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HK S.A.R. GOVERNMENT PRESENTS —
COMPULSORY SPORTS FOR ALL 2019

EEN? AABAER!
SPORTS IS FOR EVERYONE!

EE), ERETHHRER
SPORTS MAKES THE HOMELESS VISIBLE

EENHE - KT AR
BEHIND THE SPORTS: TEARS OF
GARMENT WORKERS

Bk ER A S LN EF
THE GIRL AT THE FOOTBALL FIELD AND
THE BOY ON THE DANCE POLE
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GOOD NEWS
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To read the electronic version of Human Rights magazine,
please visit the following website:
hitps://www.amnesty.org.hk/hreresources/humanrights_magazine/

BEESMASE2REAMARED  ZHERIEL  EHA2IEEFR  -BEEERESE R
S8 (AHK) BRIR1982E - AM—EBEHHIRBEBASHEIF FEZATEHEAFTHARBH
ABEEE LREMAENES -

Amnesty International is the largest human rights movement in the world, with over 7 million supporters from 150
countries. Established in 1982, Amnesty International Hong Kong (AIHK) is committed to educating people about
global and local human rights issues as well as the meaning of defending human rights via various human rights
education programmes.

THEZHMWIE Learn more about us: www.amnesty.org.hk

MABSTEH  BEEAEEE Join Urgent Action and defend human rights:
https://www.amnesty.org.hk/human-rights-campaign/urgent_action/
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EE O UERE NS AERRAERE - FEBESE (Clean Clothes Campaign)if I8 g
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If you ever pay attention to the talk of the town during the World Cup or football league

matches, it is not hard to find many people who will stay up late to watch them, or even

take leave the following day as a result. Sports like jogging, gymnastics and boxing,

are gaining popularity.

Sports are not only about training, competition and challenges; there are lots of related human

rights topics: gender equality, labour rights, rights of the disabled, etc. For example, the two

athletes and the dancer we interviewed in this issue talked about the gender stereotyping they

have faced. Interviewees from Chosen Power also shared the difficulties faced when persons of

different abilities and the disabled try at sports, and how they cope.

Sports can also open a window for vulnerable groups. Members of the Dawn Homeless team

shared how they were empowered through joining the team and the Homeless World Cup, thus @

having their lives changed. g

Sports can also be a chance to raise concern on human rights issues. We will look into how the e

Clean Clothes Campaign rides on [depends on? relies on?] the Olympics games to strive for the E.

improvement of labour rights of the clothing industry. g
)

We have also invited a local artist, Sushan Chan to create artwork for Sports and Human
Rights. Let's look into sports from a human rights angle!
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HK S.A.R. Government presents —
Compulsory Sports FOR ALL 2019

Running
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creator Sushan Chan A local artist

Sit Up

BAMZ AmE

1/10/2019

Swimming
FHEKEHRZETSEER

M8 Sep to now /2019
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Wrestling
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“Like all Uruguayan children,

| wanted to be a soccer player.

And | played quite well. In fact | was terrific,
but only at night when | was asleep.”

Eduardo Galeano S % . IN3KEE
Soccer in Sun and Shadow

(RIRES - BLEBERRY THRBENEE)

Wrestling

EREEAPRELERIE

1/10/2019
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Sport is foreveryone!
Chosen Power

What do you think about

sports for the disabled?

What do you think about sports for the disabled? Is it that there are “only some sports
that can be played by disable persons” for them to choose from, or, can they have
more say about what they want to do? “Chosen power” is a united a group of young

adults with intellectual differences. As stated in their Facebook page “if
we are united, we can make our visions come true”. However in Hong
Kong, what are disabled persons facing, if they want to enjoy sports?

In the meetings of “Chosen Power”, everyone, despite their
intellectual differences, can express their views freely. Each person’s
viewpoints, as well as their capabilities are respected. For example,
Taekwondo lovers Taiyiu, Kaman and Wai Man, progress differently
in learning, and their parents learnt with them after work. They were
taught by Master Wu a set of the Eight Section Brocade, the “Chosen
Power Version”, allowing them to enjoy martial arts. When talking
about this, Taiyiu demonstrated the Kungfu he learnt, and lead the
participants in some warm-up moves.

