school where there are various colours of uniform and
students can choose which to wear, students feel more proud
and honoured to wear the school uniform as they are entitled to
such freedom, What come along with rights are responsibilities,
since we have the responsibility to respect others' rights.

- T 1

Secondly, how should the right of the child to participate be put
into effect? Undoubtedly, it is difficult but there have been
schools trying and testing. Our society holds a rather narrow
interpretation towards education, limiting it to private morals (i.e.
obedience) even in terms of holistic education. It requires going
back to the root guestion, that is, what is education for and what
kind of persons it aims to nurture? If studying is only for the
purpose of taking exams but not solving various problems in
their daily lives, then we only need tutorial schools, not to
mention it had been stated in the CRC that education should aim
at nurturing respect for human rights.



Do you think that the situation of Hong Kong children
participating in school policy conform to the right to be heard
as protected by the CRG?

| would say the situation is not satisfactory and falls short of
the standard set by the CRC despite recent improvements.
When assessing the situation of Hong Kong students
participating in school affairs, we can use the concept provided
by a scholar, Lundy, i.e. space, audience as well as influence.

In terms of space and audience, improvemenis can be seen
since that 90% of Hong Kong schools have set up student
associations constituted by one-person-one-vote election,
which can bridge schools and students, given that teachers
may consult and accept opinions of the student associations.
However, the way how students participate in school affairs is
no more than a formality. Students associations can only decide
an minor, piecemeal matters like the destination of school
picnics. School policies are always out of their reach, not to
mention school regulations.

In a study regarding democratization of school policies, we
interviewed schools where both teachers and students
recognized a high level of student participation but we then
discovered that it is merely a result flowing from students'
misconception. Students think that their teachers treat them
well and thereby satisfy the ‘"protection" and “provision'
requirements in the rights of the child. In spite of their
discontent with school regulations, e g prohibiting students
from going out for lunch, students chose naot to voice out for the
sake of teacher-student relationships.

Even in schools that are comparatively more democratic in
school administration, other problems arose. A school set up
council which allowed everyone to discuss about school affairs.
However, although students took part in school affairs to a high
extent, the conclusion can hardly be made even in minor
matters such as the destination of school picnics. The reason
behind it is simply that students did not have the opportunity to
learn about democratic participation, and consequently they
insisted on their own stances and were unwiling to
compromise. Thus, while opening up school administration for
students to take part in, schools must also teach students about
necessary concepts so that they can respect others' opinions
and become able to discuss rationally,

"\

What factors may affect schools in becoming human rights
friendly?

That depends on whether the society places emphasis on
the nurturing of human rights through education. Currently,
Hong Kong has no education policies on the democratization of
school policies and administration. It follows that there are
insufficient resources. Even if teachers try to promote human
rights in education, they are bound by the lack of resources and
therefore it is impossible to change the atmosphere of the
schools or let students learn about human rights through
participation. Given that Hong Kong does not implement small
class teaching, the decline in number of classes makes
teachers, as a career, unstable and so it is hard for teachers to
divert their focus. In Taiwan, schools have backup from the
government and thus possess sufficient resources to promote
human rights education. On the other hand, frankly speaking, it
is hardly possible for Hong Kong to do so in the near future.

Back to the schools themselves, it depends greatly on their
vision and attitude, i.e. whether they believe in human rights
and how they envisage the aims of education. In fact, after the
Occupy Movement, students have already developed a stronger
sense of human rights and autonomy. These influences will be
going beyond Admiralty and reaching the schools, creating a
bottom-up pressure. In such cases where schoals are placed in
passive situations, if they do not respond to students' autonomy,
more conflicts are likely to happen. If teachers are afraid of
another occupy movement happening in the schools, the best
option is to talk with the students and respect their autonomy.
This may well be an opportunity to create a human rights
friendly school,
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EGYPT: Al JAZEERA JOURNALISTS HAVE BEEN
PARDONED BY THE EGYPTIAN AUTHORITY

The President of Egypt, Abdel Fattah al-Sisi granted pardons to 100 people, including Al
Jazeera journalists Mohamed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed on 23 September 2015, ahead of
the Muslim Eid holiday.

Mohamed Fahmy and Baher Mohamed, were convicted of "spreading false news' along with
their colleague, Peter Greste. They had been awaiting their fate for over 2 years, having been
arrested in 2013 for covering a protest organized by the Muslim Brotherhood. The Egyptian
court had ruled 10-year jail terms for both men but this was reduced to 3 years after appeal.
Peter Greste was released and deported after the appeal hearing, leaving 2 remaining
journalists behind bars until they were pardoned.