What disabled persons need, is involvement in sports with reference
to their own abilities, instead of training with one single standard

in general, so as not to lower their expectations. The differences in
learning between the mainstream students and students with special
education needs require more communication and understanding

for success. On the other hand, while the government is keen to
promote “sports for all”, they are unable to meet the needs of persons
with different capabilities. If “sports for all” has to be achieved, the
government should listen to more disabled persons.

But | don't know.......

Speaking of resources, the government launched a “Sports Training
Programme for Persons with Disabilities earlier this year, to promote
sports for the disabled. However, when asked whether they have
participated, the participants were puzzled — they did not even know
about the programme. Chan Chun kit, Board member of Chosen Power,
who also works at the Shelter Workshop, pointed out that sometimes
there are publicity items posted on notice boards, but if there is no one to
introduce or explain, those in the shelter will not understand. The UN's
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was ratified in Hong
Kong in 2008. Article 21 of the Convention states that States Parties
shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities
can exercise the right to freedom of expression and opinion, including the

7

freedom to seek, receive and impart information. A truly
inclusive society should be established on the premise of
equal opportunities, including the opportunity for them to
receive information equally. There seems to be much room
for improvement in the way the government promotes
these rights.

Please treat me like an adult

However, even if they know about the programme, it is
still difficult for them to participate. The courses usually
take place during the weekday's daytime and most of
them have to work. Kaman who warks at the shelter
workshop made a joke, “| have to ask my mum!” even
though he and his colleagues are all adults with their
own thoughts. Kaman's mother, Mrs Tam, pointed out
that mentally disabled persons in the shelter workshops
are not treated as adults. Every decision they make,
including taking leave, has to be signed by their
Guardian. And if they take leave to attend courses, they
will lose their attendance bonus. So it is very difficult for
them to perform sports “on their own".

In Hong Kong, people with disabilities are struggling

to participate in sports for a number of reasons
including lack of opportunities, curriculum design,
time arrangement and support. Since the Government
intends to promote sports training programmes for
people with disabilities, they should listen to the
opinions of participants with different capabilities, in

a wide and in-depth manner, to formulate relevant
arrangements and review the existing policy on persons
with disabilities.

Everyone is born to be free. People with disabilities have
the ability for self-determination, and they have the right
to choose!
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Sports makes the homeless visible
Dawn Homeless Football Team

The homeless are
usually forgotten in the
city — no, sometimes
they are not. Some
people think they are
“some public health
Issues” and do their
best to get rid of them,
try to make them
“disappear from the
community”. However,
homeless persons are of
course human, horn to be
equal, just like you

and me.

The Homeless World Cup allows the homeless
to be seen, which also empowers them to
develop confidence and strength to face

the challenges in their lives. Ng Wai-tung,

the community organiser of the Society for
Community Organisation (SOCO), can be seen
as the pioneer of the HK homeless football
team. Ng's organisation started to serve
homeless people about 20 years ago, but

he felt that if homeless service is just about
providing supplies, the service receivers will be
very passive. When in 2004, he was inspired
by the Homeless World Cup, he started having
a fantasy of forming a team (Down Homeless
Football Team) and flying them to Europe to
join the match, to empower these homeless
PErsons.

But forming a team with people who are
“invisible” in the society was, of course,

9

difficult. Finance was a key obstacle, “Back then, we were told by the
sponsorships that they would only sponsor teenagers, below 18 years old. But
the average age of our football team was 40 years old, plus one of them was 50."
Homelessness was not a “spotlight” in the game of the commercial world, so it
was difficult to find sponsors. Even the Protocol Division Government Secretariat
tried to stop the team from printing the Regional Emblem on their uniforms to
represent Hong Kong. They said “Hong Kong has a football team already, people
will be confused.”

However, Ng didn't give up. He did his best to look for financial support, and
insisted on bringing the homeless team to Scotland for the match, even if it might
break the law. Nowadays, homeless football has been well developed in Hong
Kong, and they have been sending footballers to participate in the Homeless
World Cup every year.

“The footballers are proud of having the chance to represent Hong Kong. They
used to be labelled as useless or worthless, but this opportunity has allowed
them to shine bright for Hong Kong.” By learning to self-appreciate more, the
footballers discover their own strengths by themselves.

At the beginning of forming the Dawn Homeless Football Team, the majority

of participants were street sleepers. Later on, homeless people with different
background stories also joined the team. They included teenagers who needed
help from the addiction treatment centre or counselling, like Wu Chung-man, who
once was lost in drug addiction for 7 years. Wu used fo live in halfway houses for
drug treatment. In 2011, he was recommended to join the Homeless World Cup,
then was selected to compete in France and joined the Dawn, all of which has
gradually built his confidence, “| used to give up easily and this was why | chose
to escape reality by taking drugs; But playing football teaches me ta be more
persistent and overcome the challenges.” Afterwards, Wu picked up his study
again. He is now a registered social worker, responsible for drug treatment and
rehabilitation services. This year, Wu was the captain of the Hong Kong Homeless
Football Team, to compete in the Homeless World Cup held in Wales,

When labelled as homeless, did you feel discriminated? “When playing football,
you don't judge the footballers' backgrounds, but you judge their performance
on the pitch.” Wu pointed out, the key to an excellent performance during the
game is the matter of attitude and manner.

The persistence of predecessor has created a fair enviranment for the homeless
to play sports, making themselves to be noticed and no longer “invisibles”, thus
developing confidence.

**S0C0 and Wofoo Social Enterprises set up Street Soccer Hong Kong Limited to keep on
promating homeless football in Hong Kong
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Behind the Sports: Tears
of Garment Workers
Clean Clothes Campaign

While the 2020 Tokyo Olympics is less
than a year away, did you ever realise

how poor the working conditions of
garment workers are in developing
countries? Do you know behind

Founded in 2016, the Clean
Clothes Campaign East Asia
(“Clean Clothes Campaign”) has
been campaigning on the issues
of human rights and working
conditions of garment workers.
Johnson Yeung, the Urgent

being exploited?

Appeal Coordinator & Campaigner of the Clean Clothes Campaign, highlighted
the existing human rights problems in Asian garment factories. Big brands such
as Adidas and H&M have set up their factories in Southeast Asia. However, they
have not fulfilled their promises to provide an adequate amount of a living wage
to their garment workers. To further pressurise large-scale international brands,
the Clean Clothes Campaign has the hope of raising the awareness of human
rights violations against garment workers during the Olympics.

‘An important factor contributing to a successful Olympic Games is the
presence of Olympics Sponsors, as they are willing to provide monetary
support’, Johnson Yeung said, as he denounced the wealthy yet ignorant
Olympics Sponsors who simply pay no attention to the labour rights of garment
workers. For example, garment workers in Myanmar, where its garment
industry is developing rapidly, are earning an average wage of USD 3.15
(around HKD 25); they can barely support their daily life despite an existing
minimum wage law. On the other hand, due to the absence of a grievance
mechanism to protect labour rights, union organising faces huge pressure
from the employers. There were even cases in which workers were terminated
as they tried to initiate a trade union. This loophole in the law has fostered the
human rights violations of garment workers. Moreover, as big fashion brands
often outsource their manufacturing process to local factories in developing
countries, they can easily evade any legal responsibility whenever human rights
abuses are revealed.

Connecting Garment Workers and Consumers in the fight for human rights
As a global alliance, the Clean Clothes Campaign brings together local trade
unions, consumers in foreign markets and the governments where the big
brands’ headquarters are located to exert pressure on international sports
brands. Besides demanding a legal agreement on worker's rights between

every piece of fancy sports
clothing, garment workers are

factory workers and the brand, the brand
should also take on the responsibility of
monitoring their outsourced contractors.

Where does the pressure come from? Apart
from its ‘'name and shame’ strategy such as
protesting in front of the store and initiating
online petitions, governments of developed
countries are also the target of the Clean
Clothes Campaign. Johnson Yeung explained
as many big international sports brands come
from developed countries, pressuring their
governments is one useful way. The relatively
well-established legal systems of developed
countries are more effective in combating
firms which violate human rights. A recent
example will be the new ‘Duty of Care’ law
passed by the French National Assembly in
2017, which requires all large corporations
to conduct a human rights evaluation when
investing and procuring in foreign countries.
Besides, foreign individuals can file a lawsuit
against firms which do not comply with the
rules. The new law, described by Johnson
Yeung, is ‘a breakthrough, since before this
law was passed, foreign individuals or groups
were not able to sue the company in its home
country, resulting in local unions failing to
send the company to court when facing
human rights abuses'. This law, as he hopes,
can be a model for other developed countries
to follow.
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The girl at the football field and
the boyon the dance pole

When you first read the title, did you immediately associate with a
cheering team, or, some other meaning of “pole”? I|n fact, no sport is
the privilege of a certain gender. /n this issue, we have invited a
female amateur football player Ahma, and male pole dancer

Narlton, to share their
perspectives on gender
stereotypes in their
pathway for sports.