We thank all our members and supporters who have participated in #FreeAJStaff social media
campaign over the past 2 years.

INDIA: DALIT FAMILY TO BE PROVIDED
WITH PROTECTION

On 16 September 2015, the Supreme Court of India ordered the Delhi police to provide
23-year-old Meenakshi Kumari, her 15-year-old sister and the rest of their family with
protection, after they fled their village in Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh, fearing for their safety. The
sisters had been ordered to be raped by the unelected all-male village council as a punishment
for their brother eloping with a married woman from a higher caste. It led to an international
outcry and a huge number of appeals from Amnesty International activists.

Many thanks to all those who took action. We will continue to monitor their situation and take
further action to support their family as and when appropriate.



LOCAL
HAPPENINGS

THIS IS YOUR PAGE:
BILL KP CHOU

Why do you support Amnesty
International?

Human rights are the basic conditions for living. When they are not
guaranteed, personal properties, freedom of the person and even life will
be threatened; the pursuit of personal well-being is rendered impossible.
| used to live in Macau, helping local organizations to write reports on
human rights there, so the idea of supporting Amnesty International just
came naturally.

What do you think about the human
rights situation in Hong Kong and
Macau? In what ways could the
situation be improved?

The biggest difference between Macau and Hong Kong is that the former
has not developed a strong civil society. Pro-government social groups
dominate local politics and there are no human rights groups. When the
government stamps on or is unable to protect human rights, only a few
people stand up and try to oppose the government's actions.

Another issue is that many lawyers in Macau have business relationships
with the government or the pro-government groups. It is hard to find
human rights lawyers who are willing to represent victims whose rights
have been violated. Finding people to work for justice and human rights
at a very low price or even voluntarily is difficuft. We can find them in
Hong Kong, but not in Macau. Scholars who are familiar with the legal
system in Macau are mostly pro-government. It is hard to expect them to
stand publicly against the government and the pro-government parties’
human rights violations. Besides this, standards of professional
responsibility are relatively low within the media in  Macau.
Self-censorship is very commeon and this significantly hinders the role of
the media in developing human rights education, particularly when it
comes to civil and political rights.

On the institutional level, the Security Forces Discipline Cormmittee in
Macau is even more pro-establishment than its counterpart in Hong
Kong, the Independent Police Complaints Council (IPCC). | cannat recall
a time when it has ever publicly criticized any misuse of police power.
Macau doss not have a public authority like the Equal Opportunities
Commission in Hong Kong, which handles citizens' complaints against
violations of equal opportunities by the government or in the private
sector. Macau has yet to criminalize indecent assault or sexual
harassment. All of these factors hinder the promotion of gender egquality
in Macau.
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To improve human rights cenditions in both Macau and Hang Kong, the
most urgent measure to be taken is to set up an independent human
rights commission that is professional and has sufficient resources to
handle citizens’ complaints about rights-violations and to help them
propose class action lawsuits. This would eventually raise public
awarenass about human rights issues.

As a social activist, how would you
encourage young people to stand up
for freedom of speech and academic
freedom?

Among the Hong Kong university students | have met, many of them
are cognizant of civil rights and are willing to defend academic
freedom. They actively participate in various campaigns or advocacy
work. A lot of university programmes reguire an internship for all
graduates and many non-governmental organizations that promote
humans rights in Hong Kong provide students with placement
opportunities. As a social science teacher, many of my classes are
related to human rights and social affairs and this allows me to
include some content on civil rights in my teaching.

This is much harder in Macau however. | invited representatives from
the pro-democracy camp to give a speech on civil rights at the
university, but the department head vetoed the event, claiming that it
might lead to public misundersianding of the university's political
stance. | also invited scholars to attend an academic seminar on
China's ethnic minority policies concerning Xinjiang. This was also
banned because the department deemed the topic politically
sensitive. A few years ago, the Student Union planned to arrange a
seminar on the legislation of article 23 of the Basic Law, but that also
did not take place because of the school's obstruction.

If you were granted the power to wish
away one human rights issue, what
would that be?

The increasing tension between Hong Kong citizens and the Chinese
authorities intensifies internal conflicts within society and between the
Executive and the Legislature. These issues are largely related to the fact
that universal suffrage has stil yet to be fulfilled. Therefore, the
implementation of universal suffrage for both the Chief Executive and
Legislative Council Elections is paramount.



LEAVE A GIFT
T0 THE FUTURE

As once said by Peter Benenson, the founder of Amnesty
International, “Only when the last prisoner of conscience has been
freed, when the last forture chamber has been closed, when the
United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights is a reality for
the world's people, will our work be done.”

However difficult it may be to act, Amnesty International believes
that a single action, taken by just one individual can make a
difference. The significance of such an action may not become clear
until long after the individual has passed but we believe that every
individual has the ability to leave a legacy to the future and to pass
the tarch of human rights defence to the next generations.

Not only does a Will distribute your assets to your beloved ones, it is
also a way of expressing the values you have upheld for life. If you
agree with the values of Amnesty Intermational, we sincerely hope
that you could include Amnesty International Hong Kong in your
Will. Your donation will be used in local human rights education,
letting the future generation learn about your belief in human rights.

You may find out more information at
htip:/legacy.amnesty.org. hik

UNIVERSITY Al CLUB

Ophelia Ling Yuen Ting (Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy year 2)
Leung Kai Shu Calvin (Bachelor of Social Science in Architectural Studies year 2)
Yeung Kwun Kow Philip (Master of Social Science (Social Work) year 1)

Why did you form Al Glub at CUHK?

Philip | think there is still a lot of room for human rights to grow in
Hong Kong. There should be various platforms for the discussion of
rights - be it social, economic or political rights. Apart from academic
training, | think Al Club is a good platform for us to understand the
human rights movement. It is because Amnesty International
advocates for international human rights issues and has
international campaigns. Also, as an advocacy group, it has
achieved some very effective and concrete advocacy work, which
gives us a sense of achieverment. | think it is necessary for CUHK to
set up its own Al Club, because every institution has its own culture.
CUHK has a strong humanities culture, so students may look at
human rights issues from a different perspective from students in
other institutions. Our viewpoints can also serve as a reference for
Amnesty International Hong Kong.

——

What is the one human rights issue or activity that you want to promote on CUHK
campus this academic year?

Ophelia This academic year, we want to let students in CUHK know
that they have a choice. We want to let them know about us. In Hong
Kong, when we want to know more about various social issues, we
have to get involved in sorme organizations. Often these organizations
are affiliated with political parties. However, some students do not
want to join organizations that are politically affiliated. CUHK Al Club,
like Amnesty International, is independent from all political parties.
Thus, for themn, we are a very good alternative.

Why do you think it is important for tertiary students to join the human rights
movement?

Philip In universities and colleges, students prepare themselves for
entering society. We do not only prepare ourselves as employees,
but also as citizens. We are still searching for our roles in this society.
| think at this stage, attention on human rights should be amplified.
To join the human rights movement is to understand that every
individual has fundamental rights and dignity. In the future, we will
be in charge of different resources in this society. If we can see the
needs of different social groups now, we will be able fo consider
different sectors of society and make mature decisions.

Also, institutional autonomy facilitates us to do something that we
think is right, such as adopting more radical positions, without
scrupling and considering political interest.

What is the greatest challenge in organizing CUHK Al Club?

Calvin Al students joined Al Club voluntarily and agree that human
rights have to be defended.
However, when we get together to
organize activities, we realize that
each of us has a very different
stance on a number of different
human rights issues. It takes a lot
of effort for us to reach a
CONSEensus.

HKU Al CLUB

HKLU Al Club has recruited its first batch of members!

Why did you join HKU Al Club??
Cyrus Wong | want to know how | can help others in this city where
human rights seem to be well fulfilled.

Markus Ching | think not a lot of people pay attention to human rights,
especially in Hong Kong. There is even less attention on campus.
People do not pay attention because they have little knowledge and
the issues seem to be quite far away from them.

Binarree Phasakorn (Tony) As a student, | can just watch and witness,
but have no chance fo get involved in human rights movements. |
believe that our generation needs to do something on human rights.
We should not only take from our society, but we also need to give.



RIGHTS OF THE CHILD, IN THE EYES OF A CHILD

What do you think a human rights friendly school might
look like?

Lau: Walls should be set up both inside and outside of the campus for
students to express their opinions. The school would not penalize
students for their opinions on the wall.

Tsui: Having the right to elect a student union!

Li: A human rights friendly school should respect students’ autonomy.
It would not make decisions on school policies without consulting
students, thus overlooking their interests.

Chong: | think a human rights friendly school should provide channels
for students, teachers and all staff to express their opinions.

Lam: | think the school should accept students’ opinion and
suggestions, and to make improvements accordingly.

Cheng: A human rights friendly school should try its best to fulfill
the needs of different students, such as providing assistance and
giving them space.

Why do children/teenagers need freedom of expression?

Ngan: Teenagers forms the core of our future society, freedom of
expression leads to the creation of a better future.

Chan: Everyone has independent thinking, so do children and
teenagers. Therefore, they have the rights to express their
thoughts, stances and feelings. Freedom of expression allows
them room for thinking, making changes and taking actions.
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