Football field for girls

After seeing her brather playing football happily,
Ahma joined the summer training course at her
Primary 4, and started her football path. Though
she has a full-time job right now, she plays
football whenever she is free. Her father strongly
objected to her playing football, thinking that it

was inappropriate for girls. However, she thought,

“why can't | do something my brother can?”,
and she ignored his objections.

Females in the minority on the football field,
means there were more difficulties to face. After
Ahma grew up, she practiced with the league
teams, and plays at the public football field.
Some males expressed appreciation for a girl
playing football, but some have the impression
that girls are not good enough, or think that the
physical contact with the opposite sex will hinder
their play. After the HKCEE, Ahma became one
of the few female students in a male school.

At first, she thought she might have more
teammates for football, but she was disliked by
her teacher on the field. And sometimes she
heard comments on the public field like, “Oh a
girl is here, I'll quit.” Usually, she chose to leave
to keep her friends happy.

13

“| have trained in Sweden, where playing football in a mixed sex environment
is very normal ." She said it is very normal to have physical contact in contact
sports like football. As long as it is not intentional, she does not mind. The dual
division of genders in the sports world in Hong Kong is obviously a bit outdated.

Pole dance for boys

The pole dance path for Narlton was less affected by gender stereotyping. He
said that no one discriminated against him for performing a pole dance — even
though he did not know that pole dancing was performed in strip clubs . He
just saw a video of two Russian girls dancing a pole dance on Youtube. As a
person with gymnastic experience, he was curious about the dance and then
gave it a try — that was how he started, and pole dancing has helped him to pass
through a low tide in his life. Now, Narlton had become a famous pole dancer
representing Hong Kong in international competitions.

Narlton thinks pole dancing is energetic, cool and powerful. There are many
forms of pole dance, some of which are sexy, yet his type is more a mixture of
modern dance that shows personal strength.

Since Narlton comes from a traditional family, his family members have some
comments more or less, “Are you a prostitute? Why do you have to dance with
your clothes off?”  However, Narlton thought pole dancing is the career that
he had been working hard on seriously, so he did not take these comments
seriously. Now that he owns his own studio, and has become a teacher, his
family has been influenced by his serious attitude after all these years. They do
not question him anymore, and instead, they support him and watch his show,
“But of course, | won't let them see those clips where | keep rubbing the pole.”
It seems there are still some reservations.

That'’s something | like!

Though Ahma and Narlton were the minorities in their sports, in terms of
gender, they both truly like and enjoyed their sport very much. Everyone
should have the equal right to enjoy sports. When can we breakthrough all the
stereotyping to admire the work of everyone?
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We launched a report in 2016 that revealed the serious exploitation
of the rights of migrant workers during the preparation of the

Qatar 2022 World Cup. Workers often waited months to get paid
and could not return to their countries even when there was a
serious earthquake back home (Nepal). FIFA later promised to
improve labour rights, establishing a “Human Rights Policy” and
an independent human rights Advisory Board. A report was
published in September 2019 by Amnesty to follow up
the workers’ access to justice.

38 % % 32 Report in full text

AN#BE Human Rights Education
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BERTREREMZT  BATELBBEEMRES  RAARIES
BEEUSAF TEAREFENOKRR  SIE2REE -

During the World Cup held in Russia last year, we organised 25 human
rights tours for around 200 tourists, telling the human rights history
through the city's space. In March this year, Formula One was held in
Bahrain. Amnesty has launched an educational column and a short video
to reveal the human rights violations in Bahrain: citizens were
jailed for twitting, and human rights defenders were suppressed.
These raised the world's concern.

% B! Video
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In order to maintain our independence, we do not accept donations from governments, corporations and political parties. Our local
human rights education work relies solely on generous support from individual donors like you.
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BRAFE Donor’s Information
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cate with an 'X":

ENBISE Printed Material WA Email
WM (DETMAERRS ) Telecommunication (except Welcome Call)

BREEBEREEEZVERERR?

How do you know of this donation program?

B F53E Donation Method (SBF#EZRE BT No cash donation is accepted)

f&EFF Credit Card VISA MASTERCARD

&R Card No.

FEARIHSR
Cardholder’s Name

#MAHE (S@ANA 3 manths validity)
Expiry Date (4 MM/ 2 v

BFFAES
Cardholder's Signature

® EREFBENMRIMAELERRNES , BESREANI0NWE
First deduction will be made within 14 working days, subsequent deductions will be
processed on or around 10th day of each month.

@ ERERI0TIL LT PRRERS
All donations of HK$100 or above are tax deductible.
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EE®WIEEM= Direct Debit Authorisation Form
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Name of party to be credited (Beneficiary)  Bank No.  Branch No. Account No.
AIHK Human Rights Education CT 004 600 868863001
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SATTAESE Bank No. 297889 Branch No. MRS WE Account No.

| | I O B
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(DDMMAYYYY)
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EHANRATRM For official use only
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For Bank Use Signature Verified

HEA S
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1 EA (W) REEEA (F) NEZET  (MELSRSATFTHETEA (§) BTNRET S2A ()
MEOMNETEREEA - MGRNBhEFREREA (8) FEEGRN (RN -

1/We haraby authorss my/our designated Bank to efect transfer from mylour account to that of the above
named beneficiary in accordance with such instructons as mylur Bank may receive from the above
named beneficiary from time o time provided always that the amount of any one such trarsfer should not
exceed the limit, if any, as specified.

2 KA (W) AREA () MHETEAARESRRBIRECSTEA (W) -
1/We agree that my’our Bank shall rot be ohliged to ascertain whether or not notice of any such transfer
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1/We jointly and severally accept full responsibility for any overdraft (or increase in existing overdraft) on
myfour account whick may arise as a result of any such transfer(s),
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1/We agree to notify the above named beneficiary of any change of bank account or cancellation of
payment method and further agree that should there be insufficient funds in mylour Bank account to
meet any transfer hereby authorised, the Bank shall be entitied, at its discretion, not to effect such
transter in which event the Bank may make the usual service charge to be paid by me/us.
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The direct debit authorisation shall have effect until further notice. I/We agree that if no transaction is
performed on my/our account Lnder such authorisation for a continuous period of 30 manths, the Bank
reserves the right to cancel the direct debit arrangement without prior notice to me/us, even though thers
is no expiry date for the authorisation.

7. %A (W) AR, =\ (0 DASFUEREENEEANEN, ARDY / ERTRARIEEIFXZ
MEFEA (§) OMTRLEREA -

|/We agree that any notice of cancellation or variation of this authorisation which liwe may give to mylour
bank shall be given at least two working days prior to the date on which such cancellationfvariation is to
take affact and at the same time such notice shall be given to the above named beneficiary.

PFEE Notes:
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Flease ensure that you sign the form in the usual way that you would sign on your Bank
Account.
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Organisation Updates

EMRELBMR CGERILHEA) B REERZOMBR BREEESLE
BEFRIBNEABONR D XEEERHE  NEHESTAENEY
FERBATHOER -

In response to the development of the Anti-Extradition Law protests in Hong
Kong, Amnesty International published briefings revealing the unlawful use

of force by the Hong Kong police, arbitrary arrests, brutal beating and torture
in police detention.

EHARRAREF

Patterns of repression: Timeline of the 2019 Hong Kong protests
hitps://bit.ly/2B400Vn

c12ERERBMRRK N

How not to police a protest: unlawful use of force by Hong Kong Police
https://bit ly/34vuXBG

Er@REEmAs NEHRSITNRNESHEBAL

Hong Kong: Arbitrary arrests, brutal beatings and
torture in police detention revealed

https://bit.ly/2kv6IXa

BATREZFHERESHHARNEHNITEFRER
(ItRHEEN R DBRE

Our recent report Beijing’s “Red Line” in Hong Kong documents the
increasing restrictions on human rights and freedom in the city

https://bit.ly/32i95te



